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4.9.2 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by 
applying basic capitalization rules

4.9.3 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by 
using commas correctly in dates and in a series

   148167.000 A Common, F1 

q  Which word in the sentence below 
should be capitalized?   

“please fasten your seat belts,” the pilot 
told the passengers.

A.    please 

B.    seat  

C.    pilot 

D.    passengers 

  

      148263.001 D Common, F1 

  w  Where should a comma be added to the 
sentence below?   

Marty planned to do his school report 
about lions tigers, or bears.

A.    after  planned  

B.    after  school  

C.    after  report  

D.    after  lions  
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4.9.1 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by 
identifying grammatical errors, when given examples

4.1.1 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by writing 
a variety of complete simple and compound sentences

      148081.000 D Common, F1 

   e Which of the following is a complete 
sentence?   

A.    Stayed up late last night reading 
a book. 

B.    Story hour at the library on Saturday 
mornings. 

C.    An interesting book to read for a 
book report. 

D.    I read my favorite book over 
and over. 

  

      148126.000 B Common, F1 

r How should the underlined words in the 
sentence below be written?  

“The camping trip was fun for my 
family and I,” Marcy said.

A.    they and my family 

B.    my family and me 

C.    I and my family 

D.    them and my family 

  



3NECAP_2010_Grade5_Writing_Released_Items_Support_Materials

NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 5 WRITING

4.9.5 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions 
by correctly spelling grade-appropriate, high-frequency words and recognizing syllables and affi x 
patterns/rules that are characteristic of the English spelling system

4.9.4 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by 
using end punctuation correctly in a variety of sentence structures

      148327.001 C Common, F1 

      t Which spelling change should be made 
in the sentence below?   

My regular day starts at sunrise when 
I wake up and fi naly ends twelve 
hours later.

A.    Change   regular   to  reguler . 

B.    Change   sunrise   to  sunrize . 

C.    Change   fi naly   to  fi nally . 

D.    Change   later   to  latter . 

  

  

     148316.000 D Common, F1 

   y Which sentence has a punctuation error 
at the end?   

A.    I like the buzzing sound that 
bees make. 

B.    I think that is a yellow jacket, 
not a bee. 

C.    Watch out for the bee fl ying around 
your head! 

D.    The bee is very big and buzzes 
loudly? 
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4.1.1 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by writing 
a variety of complete simple and compound sentences 

4.9.2 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by 
applying basic capitalization rules  

      148023.001 A Common, F1 

   u What is the    best  way to combine the 
sentences below? 

People enjoyed the play. People clapped 
for the actors at the end.

A.    People enjoyed the play and clapped 
for the actors at the end. 

B.    People enjoyed the play, people 
clapped for the actors at the end. 

C.    People enjoyed the play or clapped 
for the actors at the end. 

D.    People enjoyed the play, but people 
clapped for the actors at the end. 

  

      148246.000 D Common, F1 

  i  Which word in the sentences below 
should be capitalized?   

My friend and I played a computer 
game with my brothers. we won!

A.    computer 

B.    game 

C.    brothers 

D.    we 
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4.9.3 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by 
using commas correctly in dates and in a series

4.1.1 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by writing 
a variety of complete simple and compound sentences

      148278.001 C Common, F1 

o Where should a comma be added to the 
sentence below?  

I turned fi ve on September 4 2003, the 
same day school started.

A.    after  I  

B.    after  fi ve  

C.    after  4  

D.    after  day  

  

 

      148062.001 C Common, F1 

1) What is the    best  way to combine the 
sentences below?

The children ran across the beach. The 
children jumped into the water.

A.    The children ran across the beach, 
jumped into the water. 

B.    The children ran across the beach 
but jumped into the water. 

C.    The children ran across the beach 
and jumped into the water. 

D.    The children ran across the beach, 
and the children jumped into the 
water. 

  
 



6NECAP_2010_Grade5_Writing_Released_Items_Support_Materials

NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 5 WRITING

Scoring Guide:

Score Description

4

The paragraph thoroughly describes a character who is trying the 
student’s least favorite food. The paragraph contains relevant and 
descriptive details. The paragraph includes a variety of correct sentence 
structures and demonstrates sustained control of grade-appropriate 
grammar, usage, and mechanics.

3

The paragraph describes a character who is trying the student’s least 
favorite food. The paragraph contains some details. The paragraph 
includes some sentence variety and demonstrates general control of 
grade-appropriate grammar, usage, and mechanics.

2

The paragraph is an attempt to describe a character who is trying 
the student’s least favorite food. The paragraph contains limited details. 
The paragraph includes some attempt at sentence variety and may 
demonstrate inconsistent control of grade-appropriate grammar, usage, 
and mechanics.

1

The paragraph may be unclear and/or a minimal attempt to describe a 
character who is trying the student’s least favorite food. The paragraph 
includes little or no sentence variety and may demonstrate a lack of 
control of grade-appropriate grammar, usage, and mechanics.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response

4.5.1 Students demonstrate use of narrative strategies by using relevant and descriptive details

Least Favorite Food 
Narrative Writing

(There is no passage that accompanies this prompt.)

     150198.003 Common, F1 

     1! Think about your least favorite food. Write a paragraph that describes a character who is 
trying that food for the fi rst time.   
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4
(EXAMPLE A)

s
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4
(EXAMPLE B)

s
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 3
(EXAMPLE A)

s
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 3
(EXAMPLE B)

s
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE A)

s
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE B)

s
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s

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE C)

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 1
(EXAMPLE A)

s
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s

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 1
(EXAMPLE B)

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 1
(EXAMPLE C)

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 0
(EXAMPLE A)

s

s
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s

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 0
(EXAMPLE B)
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Scoring Guide:

Score Description

4

The paragraph provides a thorough explanation of how the speaker feels 
about snow. The paragraph maintains a clear focus/purpose throughout; 
contains specifi c details from the poem to support the focus; and is 
well-organized. The paragraph includes a variety of correct sentence 
structures and demonstrates sustained control of grade-appropriate 
grammar, usage, and mechanics.

3

The paragraph provides an explanation of how the speaker feels about snow. 
The paragraph maintains a focus/purpose, but there may be minor lapses. 
The paragraph contains some relevant details that support the focus. The 
paragraph is generally well-organized. The paragraph includes some sentence 
variety and demonstrates general control of grade-appropriate grammar, 
usage, and mechanics.

2

The paragraph is an attempt at an explanation of how the speaker feels 
about snow. The paragraph contains major lapses in focus/purpose and/or 
few relevant supporting details from the poem. The paragraph includes some 
attempt at sentence variety and may demonstrate inconsistent control of 
grammar, usage, and mechanics.

1
The paragraph is a minimal or vague statement of how the speaker 
feels about snow.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response

Training Notes:
A response that discusses the speaker’s reaction to the sun is acceptable if supported 
by details from the poem.

Sunflakes
Response to Literary Text

4.3.2 In response to literary or informational text, students make and support analytical judgments 
about text by making inferences about content, events, characters, setting, or common themes

(The poem for this prompt is located in Released Items 2010 – Grade 5 Writing.)

           150134.004 Common, F1 

d How do you think the speaker in the poem feels about snow? Write a paragraph using 
details from the poem to support your response.  
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4
(EXAMPLE A)

1@
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4
(EXAMPLE B)

1@
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 3
(EXAMPLE A)

1@
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 3
(EXAMPLE B)

1@
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1@

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE A)

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE B)

1@
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 1
(EXAMPLE A)

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 1
(EXAMPLE B)

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 0

1@

1@

1@
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Scoring Guide:

Score Description

4

The paragraph contains a thorough explanation of what is known about 
dinosaurs. The paragraph maintains a focus/purpose throughout, includes 
relevant facts from the organizer, and is well-organized. The paragraph 
includes a variety of correct sentence structures and demonstrates 
sustained control of grade-appropriate grammar, usage, and mechanics.

3

The paragraph contains an explanation of what is known about 
dinosaurs. The paragraph maintains a focus/purpose but there may be 
minor lapses. The paragraph includes mostly relevant facts from the 
organizer and is generally well-organized. The paragraph includes some 
sentence variety and demonstrates general control of grade-appropriate 
grammar, usage, and mechanics.

2

The paragraph is an attempt at an explanation of what is known about 
dinosaurs. The paragraph contains major lapses in focus/purpose and/or 
limited relevant facts from the organizer. The paragraph includes some attempt 
at sentence variety and may demonstrate inconsistent control of grade-
appropriate grammar, usage, and mechanics.

1
The paragraph is a minimal or vague statement about what 
scientists know about dinosaurs.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response

Dinosaurs
Report Writing

4.7.2 In informational writing, students effectively convey purpose by stating and maintaining a 
focus/controlling idea on a topic

(The organizer for this prompt is located in Released Items 2010 – Grade 5 Writing.)

     150237.003 150238 Common, F1 

   1# Write a paragraph that explains what is known about dinosaurs. Choose information from 
the organizer to support the main idea of your paragraph.   



24NECAP_2010_Grade5_Writing_Released_Items_Support_Materials

NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 5 WRITING

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4
(EXAMPLE A)

1#
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4
(EXAMPLE B)

1#
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 3
(EXAMPLE A)

1#
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 3
(EXAMPLE B)

1#
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1#

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE A)

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE B)

1#
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1#

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 0

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 1
(EXAMPLE A)

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 1
(EXAMPLE B)

1#

1#
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Wildlife Photographer
Response to Informational Text

(The passage for this prompt is located in Released Items 2010 – Grade 5 Writing.)

4.2 Writing in Response to Literary or Informational Text – 
Showing Understanding of Ideas in Text 

4.2.1 In response to literary or informational text, students show understanding of plot/ideas/
concepts by selecting appropriate information to set context/background 

4.2.3 In response to literary or informational text, students show understanding of plot/ideas/
concepts by connecting what has been read (plot/ideas/concepts) to prior knowledge, which 
might include other texts

4.3 Writing in Response to Literary or Informational Text –
Making Analytical Judgments about Text

4.3.1 In response to literary or informational text, students make and support analytical 
judgments about text by stating and maintaining a focus (purpose) when responding to a given 
question 

4.3.2 In response to literary or informational text, students make and support analytical 
judgments about text by making inferences about content, events, characters, setting, or 
common themes EXAMPLE (of theme): honesty isn’t always easy

4.3.3 In response to literary or informational text, students make and support analytical 
judgments about text by using specifi c details and references to text to support focus

4.3.4 In response to literary or informational text students make and support analytical 
judgments about text by organizing ideas, using transition words/phrases, and writing a 
conclusion

4.1 Structures of Language –
Applying Understanding of Sentences, Paragraphs, Text Structures

4.1.1 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by 
writing a variety of complete simple and compound sentences

4.1.2 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by 
using the paragraph form: indenting, main idea, supporting details 
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            150165.003 Common, F1 

   1$ Would you like to have Paul Nicklen’s job? Use details from the article to support your 
response.  

        

4.9 Writing Conventions – 
Applying Rules of Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics

4.9.1 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions 
by identifying grammatical errors, when given examples EXAMPLES: he don’t; Him and me 
went

4.9.2 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions 
by applying basic capitalization rules EXAMPLES: names, beginning sentences, proper nouns, 
titles

4.9.3 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions 
by using commas correctly in dates and in a series (Note: either form is correct—x, y, and z or 
x, y and z)

4.9.4 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions 
by using end punctuation correctly in a variety of sentence structures

4.9.5 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions 
by correctly spelling grade-appropriate, high-frequency words and recognizing syllables and 
affi x patterns/rules that are characteristic of the English spelling system EXAMPLES: consonant 
doubling, change y to i, drop silent e, spelling rules for affi xes
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Scoring Guide:

Score Description

6

• Purpose is clear throughout; strong focus/controlling idea OR strongly stated 
 purpose focuses the writing
• Intentionally organized for effect
• Fully developed details; rich and/or insightful elaboration supports purpose
• Distinctive voice, tone, and style enhance meaning
• Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and 
 mechanics

5

• Purpose is clear; focus/controlling idea is maintained throughout
• Well-organized and coherent throughout
• Details are relevant and support purpose; details are suffi ciently elaborated
• Strong command of sentence structure; uses language to enhance meaning
• Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and 
 mechanics

4

• Purpose is evident; focus/controlling idea may not be maintained
• Generally organized and coherent
• Details are relevant and mostly support purpose
• Well-constructed sentences; uses language well
• May have inconsistent control of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics

3

• Writing has a general purpose
• Some sense of organization; may have lapses in coherence
• Some relevant details support purpose
• Uses language adequately; may show little variety of sentence structures
• May contain some serious errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics

2

• Attempted or vague purpose; stays on topic
• Little evidence of organization; lapses in coherence
• Generalizes or lists details 
• Lacks sentence control; uses language poorly
• Errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics are distracting

1

• Lack of evident purpose; topic may not be clear
• Incoherent or undeveloped organization
• Random details 
• Rudimentary or defi cient use of language
• Serious and persistent errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics throughout

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 6
(EXAMPLE A)

1$
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 6
(EXAMPLE A)
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 6
(EXAMPLE A)

• Purpose is clear throughout; strong focus/controlling idea OR strongly stated purpose 
focuses the writing

• Intentionally organized for effect
• Fully developed details; rich and/or insightful elaboration supports purpose
• Distinctive voice, tone, and style enhance meaning
• Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 6
(EXAMPLE B)

1$
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 6
(EXAMPLE B)
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 6
(EXAMPLE B)

• Purpose is clear throughout; strong focus/controlling idea OR strongly stated purpose 
focuses the writing

• Intentionally organized for effect
• Fully developed details; rich and/or insightful elaboration supports purpose
• Distinctive voice, tone, and style enhance meaning
• Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 5
(EXAMPLE A)

1$



40NECAP_2010_Grade5_Writing_Released_Items_Support_Materials

NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 5 WRITING

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 5
(EXAMPLE A)

• Purpose is clear; focus/controlling idea is maintained throughout
• Well-organized and coherent throughout
• Details are relevant and support purpose; details are suffi ciently elaborated
• Strong command of sentence structure; uses language to enhance meaning
• Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 5
(EXAMPLE B)

1$
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 5
(EXAMPLE B)

• Purpose is clear; focus/controlling idea is maintained throughout
• Well-organized and coherent throughout
• Details are relevant and support purpose; details are suffi ciently elaborated
• Strong command of sentence structure; uses language to enhance meaning
• Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4
(EXAMPLE A)

1$
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4
(EXAMPLE A)

• Purpose is evident; focus/controlling idea may not be maintained
• Generally organized and coherent
• Details are relevant and mostly support purpose
• Well-constructed sentences; uses language well
• May have inconsistent control of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4
(EXAMPLE B)

1$
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NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 5 WRITING

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4
(EXAMPLE B)
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4
(EXAMPLE B)

• Purpose is evident; focus/controlling idea may not be maintained
• Generally organized and coherent
• Details are relevant and mostly support purpose
• Well-constructed sentences; uses language well
• May have inconsistent control of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics
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NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 5 WRITING

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 3
(EXAMPLE A)

1$
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 3
(EXAMPLE A)

• Writing has a general purpose
• Some sense of organization; may have lapses in coherence
• Some relevant details support purpose
• Uses language adequately; may show little variety of sentence structures
• May contain some serious errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics
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NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 5 WRITING

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 3
(EXAMPLE B)

1$
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 3
(EXAMPLE B)

• Writing has a general purpose
• Some sense of organization; may have lapses in coherence
• Some relevant details support purpose
• Uses language adequately; may show little variety of sentence structures
• May contain some serious errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics
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1$

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE A)

• Attempted or vague purpose; stays on topic
• Little evidence of organization; lapses in coherence
• Generalizes or lists details
• Lacks sentence control; uses language poorly
• Errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics are distracting
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1$

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE B)

• Attempted or vague purpose; stays on topic
• Little evidence of organization; lapses in coherence
• Generalizes or lists details
• Lacks sentence control; uses language poorly
• Errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics are distracting



54NECAP_2010_Grade5_Writing_Released_Items_Support_Materials

NECAP 2010 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 5 WRITING

1$

1$

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 1
(EXAMPLE A)

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 1
(EXAMPLE B)

• Lack of evident purpose; topic may not be clear
• Incoherent or undeveloped organization
• Random details
• Rudimentary or defi cient use of language
• Serious and persistent errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics throughout

• Lack of evident purpose; topic may not be clear
• Incoherent or undeveloped organization
• Random details
• Rudimentary or defi cient use of language
• Serious and persistent errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics throughout
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 0

Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.



Grade 5 Writing Released Item Information - 2010  
 

Released Item Number 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
Content Strand1 SC SC SC SC SC SC SC SC SC SC NW LR RW IR 
GLE Code 4-9 4-9 4-1 4-9 4-9 4-9 4-1 4-9 4-9 4-1 4-5 4-3 4-7 4-2, 4-3, 4-1, 4-9
Depth of Knowledge Code 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 2 2 2 2 3 
Item Type2 MC MC MC MC MC MC MC MC MC MC CR CR CR ER 
Answer Key A D D B C D A D C C     
Total Possible Points 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 4 4 4 12 

 
1Content Strand:  SC = Structures of Language & Writing Conventions.  Short Responses — NW = Narrative Writing, LR = Response 
to Literary Text, RW = Report Writing.   Extended Response —  IR = Response to Informational Text 
 
2Item Type:  MC = Multiple Choice, CR = Constructed Response, ER = Writing Prompt 

 


