
 
 
 
 
 
 
TO:  Accounting software application service providers serving Maine School 

  Administrative Units 
 

FROM: James E. Rier, Jr., Policy Director and Team Leader 
  Management Information Systems 
 
SUBJECT: Collection of Financial Data from School Administrative Units 
 
DATE:   January 5, 2005 
 

As stated in my memo to you on 10/29/04, the Maine Department of Education 
has been developing the Maine Education Data Management System.  One of the 
modules in MEDMS is going to be designed to collect financial data from school 
administrative units across the state.  The first step needed towards this goal was to make 
available to all school administrative units a revised Accounting Handbook for Local 
School Systems and a new model chart of accounts by 12/31/04.  As of today, the revised 
Accounting Handbook (2005 edition) and the new model chart of accounts have been 
made available to all school administrative units across the state.  Both the revised 
Accounting Handbook and the model chart of accounts can be found on the Department 
of Education web site:  http://www.maine.gov/education/data/handbookmenu.htm                                           
 

In an effort to make you aware of the need for both the Handbook revisions and 
the creation of the model chart of accounts, I would like to invite you to a meeting on 
Wednesday, January 19 at 1:00 pm in the Cross Building (located in Augusta, behind the 
Capitol Building), in room 500, to discuss the revised Accounting Handbook and the new 
model chart of accounts.  I, and members of my team, will also discuss the reasons for the 
revisions and the impact the Essential Programs and Services Funding Model has had on 
the way the Department of Education collects financial data and how the data is used.  At 
this meeting, we will also be happy to hear any input you may have on these items.   

 
Please review these materials and direct any questions regarding them to Joanne 

Allen, School Finance Consultant, at joanne.allen@maine.gov .  I look forward to seeing 
you on January 19. 


