



MAINE STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION





   23 State House Station





     AUGUSTA, MAINE  04333

       STATE OF MAINE

The State Board of Education held a regular monthly meeting on October 13, 2004, at Shead High School, Eastport with the following members present:  Chair James Carignan; Vice Chair Philip Dionne, Joyce McPhetres (via Interactive Television), Wes Bonney, Ken Allen, Jack Norris, Ellie Multer, and Janet Tockman.  Excused:  Jean Gulliver
Also present were:  Commissioner Susan Gendron; Scott Brown, AIA, School Construction; Harry Osgood, Higher Education; and Rhonda Casey, Clerk.

CALLED TO ORDER:
The meeting was called to order at 1:00 p.m.

CONSENT AGENDA:
Approval of the Program Review Team for the Thomas College Teacher Education Program

Composition of Committee to Review Application for Additional Degree Granting Authorization as Submitted by Rockport College to Award the Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree

MOVED by Janet Tockman, seconded by Wes Bonney, and unanimously voted to approve the consent agenda.

REGULAR BUSINESS: 
Major Capital Improvement Program; Concept Approval Consideration; SAD #55, new middle school project

Statement of Fact:  Below is a brief description of the proposed SAD #55 new middle school construction project located in Hiram, Maine.  The proposal is to build a grade 5, 6, 7, and 8 middle school to house 500 students.  This proposal will relieve overcrowding in the high school and in the elementary schools in Baldwin, Cornish, Hiram, South Hiram, and Parsonsfield.  The new middle school will be located on an attractive site between Sacopee Valley High School and the South Hiram Elementary School.  The school will also house the District’s Central Office, which is now in leased space.  This Concept Approval is being requested pursuant to M.R.S.A. Title 20-A, Section 15905(1).

Project Information:

Project:  SAD #55 Middle School 

Superintendent:  Sylvia Pease

Principal:  Position vacant

Architect: Jeff Larimer, Harriman Associates

Superintendent Pease has provided the following project description statement:

School Administrative District #55 is comprised of the towns of Baldwin, Cornish, Hiram, Parsonsfield and Porter. Currently there are six schools in the district. An area high school, Sacopee Valley, houses grades 8-12. Students in grades K-7 attend one of the five elementary schools located across the district. At this time there is no middle school for the district. All of the schools are experiencing overcrowding and lack of adequate space for programs such as Speech and Language, OT and PT, Music, Band, Title I and Special Education. Students attend classes in portable classrooms at Cornish Elementary School, South Hiram Elementary School and at Sacopee Valley High School.

A 5-8 middle school will alleviate the overcrowding that occurs in all six schools.  Approval of this project will allow the district to provide a more suitable setting that could be tailored to the intellectual, social, physical, and emotional needs of our students. 

Through a variety of strategies such as common planning, team time, advisor/advisee, and effective classroom practices students will be able to aspire to a higher level of learning.  Instruction and programs will be provided in order that students have opportunities to meet the standards of the Maine Learning Results.

The middle school will provide a safe and healthy learning environment for students. Support services such as guidance and social work will be available to support student needs. Opportunities for health education, physical activity, music, and drama will be offered to students on a regular basis. This project will support the vision of the National Forum to Accelerate Middle Grades Reform that promotes high expectations, developmentally responsible classrooms, social equity, and success for all students.

Project Budget Information:

Estimated Total Project Cost:  $15,825,120

Local Only Share (No State Participation):  $-0-

Anticipated Maine High Performance Schools Energy Grant:  $120,000

State/Local Share Approved for Inclusion in Debt Service: $15,705,120

Department Recommendation:  The Department of Education recommends that the State Board of Education grant Concept Approval for a new middle school in SAD #55 and approve the budget as presented.

Construction Committee Recommendation:  At its meeting on September 23, 2004, the Construction Committee voted unanimously to recommend that the State Board of Education grant Concept Approval to SAD #55 for a new middle school to be located in Hiram, Maine.
MOVED by Ellie Multer, seconded by Joyce McPhetres, and unanimously voted to grant Concept Approval for a new middle school in SAD #55 and approve the budget as presented.  
Major Capital Improvement Program; Concept Approval Consideration; Lewiston School Department; new Farwell Elementary School project 

Statement of Fact:  Below is a brief description of the new elementary school construction project, located on the site that presently is the Farwell School.  The New vs. Renovation Study resulted in costs that were very comparable with a new school being slightly more expensive.  This was more than offset by issues such as higher energy costs in a renovated building, an inefficient and more dangerous building layout on the site, and a building that did not function well with the academic program.  The school will house grades K through 6 and is designed for 425 students.  Lewiston’s long-range plan is to move grade 6 to a new middle school thus creating room for a pre-K program.

The new school will be a two-story building with traffic in front of the school and play areas behind and to the side of the school.

Lewiston will support an additional 3,295 square feet above the State’s 53,125 in order to construct a larger gymnasium.  This Concept Approval is being requested pursuant to M.R.S.A. Title 20-A, Section 15905(1).

Project Information:

Project:  New Farwell Elementary School 

Superintendent:  Leon Levesque

Principal:  Linda Golding

Architect:  Herb Semple, Semple and Drane Architects

Superintendent Levesque has provided the following project description statement:

Farwell Elementary School is one of six elementary schools in the Lewiston School Department, which currently serves 2,425 students K-6. The school district trend shows a stable school enrollment.  The Lewiston community is experiencing a noticeable increase in new housing construction.  A recent survey by Manpower, Inc. forecasts over a 30% increase in jobs in the immediate area.

Built in 1953 to house 200 students, Farwell Elementary School has an enrollment that fluctuates between 320 and 340.  Current school accommodations do not provide for a media center/library, art, music, or computer lab space within the building.  The existing multipurpose room, which doubles as a cafeteria, is significantly smaller than an appropriate gymnasium. Students must walk through this space to access several adjacent learning spaces.

It must be noted that Farwell houses the multiple handicap program for the district. Appropriate space is needed for resource room, speech therapy, occupational therapy, physical therapy, and counseling.

Since classrooms and programs are situated in portable classrooms, every day some 100 students, 31% of students, receive instructional services in portable classrooms.  Additionally, the present site design is inadequate to accommodate bus, vehicular, and pedestrian traffic. The severely overcrowded space and inappropriate site design at Farwell limits students’ learning and raises concern for student safety.

Project Budget Information:

Estimated Total Project Cost:  $11,440,749

Local Only Share (No State Participation):  $599,687

Anticipated Maine High Performance Schools Energy Grant:  $120,000

State/Local Share Approved for Inclusion in Debt Service:  $10,721,062

Department Recommendation:  The Department of Education recommends that the State Board of Education grant Concept Approval to the Lewiston School Department for a new elementary school construction project on the Farwell School site and approve the budget as presented.
Construction Committee Recommendation:  At its meeting on September 23, 2004, the Construction Committee voted unanimously to recommend that the State Board of Education grant Concept Approval to the Lewiston School Department for a new elementary school to be located in Lewiston, Maine.

MOVED by Ellie Multer, seconded by Jack Norris, and unanimously voted to grant Concept Approval to the Lewiston School Department for a new elementary school construction project on the Farwell School site and approve the budget as presented.  
Consideration of the Request by the University of South Carolina to Renew Prior Authorization to Offer the Master of Library and Information Science (MLIS) Degree Program in Maine 

Background:  20-A MRSA, Chapter 409 provides that the State Board of Education may approve an application from a postsecondary educational institution located outside the State of Maine to offer within the state courses or programs for academic credit.  Prompted by a current shortage of qualified librarians in Maine, officials from the University of South Carolina have requested authority to reactivate its prior approval to offer the MLIS degree program delivered through telecommunications technologies to students in Maine and South Carolina.  The instructional program will remain the same and will continue to be offered in conjunction with the University of Maine in Augusta and the Educational Network of Maine.  The University of South Carolina initially received State Board of Education approval to offer its MLIS program in Maine from 1994 to 1997 and was reauthorized to do so from August 2000 through August 2004.

The University of South Carolina Review Team met with the USC Director of the MLIS Program in Falmouth on July 14, 2004.  The application was reviewed in accordance with rules established by the Board and evaluated through the use of standards adopted by the Board.  The Review Team Report was distributed during the September 14, 2004, meeting of the Board. 

Recommendation:   It is recommended that the State Board of Education accept the report of the USC Review Team and approve the request from the University of South Carolina to renew its authorization to operate in Maine.  The period of approval would be from summer 2004 through summer 2008.  

MOVED by Phil Dionne, seconded by Wes Bonney, and unanimously voted to accept the report of the USC Review Team and approve the request from the University of South Carolina to renew its authorization to operate in Maine.  The period of approval would be from summer 2004 through summer 2008.  
Chapter 115, Certification, Authorization and Approval of Education Personnel

Background:  Chapter 115: Certification, Authorization, and Approval of Education Personnel, a Major Substantive Rule of the State Board of Education and Department of Education underwent Legislative review and approval during the second regular session of the 121st Maine Legislature and was adopted by the State Board on April 14, 2004.

The State Board committee for certification and higher education has, over the past few months, revisited Chapter 115 to address requests that would effect changes and provide clarifications to the rule.  

Proposed amendments to Chapter 115, Part II include a revision to the early childhood (Kindergarten – grade 3) endorsement which would specify required coursework for teaching the young child and remove required courses for teaching the general (Kindergarten – grade 8) elementary child; both the teachers of art and teachers of music endorsements are revised to require studio and/or performance coursework as well as history and theory coursework; A new native language endorsement has been created that allows for teacher certification to teach Waponahki languages.  Chapter 115 Part I and Part II will include a pathway for individuals who don’t hold a bachelor’s degree to attain the native language endorsement; and minor changes to language which clarifies the intent of the rule, spelling, formatting, and typographical errors have been made.

Chapter 115 proposed amendments have been finalized for State Board Approval and for approval to proceed with rulemaking through the Maine Administrative Procedure Act (APA) process.

Recommendation:  It is recommended that the State Board of Education approve proceeding with rulemaking regarding the proposed amendments to Chapter 115, Parts I and II, in accordance with the Maine Administrative Procedure Act (APA).

NOTE:  At approximately 3:30 p.m. the ISDN connection linking Joyce McPhetres to the music room at Shead High School was interrupted and we were not able to reestablish a visual link.  Thus she was not able to cast her vote for the remainder of the Board meeting.  
MOVED by Janet Tockman, seconded by Ken Allen, and unanimously voted by those present to approve proceeding with rulemaking regarding the proposed amendments to Chapter 115, Parts I and II, in accordance with the Maine Administrative Procedure Act (APA).  
CONSIDERATION OF MSAD #31, HOWLAND, MAJOR CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM, SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION PROJECT

MOVED by Ellie Multer and seconded by Janet Tockman to remove Penobscot Valley High School from the protected list for funding of construction.  
MOVED by Phil Dionne, seconded by Wes Bonney, and unanimously voted by those present to table the above motion until the November 10, 2004, meeting of the State Board of Education.  
ADJOURNMENT:

State Board of Education unanimously agreed to adjourn the October 13, 2004, meeting at 4:30 P.M.
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