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EXHIBIT: VII.B. 
 
TO:  Members of the State Board of Education 
 
FROM: Susan A. Gendron, Commissioner* 
 
DATE:  March 11, 2009 
 
SUBJECT: Consideration of the Review Team Report Concerning the Application for 

Renewal of State Program Approval from Southern New Hampshire 
University to Offer Undergraduate and Graduate Programs in Maine 

 
Background:   20-A MRSA, Chapter 409 provides that the State Board of Education 
may approve an application from a postsecondary educational institution located 
outside the State of Maine to offer within the State courses or programs for academic 
credit.  Officials from Southern New Hampshire University, located in Manchester, New 
Hampshire, have made application for renewal of authorization to offer courses or 
programs leading to completion of requirements for the degrees of: Associate of Arts, 
Associate of Science, Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Science, Master of Business 
Administration, Master of Business Education, and Master of Science in Organizational 
Leadership as well as initial authorization to offer the Master of Community Mental 
Health and a field-based Master of Education.  Associate degree programs are in the 
areas of: accounting, business administration, information technologies, and the liberal 
arts.  Baccalaureate degree programs are in the areas of: accounting, business 
administration, technical management, English language and literature, humanities, 
psychology, and social science.   
 
Southern New Hampshire University is authorized to confer the above degrees by the 
State of New Hampshire and is accredited by the New England Association of Schools 
and Colleges (NEASC).  Southern New Hampshire University (formerly New Hampshire 
College) began offering classes at the Brunswick Naval Air Station (BNAS) in 1968 and 
has been in continuous operation ever since.  In order to meet the needs of additional 
Navy personnel courses were also offered for several years at Naval Security Group 
Activity in Winter Harbor.  In the past 35 years over 8,500 students have attended 
classes at what is now called the Brunswick Center.  As long as the institution 
conducted its operations on federal property it was exempt from Maine degree-granting 
authorization procedures.  Heightened BNAS security measures resulted in the Center 
being relocated off-base in 2003.  With this move the University sought, and was 
granted, authorization by the Maine State Board of Education to continue to operate in 
the State of Maine.   
 



The Southern New Hampshire University application was reviewed during a site visit on 
Friday, December 19, 2008 in accordance with the rules established by the Board and 
evaluated through the use of standards adopted by the Board.  The Team Report was 
developed thereafter and was distributed to Board members during the February 11, 
2009 meeting. 
 
Recommendation:   That the State Board of Education accept the Review Team report 
of findings concerning the Southern New Hampshire University application for renewal 
of authorization to offer the aforementioned undergraduate and graduate degree 
programs in the State of Maine.  The period of approval will be from fall 2008 to fall 
2012. 
 
*Prepared by Harry W. Osgood, Higher Education Specialist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


