



MAINE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION




   23 State House Station




     AUGUSTA, MAINE  04333

       STATE OF MAINE

The State Board of Education held a regular monthly meeting on December 13, 2006, at Cony High School, Augusta, the following members present:  Chair James Carignan; Vice Chair Philip Dionne, Jean Gulliver, Ellie Multer, Janet Tockman, Ann Weisleder, and Jack Norris.  Attended via conference call:  Joyce McPhetres
Also present were:  Commissioner Susan Gendron; Harry Osgood, Higher Education Specialist, Support Systems Team; Scott Brown, AIA, School Facilities; and Rhonda Casey, Clerk.
CALLED TO ORDER:
The meeting was called to order at 2:34 p.m.

Jack Norris stepped away from the meeting at 2:35 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
MOVED by Jean Gulliver, seconded by Ellie Multer, and unanimously voted by to approve the October 11, 2006, minutes as written.  
CONSENT AGENDA
Approval of the Program Review Team for Bowdoin College
Approval of the Program Review Team for Saint Joseph's College

MOVED by Jean Gulliver, seconded by Ann Weisleder, and unanimously voted to approve the consent agenda.
Jack returned at 2:37 p.m.
REGULAR BUSINESS: 
Consideration of the Review Team Report Concerning the Application for Degree-Granting Authorization as Submitted by The Institute for Doctoral Studies in the Visual Arts to Award the Doctor of Visual Arts Degree
Background:  20-A MRSA, §10704 provides that any educational institution may confer certain degrees if it has been granted initial authority by an Act of the Legislature.  Under Chapter 149 CMR, the Maine State Board of Education is required to make a recommendation for action on any initial degree authorization request to the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs.   

Officials of the Institute for Doctoral Studies in the Visual Arts, located in Portland, Maine, submitted an application seeking authority to confer the initial degree of Doctor of Visual Arts.  The application calls for the Institute to be based in Portland, with instructional sites located in Tuscany, Italy and in New York City.  A program approval visit with the applicant and the Institute’s Board of Trustees was conducted in Portland on September 7, 2006.

Following the program review a report was prepared which includes the review team findings as well as a recommendation for State Board action.  With affirmative action by the Board this request would be referred to the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs for legislative consideration.

Recommendation:  That the State Board of Education accept the report of the review team and support the conveyance of the request from the Institute for Doctoral Studies in the Visual Arts to confer the degree of Doctor of Visual Arts to the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs for its deliberation and subsequent legislative action.  

Moved by Phil Dionne, seconded by Jean Gulliver, and unanimously voted to accept the report of the review team and support the conveyance of the request from the Institute for Doctoral Studies in the Visual Arts to confer the degree of Doctor of Visual Arts to the Joint Standing Committee on Education and Cultural Affairs for its deliberation and subsequent legislative action.
Chapter 115, Certification, Authorization and Approval of Education Personnel

Background:  Chapter 115: Certification, Authorization, and Approval of Education Personnel, a Major Substantive Rule of the State Board of Education and Department of Education underwent Legislative review and approval during the second regular session of the 121st Maine Legislature and was adopted by the State Board on April 14, 2004.

The State Board committee for certification and higher education has, over the past few months, revisited Chapter 115 to address requests that would effect changes and provide clarifications to the rule.  

Proposed amendments to Chapter 115, Part II include the addition of a new certificate, the Interim Superintendent Certificate, which would allow a school superintendent whose superintendent certificate had lapsed to be employed in a school district as an interim superintendent for a period of up to two years; the removal of reference to the current testing requirement for a targeted need certificate for prelingually deaf certification candidates; the inclusion that community college courses are acceptable with a minimum grade of “C” when they are governed by an articulated agreement with a regionally accredited four-year college; the  waiving of student teaching with a waiver to teach from the Commissioner and a support team; the addition of a new endorsement  - Early Childhood (Birth to School age 5) and, the addition of clarifying language that was inadvertently deleted in a prior rule revision in the following teacher endorsements; middle level, foreign language, literacy specialist, and career and technical.  

Chapter 115 has completed the public hearing; comments have been considered and responded to.

Recommendation:  It is recommended that the State Board of Education provisionally adopt the proposed amendments to Chapter 115, Parts I and II, in accordance with the Maine Administrative Procedure Act (APA).

MOVED by Janet Tockman, seconded by Jean Gulliver, and unanimously voted to adopt the proposed amendments to Chapter 115, Parts I and II, in accordance with the Maine Administrative Procedure Act (APA).
Receipt of Documentation Concerning the Status of National Accreditation for the University of Maine College of Education and Human Development by the National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE)

Background:  A joint State and National Council for the Accreditation of Teacher Education (NCATE) program approval/accreditation visit to the University of Maine was conducted November 4-9, 2005, for the purpose of reviewing the professional educator preparation programs offered by the College of Education and Human Development..

Following the on-site visit a State team report was prepared which included team findings resulting from the application of both State and NCATE standards, commendations, recommendations, and a recommendation for State program approval status.  The report was distributed to the State Board during its February 15, 2006, meeting with a note that action would be called for following notification of NCATE’s accreditation decision.   The NCATE Unit Accrediting Board met in April, 2006 and rendered its accreditation decision in which it was determined that the University of Maine College of Education and Human Development met all NCATE standards except Standard 4 - Diversity.  This resulted in the designation of Continuing Accreditation with Conditions.  College administration has filed an appeal of this decision with NCATE which will not be acted upon until mid-April 2007.

Recommendation:  It is recommended that the State Board of Education receive documentation from both the College and NCATE regarding the College’s accreditation issues.  When the appeal process has been concluded the Board will be asked to re-visit this matter in order to establish the College’s State approval status. 

Jean Gulliver left the meeting at 3:21 p.m.

MOVED by Phil Dionne, seconded by Ann Weisleder, and voted one (1) opposed (Jack Norris, one (1) abstaining (Ellie Multer), and five (5) in favor of receiving the documentation from both the College and NCATE regarding the College’s accreditation issues.  When the appeal process has been concluded the Board will be asked to revisit this matter in order to establish the College’s Stat e approval status.
CONSIDERATION OF THE COMMISSIONER’S RECOMMENDED FUNDING LEVEL FOR FY 2008

Pursuant to the provisions of 20-A MRSA, Section 15689-C, the Commissioner, with the approval of the State Board of Education, shall certify to the Governor and the Bureau of the Budget recommended funding levels for the total cost of funding public education from kindergarten to grade twelve.  The funding levels recommended herein were developed in accordance with the current statute as amended by the Legislative Document 1.

Recommendation:  It is recommended that the State Board of Education approve the following motion:

Motion:  To approve the certified funding level for FY 2008, based on current statute, for the total cost of funding public education from kindergarten to grade twelve (including total operating allocation, total debt service allocation, and total adjustments and miscellaneous costs) at $1,887,897,996 with the 95% transition amount of $1,820,398,553, a local contribution amount of $829,373,581, and a state contribution amount of $991,024,972 to be distributed as General Purpose Aid for Local Schools.  These amounts shall be distributed according to the parameters of the Essential Programs & Services Funding Act, 20-A MRSA chapter 606-B.
MOVED by Phil Dionne, seconded by Janet Tockman, and unanimously voted to approve the certified funding level for FY 2008, based on current statute, for the total cost of funding public education from kindergarten to grade twelve (including total operating allocation, total debt service allocation, and total adjustments and miscellaneous costs) at $1,887,897,996 with the 95% transition amount of $1,820,398,553, a local contribution amount of $829,373,581, and a state contribution amount of $991,024,972 to be distributed as General Purpose Aid for Local Schools.  These amounts shall be distributed according to the parameters of the Essential Programs & Services Funding Act, 20-A MRSA Chapter 606-B.

Major Capital Improvement Program; Assigned Calendar Year Within Which Concept Approval Shall be Obtained

Statement of Fact:  State Board of Education rule 05-071, Chapter 61, section 6, 2, F (1) requires that all projects on the Approved Projects list be assigned a date by which Concept Approval shall be obtained.  A waiver of this date requires that the school administrative unit apply at least 30 days before the end of the calendar year.
At this time the following projects are out of compliance with this provision:


Portland Public Schools


SAD #6 - Buxton


Peninsula CSD – Winter Harbor


Ellsworth School Department

SAD #46 Dexter
Recommendation:  The Department of Education recommends that the State Board of Education waive the requirement of Chapter 61, section 6, 2, F (1) and set a time and date specific to extend the deadline.  Each system mentioned above shall present a proposed timetable and plan to the State Board of Education for obtaining Concept Approval by the amended deadline date.

MOVED by Ellie Multer, seconded by Janet Tockman, and voted six (6) in favor with one (1) opposed (Phil Dionne) to waive the requirement of Chapter 61, section 6, 2, F(1) and set February 7, 2007, at 5:00 PM as the date in which to extend the deadline.  Each of the five systems shall present a proposed timetable and plan to the State Board of Education for obtaining Concept Approval by the amended deadline date.
COMMISSIONER’S REPORT:
Commissioner Gendron reported on the following:
· That a public hearing is being held next week regarding Chapter 101.
· That language has been crafted to help define graduation requirements and that language has been forwarded to the Revisors Office.  

· That she has been working closely with the Governor assisting him with budget preparations, which will be presented to the Legislature on January 5, 2007.  

· That the Department has begun exploring the idea of a virtual high school.
· That the Department submitted an appeal to the federal government regarding Maine’s status, but is yet to receive a reply.  
CHAIR’S REPORT:

Chair Carignan reported on the following:

· Senator Rotundro will be submitting legislation on behalf of the State Board legislature in an effort to bring forth some of the recommendations outlined the report, The Learning State:  Maine Schooling for the 21st Century Report.  The proposal would then be actively discussed within the Legislature.

· That the National Association of State Boards of Education (NASBE) has distributed the final report of the Civic Education Task Force, Citizens for the 21st Century:  Revitalizing the Civic Mission of Schools, and each member should have received a copy in the mail.
· That he invited Greg Scott to attend the Board’s monthly meetings and provide members with legislative updates.  In addition, Greg has agreed to schedule regularly meetings with the State Board’s Legislative Committee to review upcoming issues.  
· That he would like to host a luncheon meeting and invite the members of the Education Committee to “get to know” member of the Board in January.
BOARD MEMBER REPORTS:

Ann Weisleder:
· Attended the Michael Fullan session.  

Janet Tockman:

· Certification Committee wanted her to report on Chapter 118 and the three area of proposed change:  professional learning communities, mentoring, and portfolio assessment.  Committee members and department staff are hearing that Chapter 118 would not pass with those three components remaining intact.  There was discussion about supporting the first two and holding off on the portfolio component.  Get the first two up and running and add the portfolio component at a later date.  The Certification Committee has learned that the Maine Education Association (MEA) has proposed legislation which is being supported by Representative Jackie Norton to change the rule from routine technical to major substantive and that the major concern is the cost of implementing the portfolio component.  At this point, how does Dan Conley proceed with responding to the comments received from the public hearing?  
Commissioner Gendron mentioned that she would have Jaci Holmes assist Dan with drafting responses.  
Joyce McPhetres disconnected her conference call at 3:55 p.m.
Phil Dionne:
· Jim and he met to discuss the notes from the Board’s retreat to incorporate into the agenda quarterly the areas that need to be brought to the Board’s attention.  

· Jobs for Maine’s Graduates (JMG) meeting held its annual meeting.  First Lady, Karen Baldacci attended the meeting and gave a brief speech.  One of the highlights of the meeting was the group of students from the Portland training center who discussed how their lives have drastically changed due to JMGs assistance.  
· That he, Ellie, and Jim continue to review the Board’s Bylaws Manual.

ADJOURNMENT:

State Board of Education unanimously agreed to adjourn the December 13, 2006, meeting at 5:15 p.m. 
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