Connecting US to Strengthen K-5 Mathematics Content and Pedagogy:

A University/School Partnership

Project Abstract

The major outcome of the proposed project is to strengthen K-5 mathematics by joining the university with local school systems to improve pedagogy and deepen mathematic knowledge in teachers.  The university’s focus will be on delivering professional development to enhance teachers’ mathematical content knowledge through on-line courses with initial face-to-face meetings to familiarize teachers with the technology.  The school systems will initiate professional development opportunities that focus on teachers’ acquisition of pedagogical knowledge for effective mathematical instruction.  Together the partnership will serve to develop knowledge and skills teachers need to be effective math educators.  Teachers are the key to improve mathematics education. The ongoing, sustained, intensive professional development of teachers defines what they are able to do with their students. The proposed relationship between higher education and school systems in delivering systemic professional development provides complementary activities that promote teacher learning and, subsequently, impacts student learning.  

This proposal elucidates the details of this project by addressing the five parts of the proposal requirements:  (A) Evidence of Meaningful Partnership; (B) Alignment of Project Goals and Objectives with Professional Development Needs; (C) Project Narrative; (D) Evaluation and Accountability Plan; and (E) Budget and Cost Effectiveness.

