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Scoring Guide:

Score Description

4

Response is a well-organized paragraph that clearly describes a storm from 
the appropriate point of view. The response contains descriptive details 
and a clear focus, and maintains that focus throughout. Response contains 
varied sentence length and structure.

3
Response generally describes a storm from the appropriate point of view. 
The response contains some descriptive details and a clear focus but there 
may be minor lapses. 

2
Response is an attempt at a description of a storm. The response may 
depart from the appropriate point of view, or there may be major lapses in 
the focus.

1
Response may be unclear and/or a minimal attempt at a response to the 
prompt.

0 Response is irrelevant.

Blank no response

ID:202445 Common

1! Imagine there is a storm coming across a lake. Write a description of the approaching storm. Use 
sensory language and varied sentence structures to develop your description.



2NECAP_2005-2006_Grade8_Writing_V2_Released

NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

SCORE POINT 4

1!
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SCORE POINT 3

1!
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SCORE POINT 2

SCORE POINT 1

1!

1!
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SCORE POINT 0

1!
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Scoring Guide:

Score Description

4

Response provides a position on the question of cell phone use and 
includes an attempt to persuade the reader to agree with the writer’s 
opinion. The paragraph contains a relevant focus/controlling idea and details 
that support the focus. 

3

Response provides a position on the question of cell phone use and 
includes an attempt to persuade the reader to agree with the writer’s 
opinion. The paragraph contains a relevant focus/controlling idea and 
appropriate details. There may be minor lapses in focus and/or details that 
lack development or specifi city.

2
Response is an attempt at a paragraph that provides a position and 
attempts to persuade the reader. There may be major lapses in focus (e.g., 
the position and support may be unclear).

1
Response is undeveloped or contains an unclear focus (i.e., there is little 
evidence of a position or support).

0 Response is irrelevant.

Blank no response

ID:202470 Common

1@ Some people use cell phones while in restaurants, stores, movies, or even when they are driving. Is this 
good for our society? Write a paragraph that develops one strong argument to persuade the reader to 
agree with your opinion.
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SCORE POINT 4

1@
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SCORE POINT 3

1@
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SCORE POINT 2

SCORE POINT 1

1@

1@
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SCORE POINT 0

1@



11NECAP_2005-2006_Grade8_Writing_V2_Released

NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

Scoring Guide:

Score Description

4
Response identifi es the comparison and provides a clear explanation of 
how the poet makes the comparison. The paragraph maintains the focus/
purpose throughout, includes supporting details, and is well-organized. 

3

Response identifi es the comparison and provides a general explanation of 
how the poet makes the comparison. The paragraph maintains the focus/
purpose, but there may be minor lapses. The response includes some 
supporting details and is generally well-organized.

2
Response contains an attempt to identify the comparison and explain how 
the poet makes the comparison. The response contains major lapses in 
focus/purpose and/or few relevant supporting details from the text.

1
Response is a minimal or vague statement about the comparison in the 
poem.

0 Response is irrelevant.

Blank no response

Scoring Notes:

The poet compares a poem to eating/food.

Comparison is developed by showing that reading a poem should not be more diffi cult 
than eating:

It doesn’t have to be a formal task, it can be informal and enjoyable: “pick it up with 
your fi ngers and lick the juice that may run down your chin.”

You don’t need special equipment: “you may not need a knife or fork or spoon,” etc.

ID:202401 Common

1# What does the poet compare a poem to? Write a paragraph that explains how the poet makes this 
comparison. Include details from the poem to support your response.
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SCORE POINT 4

f
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SCORE POINT 3

f
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SCORE POINT 2

SCORE POINT 1

f

f
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SCORE POINT 0

f
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Scoring Guide:

Score Description

1
Response contains an appropriate focus/controlling idea related to the 
prompt. The focus/controlling idea may or may not be developed in the 
response.

0 Response is irrelevant.

Blank no response

ID:202537 Common

1$ What is the focus/controlling idea of your response?

Is babysitting the right job for you? Write a response, using information from the passage and your 
own ideas.

ID:213695 Common

1% What are the supporting details/references to text in your response?

Scoring Guide:

Score Description

1

Response contains appropriate supporting details/references to text related 
to the prompt. The supporting details/references may or may not appear in 
the text, as long as they are a logical extension of the ideas presented. 
The supporting details/references may or may not be used in the response.

0 Response is irrelevant.

Blank no response
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ID:213696 Common

1^ What is the conclusion to your response?

Scoring Guide:

Score Description

1
Response contains an appropriate conclusion related to the prompt. The 
conclusion may or may not be used in the response. 

0 Response is irrelevant.

Blank no response

ID:213697 Common

1& Is babysitting the right job for you? Write a response, using information from the passage and your 
own ideas.

Scoring Guide:

Score Description

6

• Purpose is clear throughout; a strong focus/controlling idea OR strongly  
stated purpose focuses the writing.

• Writing is intentionally organized for effect.
• Fully developed details and rich and/or insightful elaboration support the 

purpose.
• Distinctive voice, tone, and style enhance meaning.
• Writing shows consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, 

usage, and mechanics.

5

• Purpose is clear; a focus/controlling idea is maintained throughout.
• Writing is well-organized and coherent throughout.
• Details are relevant and support the purpose; details are suffi ciently 

elaborated.
• Writing shows strong command of sentence structure and uses 

language to enhance meaning.
• Writing shows consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, 

usage, and mechanics.

4

• Purpose is evident; a focus/controlling idea may not be maintained.
• Writing is generally organized and coherent.
• Details are relevant and mostly support the purpose.
• Writing contains well-constructed sentences and uses language well.
• Writing may show inconsistent control of grade-level grammar, usage, 

and mechanics.
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3

• Writing has a general purpose.
• Writing has some sense of organization but may have lapses in coherence.
• Some relevant details support the purpose.
• Writing uses language adequately but may show little variety of sentence 

structures.
• Writing may contain some serious errors in grammar, usage, and 

mechanics.

2

• Writing has an attempted or vague purpose but stays on topic.
• Writing has little evidence of organization; there are lapses in coherence.
• Writing generalizes or lists details.
• Writing lacks sentence control and uses language poorly.
• Errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics are distracting.

1

• There is a lack of evident purpose; topic may not be clear.
• Writing has incoherent or underdeveloped organization.
• Writing contains random information.
• Writing shows rudimentary or defi cient use of language.
• Writing has serious and persistent errors in grammar, usage, and 

mechanics throughout.

0 Writing is irrelevant.

Blank no response

Scoring Guide (continued):



19NECAP_2005-2006_Grade8_Writing_V2_Released

NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

SCORE POINT 1

1$

j

SCORE POINT 1

h

SCORE POINT 1
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SCORE POINT 6

k
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• Purpose is clear throughout; a strong focus/controlling idea OR strongly stated purpose
focuses the writing.

• Writing is intentionally organized for effect.
• Fully developed details and rich and/or insightful elaboration support the purpose.
• Distinctive voice, tone, and style enhance meaning.
• Writing shows consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and

mechanics.
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SCORE POINT 1

1$

j

SCORE POINT 1

h

SCORE POINT 1



24NECAP_2005-2006_Grade8_Writing_V2_Released

NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

SCORE POINT 5

k



25NECAP_2005-2006_Grade8_Writing_V2_Released

NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING



26NECAP_2005-2006_Grade8_Writing_V2_Released

NECAP 2005 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 8 WRITING

• Purpose is clear; a focus/controlling idea is maintained throughout.
• Writing is well-organized and coherent throughout.
• Details are relevant and support the purpose; details are suffi ciently elaborated.
• Writing shows strong command of sentence structure and uses language to

enhance meaning.
• Writing shows consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage,

and mechanics.
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SCORE POINT 1

1$

j

SCORE POINT 1

h

SCORE POINT 1
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SCORE POINT 4

k
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• Purpose is evident; a focus/controlling idea may not be maintained.
• Writing is generally organized and coherent.
• Details are relevant and mostly support the purpose.
• Writing contains well-constructed sentences and uses language well.
• Writing may show inconsistent control of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics.
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SCORE POINT 1

1$

j

SCORE POINT 1

h

SCORE POINT 1
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SCORE POINT 3

k
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• Writing has a general purpose.
• Writing has some sense of organization but may have lapses in coherence.
• Some relevant details support the purpose.
• Writing uses language adequately but may show little variety of sentence structures.
• Writing may contain some serious errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics.
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SCORE POINT 1

1$

j

SCORE POINT 1

h

SCORE POINT 1
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SCORE POINT 2

k

• Writing has an attempted or vague purpose but stays on topic.
• Writing has little evidence of organization; there are lapses in coherence.
• Writing generalizes or lists details.
• Writing lacks sentence control and uses language poorly.
• Errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics are distracting.
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SCORE POINT 1

1$

j

SCORE POINT 1

h

SCORE POINT 1
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SCORE POINT 1

k

• There is a lack of evident purpose; topic may not be clear.
• Writing has incoherent or underdeveloped organization.
• Writing contains random information.
• Writing shows rudimentary or defi cient use of language.
• Writing has serious and persistent errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics throughout.
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SCORE POINT 0

1$

j

SCORE POINT 0

h

SCORE POINT 0
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SCORE POINT 0

k

Planning boxes and student response are a direct copy from the passage and contain no original 
student response.


