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     AUGUSTA, MAINE  04333

       STATE OF MAINE

The State Board of Education held a regular monthly meeting on March 9, 2005, at the Augusta Armory, Augusta with the following members present:  Chair James Carignan; Vice Chair Philip Dionne, Joyce McPhetres, Wes Bonney, Jack Norris, Ellie Multer, Janet Tockman, and Jean Gulliver.  Excused:  Ken Allen
Also present were:  Deputy Commissioner Patrick Phillips; Scott Brown, AIA, School Construction; Judith Malcolm, Team Leader, Support Systems Team; Harry Osgood, Higher Education Specialist; and Rhonda Casey, Clerk.

CALLED TO ORDER:
The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

MOVED by Wes Bonney, seconded by Jean Gulliver, and unanimously voted to approve the December 15, 2004, minutes as written:  
CONSENT AGENDA:  
CONSIDERATION OF THE REQUEST FROM ANTIOCH NEW ENGLAND GRADUATE SCHOOL, LOCATED IN KEENE, NEW HAMPSHIRE, TO RENEW ITS PRIOR APPROVAL TO OFFER ACADEMIC CREDIT PROGRAMS IN MAINE
MOVED by Jean Gulliver, seconded by Joyce McPhetres, and unanimously voted to approve the consent agenda.

REGULAR BUSINESS: 
Termination of Authority for Andover College Located in Portland, Maine to Confer Academic Degrees

Background:  P & SL 1976, Chapter 122 authorized Educational Associates, Inc. to confer Associate in Applied Science degrees in Business Administration-Management, Business Administration - Accounting, Business Administration – Data Processing, and Business Administration – Secretarial Services.  P & SL 1993, Chapter 12 authorized Educational Associates, Inc. to change its name to Andover College and to confer Associate of Applied Science degrees.   

20-A MRSA, Chapter 409, §10712, provides that the State Board of Education terminates the authority of an educational institution to confer degrees when any of the following has occurred:  discontinuance of instruction; sale of stock; sale or lease of assets; and/or merger, consolidation, or reorganization.  The Department was advised, on February 2, 2005, that Kaplan Higher Education Corporation (KHEC) acquired the common stock of Andover College.  This acquisition involves the transfer of all of the College’s voting stock.  The new owner, KHEC-Maine, Inc., has secured articles of Incorporation through the Office of the Secretary of State and will retain the Andover College’s name, programming, faculty/staff, and facilities.

Recommendation:  That, given the transfer of the college’s voting stock, the State Board of Education terminate the authority of Andover College to confer degrees under the ownership of Educational Associates, Inc.
MOVED by Wes Bonney, seconded by Joyce McPhetres, and unanimously voted to terminate the authority of Andover College to confer degrees under the ownership of Educational Associates, Inc.

Temporary Approval to Use the Name of Andover College, Located in Portland, Maine, and to Confer Degrees Through the Academic Year 2005-2006

Background:  P & SL 1976, Chapter 122 authorized Educational Associates, Inc. to confer the Associate in Applied Science degrees in Business Administration-Management, Business Administration-Accounting, Business Administration – Data Processing, and Business Administration – Secretarial Services.  P&SL 1993, Chapter 12 authorized Educational Associates, Inc. to change its name to Andover College and to confer Associate of Applied Science degrees.   

20-A MRSA, Chapter 409, §10712, provides that the State Board of Education terminates the authority of an educational institution to confer degrees when it has been determined that any of the following has occurred:  discontinuance of instruction; sale of stock; sale or lease of assets; and/or merger, consolidation, or reorganization.  The Department was advised, on February 2, 2005, that Kaplan Higher Education Corporation (KHEC) acquired the common stock of Andover College.  This acquisition involves the transfer of all of the College’s voting stock.  The new owner, KHEC-Maine, Inc., has secured articles of Incorporation through the Office of the Secretary of State (see attached) and will retain Andover College’s name, programming, faculty/staff, and facilities.

Andover College is accredited by the New England Association of Schools and Colleges (NEASC).  NEASC has advised the new owner that NEASC accepts the change in ownership as a substantive change and that Andover’s accreditation will not be revoked as long as the College continues to be approved as a degree-granting institution in Maine.  State approval is also critical for the College’s students to continue to be eligible to receive federal Title IV (financial aid) funds.

Title 20-A MRSA, Chapter 409, § 10703 provides that the state board may grant an applicant use of the term “college” in its name until the earlier of: the expiration of the academic year; or the applicant is authorized by the Legislature to grant degrees in accordance with §10704.  §10703 also provides that the state board may extend or renew temporary approval for not more than two years.

KHEC-Maine, Inc., through a letter from its legal counsel, John D. Keller & Associates, Ltd., located in Bloomingdale, Illinois, has requested that the board grant temporary approval permitting the use of the name Andover College.  Because KHEC-Maine, Inc., will need to be granted authority to confer degrees under an Act of the Legislature the period of temporary approval being sought is for the academic year 2005-2006.

Recommendation:  That the State Board of Education grant temporary approval to KHEC-Maine, Inc. to use the name of Andover College and to confer degrees, with temporary approval, through the academic year 2005-2006.

MOVED by Jean Gulliver, seconded by Joyce McPhetres, and unanimously voted to grant temporary approval to KHEC-Maine, Inc., to use the name of Andover College and to confer degrees with temporary approval through the academic year 2005-2006.

Consideration of the Review Team Report for the University of Maine at Machias Teacher Education Program 

Background:  A program approval visit to the University of Maine at Machias was conducted December 5 - 8, 2004 for the purpose of reviewing the following professional educator preparation programs:

· Elementary Education

· Middle Level Education

· Secondary Certification

· Business Education

Following the on-site visitation, a report was prepared which includes findings, commendations, and program recommendations as well as recommendations for State program approval status.  The report has been prepared for State Board consideration and action during the March 9, 2005, meeting of the Board.

Recommendation:  It is recommended that the State Board of Education accept the Review Team report and grant the University of Maine at Machias a full, five year approval for its teacher education program.  The period of approval would be from Winter 2005 to Winter 2010.  

MOVED by Ellie Multer, seconded by Jack Norris, and unanimously voted to accept the Review Team report and grant the University of Maine at Machias a full, five year approval for its teacher education program.  The period of approval would be from the winter 2005 to winter 2010.

RESOLUTION

MERCURY IN MAINE CLASSROOMS

March 9, 2005

Whereas, a two-year program of the Maine Department of Environmental Protection to remove mercury from Maine classrooms has uncovered more than 700 pounds of mercury, making Maine schools the second largest source of mercury in the state; and

Whereas, the program has removed in total 6,500 pounds and more than 1,000 gallons of hazardous waste, including radioactive materials and potentially explosive materials, from science labs, maintenance departments, art and vocational classrooms and nurses' stations in Maine schools; and

Whereas, the above figures represent removal operations in only 80 

Maine schools surveyed in the program thus far, and

Whereas, there is an urgent need for funding to continue and complete the school toxics clean-up program;

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Maine State Board of Education urges the State to identify and secure sufficient funding to complete, in a timely and expeditions manner, the inspection and removal of toxics from all Maine schools.

MOVED by Wes Bonney, seconded by Jean Gulliver, and unanimously voted to adopt the above resolution with the following amendments made to paragraph five:  “NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Maine State Board of education urges the State to identify and secure sufficient funding to complete, in a timely manner, the inspection and removal or neutralization of unsafe toxins, hazardous wastes, including unsafe radioactive and explosive materials that have clear, present and direct implications for student health and safety of all Maine schools.”  
CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION – PERMITTING A SEVEN-YEAR PROGRAM APPROVAL CYCLE FOR THOSE EDUCATOR PREPARATION PROGRAMS THAT ARE STATE APPROVED AND NATIONALLY ACCREDITED

By unanimous agreement the Board postponed the above exhibit until the next regular meeting of the Board.  
Major Capital Improvement Program School Facilities Priority List – Rating Cycle 2004-2005

Statement of Fact:  The 2005 School Facilities Priority List presented to the State Board of Education today is the result of the recently completed 2004-2005 rating cycle.  Project applications have been evaluated on the basis of need as determined by criteria approved by the State Board of Education and contained in Chapter 61, Rules for Major Capital School Construction Projects, August 4, 2004.  The projects will be listed in descending order with the highest-ranked projects placed first.
As previously determined by the State Board of Education, the School Facilities Priority List will be used to determine which projects will be placed on the Special Priority List.  

Recommendation:  It is recommended that the State Board of Education receive the School Facilities Priority List for the 2004-2005 Rating Cycle.

MOVED by Wes Bonney, seconded by Joyce McPhetres, and unanimously voted to receive the School Facilities Priority List for the 2004-2005 Rating Cycle. 
COMMISSIONER’S REPORT:
Commissioner Gendron was not able to attend the March 9 Board meeting and Deputy Commissioner Patrick Phillips reported on the following:

· That Commissioner Gendron is very busy with legislative responsibilities.  
Motion to take whatever action necessary to support the Essential Programs & Services initiative.  
MOVED by Ellie Multer, seconded by Joyce McPhetres, and unanimously voted to authorize the Board’s Legislative Committee to take action to support the Essential Programs and Services initiative within the Legislature.  
CHAIR’S REPORT:
Chair Carignan reported on the following:

· That he testified on LD 247, An Act to Limit Terms for Members of the State Board of Education.  In spite of his testimony, the Education Committee voted to impose term limits.  Senate Chair Mitchell, Senator Schneider, and others are under the impression that the State Board is too powerful, somewhat elitist in composition, and worthy of careful watching.  Subsequently, he spoke to Phil McCarthy and the chairs of the Education Committee and will meet with the chairs over lunch to talk about the State Board.  

· That he also submitted testimony in opposition to LD 797, An Act Authorizing the State Board of Education to Mediate School Attendance Disputes.  
· That Ken had a cardiac catheterization performed on Tuesday, and during their conversation he assured Jim that he is feeling well and is optimistic.  
· That the Task Force on Civic Ed has met and is moving ahead.  Ted Sharp, Superintendent of Gorham, assisted the group by helping them to focus on the notion that one doesn’t simply insert a civic education piece into an already overloaded curriculum.  If this is to be done, it has to be done with systemic cultural change that is transformative in nature.  
· That there are some new bills in the legislature on which the Board has been asked to submit testimony (LD 1110, 1048, and 1061).  
· That he has been asked to review the draft legislation being submitted on Charter Schools.  

Ellie Multer followed up indicating that she has not had a chance to review the legislation and that Jim had informed her that the legislation conforms pretty well to the recommendations that were made in the Charter School Study Group report.  It is anticipated that the Board will be asked to submit testimony on the Charter School bill and when the time arrives we should support the legislation.  

BOARD MEMBER REPORTS:
Janet Tockman:
· That the Certification Committee continues to work with the Governor Baxter School for the Deaf (GBSD) and its proposal to find a solution to the Praxis I testing requirement.  The Committee will be meeting with GBSD on March 28 to continue to work collaboratively towards a solution.  
· That she has been asked to join the National Association of State Boards of Education (NASBE) Value Added Study Group.  Many states have in effect a travel ban, Maine included, and NASBE has been able to obtain three scholarships for individuals from these states who would like to participate in their study groups, and that she will be able to participate as a member of the Value Added Study Group because she was been granted a scholarship.  The next meeting of the study group is April 18 and 19 in Princeton, New Jersey and the last meeting is scheduled for sometime in June.
Janet left the meeting at 2:45 p.m. 

Jack Norris:  
· That the Making the Grade Award Committee has completed its evaluation of the applications received.  The Committee decided to present the award to four schools and Rhonda has been asked to make the necessary arrangements with the schools.  Janet has suggested to Jack the possibility of soliciting some corporate funds to assist with the Making the Grade Award.  
Ellie Multer:

· That she presented testimony neither for nor against L.D. 424, An Act to Exempt Certain Religious, Nonpublic, Post-secondary Institutions from Licensure on February 15, 2005, to the Education Committee.  

· That she received a paper, Dollars and Sense:  The Cost Effectiveness of Small Schools, and thought that it may be of interest to the board.  The piece touches on construction costs, operating costs, as well as social emotional impact of schools.
· That she continues to participate on the Learning Results Review Advisory Committee which is a challenge.

Joyce McPhetres:
· Last month the Agenda Equity Task Force meeting was cancelled.  The next meeting of the Task Force is tomorrow, March 10, 2005.
Wes Bonney:  
· That he would like to raise the issue of what position, if any, the State Board should take to make sure that Essential Programs and Services (EPS) doesn’t get lost in the debate over LD 1.  There is so much misinformation out there.  When LD 1 passed it included EPS, but it also includes tax relief, and there are phenomena such as reductions in the number of students and tax valuation increases that are having a significant impact on the amount of money that is flowing through the state subsidy.  There seems to be a proclivity for putting a cause and effect relationship on EPS when in reality other factors are causing the subsidy shifts.  There needs to be an effort made to educate the public about what is causing the changes and what EPS is and how it can assist schools and the communities.  Does the State Board want to take some kind of action to clarify the issues, i.e., a press release, op-ed pieces, send a letter to legislature, meet with the members of the Education Committee, etc.?  

The Board responded by asking Wes to draft a “white paper” as well as contact some of the editorial boards and for Deputy Commissioner Patrick Phillips to bring the Board’s concern to the Commissioner.  
Jean Gulliver:  
· That she attended two committee meetings, one for the Adequacy in Education group and the other for the Select Panel.  The adequacy group may be ready to bring a conceptual framework to the Board in April.  The Adequacy in Education group will be meeting on March 14 and the Select Panel will hold its second meeting on March 23.  
Phil Dionne:
· That the State Board does hold a seat on the Governor’s Council on Physical Fitness, and that if a member would like to be on this council to contact the Governor’s Office.    

· That he and Jim met with the Appropriations Committee to discuss the State Board of Education’s funding.  Everything went well 

· That he attended a promotional presentation at the Blain House promoting the “three dairy products a day” concept.  Roughly five Culinary Art programs from the community colleges were invited to attend and participate.  
Note:  The Board briefly discussed the meeting, Implications of EPS Funding for Isolated and Small Schools, held on March 7 with the Education Committee.  
ADJOURNMENT:

State Board of Education unanimously agreed to adjourn the March 9, 2005, meeting at 4:00 p.m.
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