
 

 MAINE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION 
 
          23 State House Station 
         AUGUSTA, MAINE  04333 
 

       STATE OF MAINE 
 
The State Board of Education held a regular monthly meeting on February 11, 2009, at 
the Cross State Office Building, ATM Room 103, Augusta, Maine.  The following 
members were present:  Chair Ann Weisleder; Vice Chair James Banks, Sr.; James 
Carignan; Philip Dionne; Mabel Desmond; Marilyn Temple Tardy; and Justin Chenette.   
Excused: Jean Gulliver; and Honor Wilkinson 
  
Also present were:  Deputy Commissioner Angela Faherty; Harry Osgood, Higher 
Education Specialist; Jim Rier, Director of Finance and Operations; and Mary Becker, 
Secretary Associate. 
 
CALLED TO ORDER: 
 
The meeting was called to order at 1:02 PM 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
No minutes for approval. 
 
OFFICER’S REPORTS 
 
Chair, Ann Weisleder: 
 

• That she received the expenses for January 2009 and they are as follows: 
Personal Services Account (Per Diem) = $3,465.00 and;  
All Other Account = $3267.31 
The biennial budget has a proposal of a 10% reduction from the State Board’s 
account equaling $14,387.00.   Currently the All Other account has $122,685 
and the Personal Services account has $21,192.  She will be presenting 
testimony to the Education Committee on February 25, 2009. 

• That she has appointed a new vice chair “James Banks, Sr.” to fill the unexpired 
term of Connie Goldman.  Jim has agreed to serve as Vice Chair for the 
remainder of this year. 

• That she is trying out a different agenda format today with reports listed prior to 
the business items. 

 
Vice Chair, James Banks 
 

• That he would like to thank the Chair for the appointment and opportunity to 
serve as Vice Chair of the Board.  He looks forward to the challenge. 
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BOARD MEMBER REPORTS 
 
Justin Chenette: 
 

• That he is currently taking two college courses at USM.  It has been a great 
learning experience thus far to help him prepare for college level work. 

 
Marilyn Temple Tardy: 
 

• No Report 
 
Phil Dionne: 
 

• That the CTE Director’s attended a Career and Technical Education meeting 
and the Marine Trades presented their new website.     

• That Commissioner Gendron made a presentation to the Career and  
Technical Education (CTE) Directors, primarily based around the Stakeholder’s 
Group work. 

• That he attended a forum in Lewiston that the Stakeholder’s Group presented 
on Graduation Requirements.  The presenter was the Superintendent from 
Freeport.   

 
Jim Carignan: 
 

• That he was a presenter along with Jaci Holmes at Camden Hills School for the 
Stakeholder’s Group.  Approximately 250 people were present at the forum.  
The forum lasted about two hours and there were lots of questions. 

• That he attended the Maine Coalition for Excellence in Education’s Legislative 
Breakfast this morning.  The group is in the process of articulating a new plan, a 
campaign for education in the State of Maine.  

 
Mabel Desmond: 
 

• That she has been volunteering in the elementary school.   
• That as chair of the Student Voices Committee she is looking for direction from 

the Board to move forward with training around youth and adult, sharing voices 
of students and new student member selection. 

 
Student Voices Committee Update: 
 
At the January 14, 2009 meeting the Board voted on three items; 1) To move ahead 
with an online access to Student Council networks through the State Board website.  
2) To have an adult/youth training session, but will hold off on arranging the training 
until new members are appointed to the Board.  3) Add an interview process for 
student member applicants. 
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The Statute defines how the Board handles the new student member process.  Jim 
Carignan will be working together with a committee.  Mary is meeting with Glen 
Nerbak regarding the online forum and is also attending a training to improve the 
website.  A letter will be going out to the First Congressional District Principals and 
Guidance Counselors in March.  
 
CONSENT AGENDA:  
 
RECEIPT OF THE REVIEW TEAM REPORT CONCERNING THE APPLICATION  
FOR RENEWAL OF STATE PROGRAM APPROVAL FROM SOUTHERN NEW 
HAMPSHIRE UNIVERSITY TO OFFER UNDERGRADUATE AND GRADUATE 
PROGRAMS IN MAINE. 
 
MOVED by Jim Carignan, seconded by Phil Dionne, and unanimously voted by those 
present to approve the consent agenda.  
 
SPECIAL ORDERS (Important business previously designated for consideration) 
 
MAJOR CAPITAL SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION PROGRAM; CONCEPT APPROVAL 
CONSIDERATION; RSU #1 WOOLWICH, PREK-8 SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION 
PROJECT. 
 
STATEMENT OF FACT:  The Woolwich school project was rated number 16 on the 
2004-2005 Approved Projects List.  The project will house grades preK-8.  The project 
is an addition/renovation.  Site Approval was granted by the State Board of Education 
on September 10, 2008. 
 
A complete New vs. Renovation Study is on file with the Department of Education 
which supports the Department’s recommendation to retain two sections of the present 
school.  All appropriate State and local agencies have been contacted; and where 
necessary, documented approvals are on file.  The building has been designed to High 
Performance Standards. 
 
In arriving at a decision to develop a project on the Woolwich site, a great deal of work 
was done in advance.  The architect was contracted to evaluate the other elementary 
schools in RSU #1.  The architect also did a study to determine whether Bath Middle 
School could house grades 6-8 students from Woolwich.  When all information was 
analyzed, it was determined that a preK-8 facility in Woolwich was the best solution. 
 
In considering the Concept design, it was necessary to obtain additional frontage in 
order to gain better site lines at the entrance and to move a right of way away from the 
school. 
 
It was determined that the existing gymnasium could be retained as well as the 1972 
classroom wing.  This is cost effective and does not inhibit the overall design of the 
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school.  The new classroom section will be three stories high thus keeping the facility 
compact and reducing the overall envelope. 
 
The building will be heated with a wood chip boiler with an oil backup.  The backup 
boiler is a boiler recently purchased and installed at the school. 
 
Superintendent Shuttleworth has provided the following project description 
statement:  For twelve years, Woolwich Central School has been moving up the list 
for new school construction originally constructed in 1950, the Bailey building design 
has been added to twice increasing the school to serve children in grades K-8.  
Though the school has served our community well, the life cycle of the school has 
clearly come to its end and we are grateful that the Department of Education has 
determined the need to replace our school. 
 
Woolwich Central School is the center of this community and beloved by the citizens of 
Woolwich.  It has been a high performing school and the estimates indicate that we will 
be serving about 375 students in Pre K-8 by 2016.  We did exhaustive studies to 
determine if any other options could be created to house the middle school portion of 
our Woolwich students.  Without doubt, neither Bath Middle School nor any other 
option exists to meet the middle school needs of Woolwich students.  As RSU #1 
expands, it is our judgment that Woolwich will continue to grow and quickly fill the new 
school. 
 
So, why a new school at this time, especially in times of severe economic challenges?  
Quite frankly, Woolwich Central School will require massive amounts of repairs, 
despite the fact that our school district has dutifully maintained the school over the 
years.  Our children will greatly benefit from a state of the art school that aligns with 
innovations we are embracing in the 21st Century.  Truly RSU #1 is all about student 
achievement and we are confident that our new school will accelerate learning in 
exciting and diverse ways. 
 
RSU #1 has the oldest collection of school buildings in the state of Maine and our 
excitement to build a new school in Woolwich brings unparalled hope and promise to 
our communities.  As part of the organizational structure of RSU #1, children are able 
to exert school choice, and given space availability, it is our hope that we will be able 
to continue to accommodate children from other communities within RSU #1. 
 
In summary, on behalf of the Woolwich School community and RSU #1, we thank the 
State Board of Education for their continued vision and support for needed new school 
construction.  Under state law, our referendum, scheduled in March, will require a RSU 
#1-wide vote to approve the new school, a vote that we expect will render 
overwhelming support for our school.  RSU #1, leading the way in a new model for 
delivery of education, looks forward with great excitement to enriching our students 
with a new school to be open for the 2012-2013 school year. 
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This Concept Approval is being requested pursuant to M.R.S.A. Title 20-A, Section 
15905(1). 
 
RSU #1 is requesting Concept Approval for a preK-8 school qualifying under State 
statute and State Board of Education Rule, Chapter 61, Rules for Major Capital School 
Construction Projects. 
 
Project Information 
Project:  Woolwich Central School 
Superintendent:  William Shuttleworth 
Principal:  Thomas Sewall 
Architect:  Rick Malm, Lewis & Malm Architecture 
School(s) to be closed:  none 
 
Project Budget Information 
Total Project Cost:  $18,958,454 
Local Only (no State participation):  $566,504 
Approved for State/Local Debt Service Subsidy:  $18,238,609 
Anticipated Maine High Performance Schools Energy Grant:  $153,341 
 
CONSTRUCTION COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION:  The Construction Committee 
on February 4, 2009, voted unanimously to recommend that the State Board of 
Education grant Concept Approval to RSU #1 for a preK-8 school in Woolwich. 
 
DEPARTMENT RECOMMENDATION:  The Commissioner recommends that the State 
Board of Education grant Concept Approval to RSU #1 for a preK-8 school in 
Woolwich, Maine, as a Major Capital School Construction Project and approve the 
concept budget as presented.** 
 
**This approval constitutes Concept Approval.  Final Funding Approval may be subject 
to adjustment under Section 10, Subsection 1, of the State Board of Education Rules 
for School Construction Projects, which states: 
 
“Final Funding Approval by the Commissioner establishes the Project Budget and 
takes place after construction bids have been received.  At that time, the 
Commissioner may reduce the budget to finance the project, thus providing additional 
funds for other projects.”  
 
MOVED by Marilyn Tardy, seconded by Jim Carignan, and unanimously voted by 
those present to grant Concept approval to RSU #1 for a preK-8 school in Woolwich, 
Maine, as a Major Capital School Construction Project and approve the concept 
budget as presented.  
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CONSIDERATION OF THE REVIEW TEAM REPORT CONCERNING THE 
APPLICATION FOR ADDITIONAL DEGREE-GRANTING AUTHORIZATION AS 
SUBMITTED BY HEARTWOOD COLLEGE OF ART TO AWARD THE MASTER OF 
FINE ARTS DEGREE.   
BACKGROUND:  20-A MRSA, Chapter 409 provides that a fully authorized 
postsecondary educational institution desiring to confer additional degrees must obtain 
authorization from the Maine State Board of Education.  Heartwood College of Art was 
initially authorized by an Act of the Maine Legislature to award the degree of Associate 
of Arts and was subsequently authorized by the Maine State Board of Education to 
confer the degree of Bachelor of Fine Arts. 
 
Officials of Heartwood College of Art, located in Kennebunk, Maine, submitted an 
application seeking additional authority to confer the degree, Master of Fine Arts with 
concentrations in: Painting; Drawing; Printmaking; Ceramics; Textiles; Jewelry and 
Metals.  The Board approved Review Team met at the College on June 3, 2008 and 
conducted a full day’s review of the workings of the College and the proposed 
graduate program of study leading to the award of a Master of Fine Arts.   
Following the Review Team's initial visit, the Team decided to adjourn further review of 
the application until the College could provide additional academic details as well 
as an audited financial report.  These materials were received in mid-November, 2008 
and were distributed for review by Team members.  With the receipt and analysis of 
these materials the Team concluded that the College has met all of the Board’s 
degree-granting standards, as set forth in Chapter 170.  The College’s application 
along with supporting materials concerning this request, were distributed for receipt 
during the Board’s January 14, 2009 meeting. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the State Board of Education accept the Review Team’s 
report of findings concerning the Heartwood College of Art application for additional 
degree-granting authority and authorize the College to award the Master of Fine Arts 
degree in Maine.    
 
MOVED by Jim Carignan, seconded by Marilyn Tardy, and unanimously voted by 
those present to approve degree-granting authority and authorize Heartwood College 
of Art to award the Master of Fine Arts degree in Maine.  
 
CONSIDERATION OF THE PROGRAM REVIEW TEAM REPORT FOR THE 
HUSSON  UNIVERSITY EDUCATOR PREPARATION PROGRAMS. 
 
BACKGROUND:  Husson University submitted an application for renewal of State 
approval for the Elementary Education and Physical Education programs; for initial 
State approval for the Secondary Education program [(English, Physical Science, Life 
Science, Health Education (K-12)]; and for initial State approval of the post-
baccalaureate, alternate route to certification programs in Elementary Education, 
Secondary English, and Secondary Life Science. 
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A site visit was conducted from Sunday, November 16, 2008 to Wednesday, 
November 19, 2008.  Following the on-site visitation, a report was prepared which 
includes findings, commendations, recommendations, as well as a recommendation 
for State program approval status.  The report was distributed and received by State 
Board members during the January 11, 2009 meeting.  
 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the State Board of Education accept the report of the 
Husson University program Review Team and grant State program approval through 
the fall of 2013.   
 
MOVED by Jim Carignan, seconded by Marilyn Tardy, and unanimously voted by 
those present to grant State program approval to Husson University through the  
Fall of 2013.  
 
CONSIDERATION OF THE UNIVERSITY OF MAINE AT FARMINGTON REVIEW 
TEAM REPORT FOR THE EARLY CHILDHOOD BIRTH TO AGE 5 PROGRAM. 
BACKGROUND:  In accordance with State of Maine Education Statute Title 20A, and 
State policies 05-071-Chapter 114 setting forth Maine State Board of Education 
procedures and standards relating to the review and approval of educator preparation 
programs, an application was received from the University of Maine at Farmington, 
College of Education, Health and Rehabilitation to introduce a new program to its 
existing approved programs.  When such requests are made, Chapter 114, §3.10, a) 
stipulates that “. . . the unit shall provide documentation that the new program 
demonstrates compliance with Subsection 2 (Standard 2.1 – Initial Teacher Candidate 
Performance, Standard 2.3 – Field Experiences and Clinical Practice, Standard 2.5 – 
Faculty Qualifications, Performance and Development, and Standard 2.6 – Unit 
Governance and Resources) with respect to each endorsement and/or certificate as to 
which approval is sought.  Evidence of compliance shall be reviewed by the 
Department liaison person rather than by a visitation team as provided in section 3.2 of 
this rule.  However, the Department liaison person, with assistance of such additional 
personnel as are required, may visit the unit to review the evidence submitted.”  A 
visiting team comprised of Dr. Jeannie Hamrin, Associate Professor and Teaching 
Fellow, Husson University; Jaci Holmes, Federal/State Legislative Liaison, Maine 
Department of Education; Mary Ellin Logue, Assistant Professor, Child Development 
and Family Relations, Early Childhood Development, University of Maine; and Harry 
Osgood, Higher Education Specialist, Maine Department of Education met with the 
applicant on December 2, 2008 in Farmington, Maine. 
 
The Early Childhood Education Program (ECH) at the University of Maine at 
Farmington has a tradition of preparing candidates to work with young children from 
birth to age eight and their families. Prior to implementation of the new Teacher of 
Young Children Certificate (081), candidates in the Early Childhood Education 
Program could choose to be certified in K-3 and receive a State of Maine 029 
certificate upon completion of program requirements. With the institution of the new 
Teacher of Young Children Certificate, the University of Maine at Farmington ECH 
Program recognized the need to seek program approval so that graduates could 
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immediately move into the field and be certified by the State to work with children from 
birth through age 5. The approval of this degree option will allow graduates to teach in 
a variety of early childhood settings, including inclusive pre-kindergarten classrooms 
located in public schools.  
 
The Review Team’s report of findings was distributed and received by State Board 
members during the January 14, 2009 meeting. 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  That the State Board of Education accept the University of 
Maine at Farmington Review Team Report for the Early Childhood Birth to Age 5 
Program.  With the Board’s approval this program will be folded into the University’s 
State approved authorizations and would be revisited during the College’s 
State/NCATE joint visit which is scheduled for October 2 – 6, 2010.   
 
MOVED by Phil Dionne, seconded by Marilyn Tardy, and unanimously voted by those 
present to approve the Early Childhood Birth to Age 5 Program at the University of 
Maine at Farmington.  
 
CONSIDERATION OF THE INTERIM REPORT FROM THE UNIVERSITY OF MAINE 
AT PRESQUE ISLE CONCERNING ITS EDUCATOR PREPARATION PROGRAMS. 
 
BACKGROUND: During its June 6, 2006 meeting the Board granted two-year State 
program approval to the University of Maine at Presque Isle’s educator preparation 
programs. When doing so the Board also required UMPI program administration to 
submit an interim progress report to the State Board of Education by December 31, 
2008.  The interim report was to address the Review Team’s recommendations 
concerning Standard 2 - Assessment System and Unit Evaluation, as well as provide 
an update on the other program improvement recommendations contained within the 
Review Team’s report.  The required Interim Status Report was received from UMPI 
program administration and was submitted and received by the State Board of 
Education during the January 14, 2009 meeting.  
 
The UMPI Interim Report was shared with the 2006 Team Chair, Dr. Kathy Yardley, 
who communicated that: “I am impressed with the amount and the quality of work they 
have done and believe that they have adequately addressed the Team’s concerns” 
(see attached email message). 
  
RECOMMENDATION:   That the State Board of Education accept the UMPI Interim 
Status Report. With the Board’s affirmation the University’s State approval cycle for its 
educator preparation programs will be extended through early winter 2011.  
    
MOVED by Mabel Desmond, seconded by Jim Carignan, and unanimously voted by 
those present to approve extending the University of Maine at Presque Isle’s educator 
preparation program to early winter of 2011.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

• That Jim Banks will be working with Mary to coordinate the 2009 Board Retreat.  
The Board discussed the retreat location and what month would be best for all 
members to attend.  For student members to not miss school days the best time 
to meet for 2 days would be late June at the end of the legislative session or in 
August before school begins.  July is not a good time as many people are on 
family vacations. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
 

• Al Minthorn addressed the Board with his concerns regarding the laptop 
initiative and Mac computers being in the high schools when the colleges are  
all using IBM. 
 

ADJOURNMENT: 
 
Moved by Jim Banks, seconded by Jim Carignan, and unanimously voted by those 
present to adjourn the February 11, 2009, State Board of Education meeting at  
3:30 PM. 
 


