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Key Recommendations in Proposed Legislation

1. Establish the Maine Quality of Place Council to act as a coordinating
body for state and regional quality of place investment strategies. The
Council will work with other state agencies to recommend how they may align
their laws, programs, and funding with the state and regional quality of place
investment strategies.

2. Establish a fund for implementing regional quality of place investment
strategies. The fund will consist of any bond proceeds and public and

Sketch by Bruce Kidman private contributions received for its purpose. Applications for other state
Quality of Place Council Meeting program funds will receive preference points if they are submitted as part of a
July 17, 2008 regional quality of place investment strategy.

3. Direct regional development districts to create regional quality of place
investment strategies. Regions that have in place a federal Economic
Development Administration comprehensive economic development strategy
(CEDS) will create a quality of place investment strategy by engaging
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Governor Sets Policy to Promote Maine Quality of Place

Governor John Baldacci and
Council Chair Richard Barringer

On June 6, 2008, Governor John Baldacci by Executive Order established the Maine
Quality of Place Council and asked its members to create a Maine Quality of Place Jobs
and Investment Strategy. The Executive Order continued the work of the Governor's
Council on Maine’s Quality of Place, whose research found that Maine’s quality of place
is an increasingly important economic driver, supporting high-value jobs, products, and
services throughout Maine.

In signing the Executive Order, Governor Baldacci said, “Maine’s Quality of Place is
about protecting, investing in, and enhancing Maine’s competitive economic
advantage. Expanding our efforts and building an investment strategy around our
outstanding assets and qualities will grow Maine’s economy now and in the future.”
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(Note:) The December 2007 and May 2008 reports of the Governor’s Council on Maine’s Quality of Place, and
the June 2008 Executive Order, appear at:http://www.maine.gov/spo/specialprojects/qualityofplace/index.htm
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Maine possesses a globally-known “brand” based on our reputation for hardworking
people and our State’s many lifestyle amenities. “Quality of Place” consists of those
characteristics of a community or region that make it distinctive from other places and
attractive as a place in which to retire, work, or visit. Quality of Place encompasses a
community’s  natural and built environment, traditional town
and city centers, civic traditions, historic and cultural amenities,
recreational opportunities, and access to these.

Some aspects of Maine’s Quality of Place are easy to identify,
such as the postcard images of lakes, loons, lobsters, and
lighthouses. Others are harder to pinpoint, but just as real —
like the reputation for quality leveraged by the likes of L.L.
Bean, the Maine Winter Sports Center, and Stonewall Kitchen.
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Growing evidence supports the connection between Quality of Place and economic
prosperity. Here is what our researchers have found.

1. Quality of Place is an economic good of real value.
Places with distinct and attractive Quality of Place (Q of P) are increasingly scarce.
Scarce goods have economic value that influences people’s financial decisions. Many
people pay higher housing costs or accept lower incomes in order to live in regions
with high Q of P.

2. Quality of Place strengthens a region’s economic prospects.
Areas with strong Q of P demonstrate higher employment, population, and income
growth. No evidence exists that areas with high Q of P amenities experience less
economic growth.

3. Today’s high-growth industries value Quality of Place.
Q of P is most important to businesses that rely on well-educated workers; it helps
them attract and retain employees. Modern industries with workers who are attracted
by Q of P have better long-term growth prospects than traditional manufacturing in-
dustries, many of which are projected to see job losses.

4. Quality of Place is an appealing framework for Maine development.

Traditional economic development strategies focus on lowering business costs
through supports and incentives. A Q of P strategy seeks to directly enhance the
quality of life of all Maine residents, which is the ultimate goal of economic
development.

. Quality of Place is a complement to, not a substitute for, traditional economic

development strategies.

Businesses looking to expand or relocate consider Q of P when other production costs
are similar across two or more competing locations. So, business costs, tax policy,
transportation and telecommunication infrastructure, and workforce development
remain important. Yet Maine today is well positioned to compete strongly based on
Q of P, as well; several Maine communities have quickly turned Q of P amenities into
economic opportunities. See www.maine.gov/spo/specialprojects/quality ofplace/index.htm.
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A Quality of Place investment is one that preserves, strengthens, markets, and builds
economic opportunity on the place-based assets, both natural and built, that define the
Maine “brand.” These are our

e open, natural landscapes;

o traditional town centers and downtowns;

e historic structures and resources;

e arts, culture, and creative economy;

e working waterfronts;

e infrastructure and traditions that support and provide access to these;

e private and nonprofit efforts to build job opportunities based upon these as
attractants; and

o workforce development efforts to take advantage of their
employment-generating potential.

Maine already has a variety of productive and promising quality of place investment
initiatives underway; see www.maine.gov/spo/specialprojects/qualityofplace/index.htm.
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State and regional quality of place investment strategies are economic plans of action
that build on exceptional and marketable local and regional strengths to create new
high-value jobs, products, and services in Maine. They are needed complements to
Maine’s traditional economic and community development programs.

An effective quality of place investment strategy is locally-driven and involves broad
cross-sections of people in decision-making. It must be market-based,
regionally-organized, coordinated with and among state agencies, and effectively
evaluated for performance.
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