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       STATE OF MAINE

The State Board of Education held a regular monthly meeting on Wednesday, May 12, 2004, at the Cross State Office Building, Augusta, with the following members present:  Chair Jean Gulliver, Vice Chair Philip Dionne, Joyce McPhetres, Wes Bonney, Ken Allen, Jack Norris, Ellie Multer, and Janet Tockman.  Excused:  Jim Carignan
Also present were:  Scott Brown, AIA, School Construction; Judith Malcolm, Team Leader, Support Systems Team; Commissioner Susan Gendron; Deputy Commissioner Patrick Phillips; and Rhonda Casey, Clerk.

Note:  The Workshop Session was interrupted at 10:30 a.m. due to Board members attending Governor Baldacci’s signing of LD 1924, An Act to Reduce the Cost of Local Government through Increased State Education Funding and Provide Property Tax Relief.   Therefore, workshop discussions were resumed during the Board’s 1:00 p.m. meeting.  
CALLED TO ORDER:
The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
MOVED by Wes Bonney, seconded by Ken Allen, and voted eight in favor to approve the March 10, 2004, minutes as written.  
CONSENT AGENDA:
MAJOR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM; SITE APPROVAL CONSIDERATION; LEWISTON SCHOOL DEPARTMENT; FARWELL SCHOOL PROJECT
MAJOR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM; SITE APPROVAL CONSIDERATION; SAD #68; ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PROJECT

MOVED by Phil Dionne, seconded by Joyce McPhetres, and voted eight in favor to approve the consent agenda.

REGULAR BUSINESS: 
Extend the Major Capital Improvement Program Special Priority List for Rating Cycle 2001-2002 to include SAD #21
Statement of Fact:  The current Special Priority list was created in May 2002.  The State Board of Education’s Rules Chapter 61 – Rules for Major Capital School Construction Projects, Section 5 states, “Should resources permit additional projects to be funded during the same rating cycle, the State Board may designate more projects from the Priority List in priority order.”  Projects placed on the Special Priority List will receive school construction subsidy under 20-A M.R.S.A. §15901(1) subject to Design & Funding Approval by the State Board of Education and subject to available funding.

On February 12, 2003, the State Board of Education adopted the following Resolve:

That the State Board of Education, in keeping with its policy on regionalization (Resolution of the State Board of Education, adopted 8/21/02), strongly supports the municipality of Peru joining with School Administrative District #21.

That the State Board recognizes the high priority need for improved school facilities in Peru and in Canton and supports a school construction project that addresses the school needs of these communities once Peru has joined SAD #21 and SAD #21 has been placed on the Special Priority List.  The Canton Elementary School (SAD #21) is presently #12 on the Priority List and the Peru Elementary School is presently #13 on the Priority List.
SAD #21 and Peru have each voted to allow Peru to join SAD #21 and the Commissioner of the Department of Education has signed an amended certificate for the school administrative district.

Recommendation:  The Department of Education recommends that the State Board of Education approve adding SAD #21 to the Special Priority List for rating cycle 2001-2002 with Concept Approval to be obtained for this project by 2006.

Recommendation to the State Board of Education
From the Construction Committee

At its meeting on May 3, 2004, the Construction Committee voted to recommend State Board of Education approval of the following:  Extend the Major Capital Improvement Program Special Priority List for Rating Cycle 2001-2002 to include SAD #21. This recommendation is based, in part, on statements by the Department of Education’s Management Information Systems team that the payments for construction of a facility for SAD #21 will fall within the approved debt limits as established in 20-A M.R.S.A. §15905(1).

MOVED by Ellie Multer, seconded by Jack Norris, and voted eight in favor to add SAD #21 to the Special Priority List for rating cycle 2001-2002 with the Concept Approval to be obtained for this project by 2006.  
Note:  The morning Workshop Session resumed at 1:15 p.m. and discussions continued involving small schools, the Regional Teacher Development Centers (RTDCs), and the ATM presentation.  Discussions concluded and the Board continued its regular afternoon meeting.  
MOVED by Janet Tockman, seconded by Joyce McPhetres, and voted eight in favor to add to New Business the consideration of drafting a press release supporting LD 1924, An Act to Reduce the Cost of Local Government through Increased State Education Funding and Provide Property Tax Relief which the Governor Baldacci signed into law Wednesday, May 12, 2004.  
NEW BUSINESS:
CONSIDERATION OF DRAFTING A PRESS RELEASE SUPPORTING LD 1924, ACT TO REDUCE THE COST OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT THROUGH INCREASED STATE EDUCATION FUNDING AND PROVIDE PROPERTY TAX RELIEF 
MOVED by Joyce McPhetres, seconded by Wes Bonney, and voted seven in favor, with one member abstaining (Phil Dionne), to draft a press release supporting LD 1924.  The Board agreed that language in the press release should outline the Board’s opposition to “Question 1A” and link its reasons to that opposition.  
COMMISSIONER’S REPORT:

Deputy Commissioner Patrick Phillips provided the following update:
· That the Department of Education will be releasing several informational letters on a variety of topics relating to the implementation of Maine’s Learning Results.  To assist superintendents each informational letter begins with a bulleted list of key points.  In addition, a Power Point presentation has been created using the bulleted list of key points.  
· Local Assessment Systems (LAS) field study:  the committee’s hope is to complete the report soon.  The Department is engaged in a year long study of how the LAS work is being completed at the local level and the impact that it may be having on resources and capacity at the local level.  All districts will be surveyed this spring to determine where they are in developing their LAS.  A report will be completed this summer and distributed to the Board in the fall.   
· A proposal from Apple Computer about the possibility of leasing laptop computers is being discussed among the Governor Baldacci, Commissioner Gendron, and staff from Apple Computer.
CHAIR’S REPORT:

Chair Gulliver reported on the following:  
· That the National Association of State Boards of Education (NASBE) has mailed an election ballot to its member states asking them cast their vote for the Northeastern Area representatives.  
· That the State Board of Education’s annual retreat is scheduled for September 13 and 14 and that the Board needs to start planning for this retreat with topics of discussion.

NOMINATION COMMITTEE:

Joyce McPhetres, Chair of the Nomination Committee, announced on behalf of the Nomination Committee that Jim Carignan has been nominated as chair and Phil Dionne as vice chair.  The Board will formally cast its vote during the June 9, 2004 meeting.  The new chair and vice chair will assume their roles beginning July 1, 2004, and ending June 30, 2005.  

The Nomination Committee also discussed at length Jean Gulliver’s role as chair over the past several years and how critical her role has been for the Board, the leadership that she has provided, and the respect and the admiration that she has gained and earned.  
BOARD MEMBERS REPORTS:
Ellie Multer:

· That she attended a meeting in Bar Harbor on May 10 and 11 with RoseMary Muir, Nancy Ibarguen, and the Joint School Committees for Maine Indian Education, which is a group that represents all the Indian tribes.  The meeting was held to further discuss and present a draft proposal on how to accommodate the desire of the tribes to recognize their teachers of native language in order for these teachers to receive the appropriate certification elements in their schools.  Rosemary, Nancy, and she collaborated to develop a new endorsement for native language teachers, which can be obtained through two pathways.  The language in the draft requires “documentation” from the Native American group to the Department of Education that the individual has demonstrated a level of proficiency in the native language and has completed the course in teaching of exceptional students.  Upon completion of the requirements in either pathway the individual would receive a conditional certificate.  
Jan Tockman:   
· That the Certification Committee will be meeting on May 27, from 1:00 – 4:00 p.m. to discuss three different requests involving health methods, art, and K-3 early education, which are aspects of teacher certification.  

Wes Bonney:  

· That he is a part of the Advisory Council for the Southern Maine Partnership.  It may be possible in the near future to have a presentation by this group present during one of the Board’s monthly meetings.  
Ken Allen: 
· That he and Jan presented SAD 74 with the Making the Grade Award for its Dance Institute Program on May 8, and on May 19 he and Jack will be presenting Isle au Haut with the Making the Grade Award for its Island Ecology Program.  

Joyce McPhetres: 

· That she attended the Task Force on Gender Equity in Education (GEE), in which Patrick Phillips is a co-chair.

· That on May 11 she provided facilitation for Hannaford Brothers and a group of the Teacher of the Year (TOY) past finalists on program improvement and enhancements.  Hannaford wants to expand the program in Maine.  
Phil Dionne: 

· That he attended a series of lectures entitled Architalx Community Discussion Group.  Two of the four lectures focused on “green construction” and Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design (LEED).  
Jack Norris:  
· That he is a member of the Community School Health Program and the committee is making progress in its meetings concerning diet and obesity.  The Committee incorporated the State Board of Education’s statement on physical education in its Maine State Plan for Physical Activity & Nutrition (PAN).  
· The Career Technical Education (CTE) Committee will be meeting on June 15-17 in South Portland to further discuss its visioning process.  
Patrick Phillips:  
· Thanked Joyce McPhetres for attending the department-wide meeting and providing her assistance.  
ADJOURNMENT:

State Board of Education unanimously agreed to adjourn the May 12, 2004, meeting at 3:45 p.m.
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