LPA CERTIFICATION COURSE

UTILITY
COORDINATION

Ron Cote, P.E.
MaineDOT Utility Engineer
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UTILITY COORDINATION
MAY 2023

Link to FHWA Video
“Utility Coordination and
Certification Requirements”

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/federalaidessentials/catmod.cfm?id=9
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https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/federal-aidessentials/catmod.cfm?id=9

When Is a Utility Certification Required?

A) Only when there are utility impacts
B) Only when the utilities agree to it
C) Always

D) Never
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When Must a Utility Certification
Be Submitted to MaineDOT?

A) With The Preliminary Design Report (PDR)

B) After Contract Award

C) With Final Plans, Specifications & Estimate (PS&E)
D) When Contractor Starts Work
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Why Should Utility Coordination
Be Done Early?
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MaineDOT Utilities Webpage is a Resource

Offers a Number of Standard Documents and Reference Materials
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. 207-624-3000 | Jobs | News | E tlﬂlmlf ,
@Ma'neDOT obs | News | Events -

Doing Business *  Government ~  Residents *  Explore Maine ~  About ~

(1) MaineDOT Utility Services

MaineDOT The MaineDOT Utility Services website is a resource for anyone performing utility coordination for

Utilities transportation projects and for individuals looking for Location and Highway Opening permit information.
Here you'll find the MaineDQOT Utility Accommodation Rules, stand-alone utility policies, references and

Home instructions for location and highway opening permits, as well as, MaineDOT utility coordinator and permit

administrator contact information.
Location and

Opening Permits This website also provides links to utility company contacts by Town, references to the utility coordination
process guide, utility coordination forms and letters, and links to Dig Safe, OK to Dig and many utility

Utility companies. Minutes from the most recent Utility Task Force meetings are also posted to this page.
Coordination

MaineDOT, Utility, © Utility Accommodation Rules and MOU

and Municipal

Contacts © Stand-Alone MaineDOT Utility Policies
Links o MaineDOT Project Information
el o Utility Task Force

Sitemap
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() Utility Coordination Process
M?I_H?DOT This web page includes several letter templates in both the Microsoft Word and Adobe PDF formats, as well
Utilities as a step-by-step overview of how utility coordination occurs throughout the development of a MaineDOT

or MaineDOT-funded project.

Home
Please note:

The letter templates have been set up assuming that they will be used by a MaineDOT consultant; however,
anyone who proposes any work that affects utilities or other outside parties are encouraged to use this
Utility process as well. Portions of the letters that must be changed for MaineDOT projects have been highlighted
Coordination with a combination of brackets, italics and bold-face type (for example, if a particular sentence needs the
date of a meeting entered, it will appear as {Date}). People wishing to modify these letters for non-

MaineDOT, Utility, MaineDOT projects will also need to remove all references to the Maine Department of Transportation.
and Municipal

Location and
Opening Permits

Contacts © References and Contacts

Links (+] Utility Coordination Process Guide
Contact © Utility Coordination Letters and Forms
Sitemap

O Utility Coordinator Contact Information
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MaineDOT Utility Accommodation Rules
|. Location and Road Opening Permit Rules
ll. Requirements for Utility Facility Maintenance

lll. Utility Location Requirements For:
* Vertical Clearances
 Utility Pole Offsets
» Offsets Between Buried Ultilities
* Minimum Depths

Cost for Relocating Utilities™

e Utility Pays for Relocation
* Why? It's Maine Law

1% MaineDOT



 MaineDOT Will Acquire ROW for “Design Purposes”
- Will Accommodate Relocated Utility Poles

* Trim Rights: Goal 8 Feet Beyond Outer Conductor

* Municipalities or MaineDOT Do Not Acquire Guying
Rights Outside the ROW For Ultilities
- Utility Company’s Responsibility
- Could Jeopardize Federal Funding
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RAILROAD
COORDINATION

T
T P

» Work next to railroad ROW requires railroad coordination
— MAY NEED FLAGGERS
— If so, you'll need an agreement with the railroad
— Also need a Protection of Railroad Traffic and Signals (PRTS)

— Worker-Days for flaggers estimated by utility coordinator and
designer

— Project pays for railroad flaggers if required




UTILITY COORDINATION

Utility Coordination Process

» Determine Utility Contacts
(MaineDOT Utilities Webpage)

 Notify utilities/railroads of project using
Electronic Utility Letter 1
(Get From MaineDOT Utilities Webpage)

 Utilities will return Letter 1 with information on
existing/proposed facilities

144 MaineDOT



UTILITY COORDINATION

Utility Coordination Process

* Perform survey to locate utility facilities and ROW
on survey plan

 Determine size, condition and elevation of
underground facilities

—May need test pits or “pot-holing” with vacuum
extraction equipment (done by utilities)

* |dentify Potential Conflicts
» Send Utility Letter 2 to Utilities to Confirm

14 MaineDOT



UTILITY COORDINATION

Utility Coordination Process

» Designer conducts field review
—How will existing utility facilities impact design?
* Designer compiles other preliminary data

—Accident records
—Existing Right-of-Way (ROW)

* [dentify from existing conditions plan or
obtain from MaineDOT Property Office

—QOther proposed work within project area

144 MaineDOT



UTILITY COORDINATION

Utility Coordination Process Taes

» Send Utility Letter 3 with preliminary dign plan
(PDR) to Utility Companies showing:

—Proposed alignment
—Proposed edge of pavement/curb line
—Proposed drainage

» Develop preliminary relocation strategy
—Meet with utilities on site

» Send Utility Letter 4 and 75-80% Plans for Review

144 MaineDOT



UTILITY COORDINATION

Utility Coordination Process
* Prepare Utility Special Provision 104, Utilities

- Include table of utility contact names and phone numbers
- See example on MaineDOT Utilities Webpage

» Send Utility Letter 5 with Special Provision to
Utilities for Review

* Prepare utility agreements (if required)
» Submit Utility Certification to MaineDOT

14 MaineDOT



UTILITY COORDINATION

All Of This Coordination
s Done Before PS&E!

144 MaineDOT



UTILITY COORDINATION

 After Contract Award:

- Hold pre-construction meeting with contractor & utilities
- Distribute detailed meeting minutes — Important!

* During construction:

- Contractor has primary coordination responsibility
« Contractor should use email and phone
e |f utility Is unresponsive, then:

1. Project Resident should contact utilities, then
2. MaineDOT Utility Coordinator

- Hold periodic meetings to keep things on track:
* Either at Project Resident or Utility Coordinator level
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14 MaineDOT

UTILITY COORDINATION

Who Is Responsible For Utility
Relocation Costs and Acquiring
Guying Rights Outside the ROW?

A) MaineDOT

B) The Contractor

C) The Municipality

D) The Utility Companies




UTILITY COORDINATION

Where Can We Get An
Electronic Copy of Utility Letter 1?

A) Amazon.com

B) MaineDOT Utility Website
C) LPA Manual

D) Utility Coordinator

1% MaineDOT
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UTILITY COORDINATION

Who Has Primary Responsibility
for Contacting Utilities During
Construction?

A) Utility Coordinator

B) Federal Highway Administration
C) Municipality

D) Contractor




Who Forgot ™\
Moose
Coordination?
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ﬁ (207) 446-2305 Ron Cote

mainedot.gov

MaineDOT Utility Engineer

Ron.Cote@maine.gov
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Bridge Program Highway Program
Jeremiah Brunelle Derrick Carleton

Western, Eastern and Northern Regions « Eastern and Northern Regions

« Telephone: (207) 592-1465 « Telephone: (207) 215-3231

e E-mail: Jeremiah.Brunelle@maine.gov « E-mail: Derrick.Carleton@maine.gov
Charles Guy Cheryl Dugal

« Design/Build - Statewide Southern and Midcoast Regions

« Telephone: (207) 557-9078 « Telephone: (207) 215-9487

« E-mail: Charles.Guy@maine.gov * E-mail: Cheryl.Dugal@maine.gov
Gerald "Gary" Libby, Jr. Norma Gilman

Southern, Midcoast, Western Regions « Southern and Midcoast Regions

» Telephone: (207) 592-3845 « E-mail: Norma.Gilman@maine.gov

« E-mail: Gerald.G.Libbyjr@maine.gov « Telephone: (207) 215-3148

Mark LaGross

« Southern, Eastern & Northern Regions

« Telephone: (207) 592-9389

« E-mail: Mark.S.Lagross@maine.gov
Mark McCue

« Western and Southern (Multimodal) Regions

« Telephone: (207) 446-8474

e E-mail: Mark.J.McCue@maine.gov
David Ouellette

« Southern Region

« Telephone: (207) 441-7965

« E-mail: David.Ouellette@maine.gov
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mailto:jeremiah.brunelle@maine.gov
mailto:Charles.Guy@maine.gov
mailto:gerald.g.libbyjr@maine.gov
mailto:Derrick.Carleton@maine.gov
mailto:Cheryl.Dugal@maine.gov
mailto:Norma.Gilman@maine.gov
mailto:Mark.S.Lagross@maine.gov
mailto:Mark.J.McCue@maine.gov
mailto:David.Ouellette@maine.gov

	LPA Certification Course
	UTILITY COORDINATION�May 2023
	When Is a Utility Certification Required?
	When Must a Utility Certification�Be Submitted to MaineDOT?
	Slide Number 5
	2013 LPA Certification Course
	Slide Number 7
	Slide Number 8
	Slide Number 9
	Slide Number 10
	Slide Number 11
	Slide Number 12
	Slide Number 13
	Slide Number 14
	Slide Number 15
	Slide Number 16
	LPA Certification Course
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	�Railroad Coordination�
	�UTILITY COORDINATION
	�UTILITY COORDINATION
	UTILITY COORDINATION
	UTILITY COORDINATION
	UTILITY COORDINATION
	UTILITY COORDINATION
	UTILITY COORDINATION
	LPA Certification Course
	UTILITY COORDINATION
	UTILITY COORDINATION
	UTILITY COORDINATION
	Slide Number 32
	Contact me
	Slide Number 34

