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     AUGUSTA, MAINE  04333

       STATE OF MAINE

The State Board of Education held a regular monthly meeting on Wednesday, August 11, 2004, at the University of Maine at Farmington, Farmington with the following members present:  Chair James Carignan; Vice Chair Philip Dionne, Joyce McPhetres, Wes Bonney, Ken Allen, Jack Norris, Ellie Multer, and Janet Tockman.  Excused:  Jean Gulliver
Also present were:  Commissioner Susan Gendron; Deputy Commissioner Patrick Phillips; Judith Malcolm, Team Leader, Support Systems Team; and Rhonda Casey, Clerk.

CALLED TO ORDER:
The meeting was called to order at 1:30 p.m.

Motion to add the following for the Board’s consideration:
· The recommendation that the Board adopt the report (a.k.a. 7/27/04 Memorandum) submitted by Wes Bonney, Ellie Multer, and Jim Carignan.  
Moved by Ken Allen, seconded by Joyce McPhetres, and unanimously voted to add the above to the Board’s agenda.  
· The draft New Release regarding the proposed Tax Cap.
Moved by Joyce McPhetres, seconded by Ken Allen, voted unanimously to add the above to the Board’s agenda.  
Chair Carignan announced that Wes Bonney was recognized as an outstanding alumnus by Bates College whereby he was presented with the Benjamin Elijah Mays Award.  

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES:

MOVED by Joyce McPhetres, seconded by Ellie Multer, and voted eight in favor with one member abstaining (Phil Dionne) to accept the June 9, 2004, minutes as written.  
MOVED by Ellie Multer, seconded by Joyce McPhetres, and unanimously voted to accept the July 14, 2004, minutes as written. 

CONSENT AGENDA:
CONSIDERATION OF THE REQUEST FROM ANTIOCH NEW ENGLAND GRADUATE SCHOOL FOR RENEWAL OF CURRENT AUTHORIZATION TO OFFER ACADEMIC CREDIT PROGRAMS IN MAINE
APPROVAL OF THE REVIEW TEAM FOR THE UNIVERSITY OF MAINE AT MACHIAS TEACHER EDUCATION PROGRAM

MOVED by Ellie Multer, seconded by Joyce McPhetres, and unanimously voted to approve the consent agenda.

REGULAR BUSINESS: 
Major Capital Improvement Program, Design and Funding Approval, Augusta School Department; Cony High School Construction Project 

Statement of Fact:  The Cony High School construction project received Concept Approval from the State Board of Education on September 12, 2003.  The project was approved in a referendum held on December 2, 2003.  Design and Funding Approval is being requested pursuant to M.R.S.A. Title 20-A.  The project will take place on the Capital Area Technology Center site and the new high school will be attached to and integrated with the Technology Center.

The School Design Team received a great deal of advice from those who will teach in it.  The design not only supports a program designed to meet Maine’s Learning Results, but also is also flexible and will be able to meet the needs of future approaches to education.

The new Cony High School has a number of elements that go beyond a basic high school design.  A large auditorium supported by specialized drama spaces is incorporated into the building.  The new Cony High School will also have an oversized gymnasium and other spaces that exceed the State’s basic program.

Augusta originally was told that it would be necessary to budget for 12 months of Interest-Only Interim Local Financing.  The Department of Education was able to move the bond date up by six months in a recent review of debt service projections.  This will result in a major savings to the City.

Augusta not only will bond a significant amount of money without the State’s participation, but the City has also raised more than $1.5 million through a fund raising program.

Augusta requests Design and Funding Approval for the Cony High School project that qualifies under State statute and Rules for Major Capital School Construction Projects; and the Department of Education is therefore recommending that the State Board of Education approve the following:

· The Augusta proposed project meets the criteria outlined in M.R.S.A. Title 20A, Chapter 609, which establishes eligibility for school construction aid;

· The proposed project and the authorized method of financing are in the best interest of the State of Maine and the City of Augusta; and

· The total state/local estimated capital outlay expenditures are reasonable.

Project Information:

Project:  Augusta – Cony High School

Superintendent:  Cornelia Brown, Ph.D.

Principal:  Geraldine Massey

Architect: Portland Design Team

Concept Approval Date and Amount:  September 12, 2003; $29,717,105

Local Share (no State participation):  $5,121,500

Maine High Performance Schools Grant:  $120,000

Approved for Inclusion in Debt Service:  $24,475,605

Department Recommendation:  The Department of Education recommends that the State Board of Education grant Design and Funding Approval to the Augusta School Department for the new Cony High School Major Capital School Construction Project.  This project carries six months of Interest-Only Interim Local Financing, and it is on an accelerated schedule.  Interest costs that exceed the budgeted amounts will be the responsibility of the City of Augusta.
This approval constitutes Design & Funding Approval.  Final Funding Approval may be subject to adjustment under Section 15 of the State Board of Education Rules for School Construction Projects, which states:

“When it is determined by the Commissioner, following the opening of school construction bids, that there are surplus funds contained in a project budget, the State Board directs the Department of Education (DOE), with the advice of the Bureau of General Services, to initiate a process to lower the approved State/Local budget amount to the appropriate funding level, thus, providing additional funds for other projects awaiting Concept Approval.”

MOVED by Phil Dionne, seconded by Ken Allen, and unanimously voted to grant Design and Funding Approval to the Augusta School Department for the new Cony High School Major Capital School Construction Project.  This project carries six months of Interest-Only Interim Local Financing, and it is on an accelerated schedule.  Interest costs that exceed the budgeted amounts will be the responsibility of the City of Augusta.
Consideration of the Request from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University to Offer Academic Credit Programs in Maine

Background:   20-A MRSA, Chapter 409 provides that the State Board of Education may approve an application from a postsecondary educational institution located outside the State of Maine to offer within the state courses or programs for academic credit.  Officials from Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University located in Daytona Beach, Florida, have made application to offer academic credit programs leading to the completion of requirements for the degrees of Associate of Science in Aircraft Maintenance, Associate of Science in Technical Management, Associate of Science in Professional Aeronautics, Bachelor of Science in Professional Aeronautics, Bachelor of Science in Technical Management, Master of Aeronautical Science, and Master of Science in Technical Management.  The period for approval would be from summer 2004 to summer 2008.

The Board approved Review Team met with Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University officials in Topsham on April 21, 2004, in accordance with the rules established by the Board and evaluated the University’s request.   A Review Team report containing Team findings and a recommendation was distributed during the Board’s July 14, 2004, meeting.

Recommendation:   It is recommended that the State Board of Education accept the Team report and authorize Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University to provide academic credit course offerings in Maine from summer 2004 through summer 2008.  

After considerable discussion the Board agreed to take action during its September 14 meeting after additional information is received regarding the credentials of the faculty at Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University.  
Consideration of the Request from the University of New England for Additional Degree Granting Authorization to Award the Master of Public Health Degree 

Background:  20-A MRSA, Chapter 409 provides that a postsecondary educational institution desiring to confer additional degrees must obtain authorization from the Maine State Board of Education.  

Officials of the University of New England located in Biddeford, Maine, submitted an application seeking authority to confer an additional degree, the Master of Public Health.

The Board approved Review Team met with University officials on campus in Biddeford on April 19, 2004, in accordance with rules established by the Board and evaluated the University’s request.  The Review Team report of findings and a recommendation was distributed during the July 14, 2004, meeting of the Board. 
Recommendation:  That the State Board of Education accept the Team report and authorize the University of New England to award the additional degree of Master of Public Health.   

MOVED by Joyce McPhetres, seconded by Wes Bonney, and unanimously voted to accept the Team report and authorize the University of New England to award the additional degree of Master of Public Health.

NEW BUSINESS:

CONSIDERATION OF RESOLUTION CONCERNING THE GROWING NUMBER OF DIPLOMA MILLS OFFERING FRAUDULENT DEGREES
Motion to adopt the following resolution:

"Whereas the State Board of Education is concerned with the growing number of diploma mills offering fraudulent degrees designed to circumvent the substantive pursuits of academic credentials, and . . .

Whereas fraudulent academic credentials are primarily used to pursue further education, career advancement, or higher pay levels, and . . .

Whereas fraudulent academic credentials decimate the value of higher education; undermine academic integrity; ruin the reputations of legitimate distance learning providers; place unqualified individuals in positions of authority, sensitivity, and responsibility; compromise public safety and national security; cheat otherwise qualified applicants; and defraud employers and tax payers, and . . .

Whereas Maine has no current law prohibiting the sale and use of fraudulent degrees within the State for the purposes of gaining or enhancing employment.
The State Board of Education encourages the Department of Education to pursue, in concert with the Governor’s office and legislative sponsors, the development of appropriate legislation banning the sale and use of fraudulent degrees in Maine for the purposes of education, employment, licensure, career advancement, promotion and/or higher pay levels, or for any other reason.  This legislation will be prepared for consideration by the 122nd Legislature."

MOVED by Jack Norris, seconded by Janet Tockman, and unanimously voted to accept the above resolution.  
Consideration to Accept the report (a.k.a. 7/27/04 Memorandum) submitted by Wes bonney, jim Carignan, and ellie Multer
MOVED Joyce McPhetres, seconded by Ken Allen and unanimously to accept the report (a.k.a. 7/27/04 Memorandum).  
Consideration of the Draft New RelEase regarding the Proposed tax Cap
Moved by Janet Tockman, seconded by Phil Dionne, and unanimously voted to accept the draft News Release with minor structural changes.  
CHAIR’S REPORT:

Chair Jim Carignan reported on the following:  

· That he has received a memo from Attorney William Laubenstein who ruled that the Board does not have the authority to entertain an appeal to review the Commissioner’s decision involving the Ogunquit Village School.  He will contact Mr. DeAgazio, the individual who filed the request for an appeal, and inform him of Attorney Laubenstein’s decision.

· That he and Phil will be finalizing the agenda for the Board’s retreat.  If members wish to add additional topics for discussion, please inform either him or Phil as soon as possible.  
COMMISSIONER’S REPORT

· That since July’s State Board meeting in which Judith Cox reported on the final component of the AARBEC program she, Judy Malcolm, and Judith Cox have met to develop a plan of action.  The proposed plan forms a stakeholder group which will review the results and review Chapter 118 to determine what changes may need to be made.  The rulemaking process will need to be completed by January of 2006.  
· That there are several schools that are moving forward with providing laptops for their 9th grade students.  There are some schools that have chosen not to move towards a one-to-one ratio, but instead have chosen to purchase PCs as opposed to laptops.  This type of activity is increasing the access for many students, i.e., three-to-one, four-to one, etc.  Prior to the deployment of the laptops, she will be meeting with principals and superintendents in the next two weeks to develop a plan for professional development to occur in September for teachers. 
· That the Department has mailed a survey to all superintendents.  The data collected will enable the Department to use the most up to date data to establish a baseline for Essential Programs and Services.  
· That the Department has completed Phase I of its project with Xwave, the contractor who was responsible for collecting staff information and student information data.  The staff information and student information modules are complete and can be used by the school systems starting September 1, 2004.  A new RFP was issued on July 28 and the Department is in the process of analyzing bids for Phase II, which is assessment component of the MEDMS project.  Ray Poulin is working with Suzan Cameron and Joanne Allen on Phase III, the financial module.  The Department has created an advisory group consisting of superintendents in order to obtain feedback on how to best create the financial component.  In addition, the Handbook IIR is being revised.  

· That last year public hearings were held regarding the six schools located in the Unorganized Territories.  After examining the enrollments trends, she has decided to close one of the schools in the unorganized territories, also know as the EUT Schools.  Parents and the staff at the Benedicta School have been notified that their school will close in June 2005.  The Benedicta School has approximately 18 students, is in close proximity to SAD 25, Sherman, and SAD 25 is willing to take Benedicta’s students.  In addition, the Department has begun to develop a plan to place staff employed at the Benedicta School.  She will also continue to monitor enrollment trends in the rest of EUT school system.
· That the Maine Educational Policy Research Institute (MEPRI) will be hosting a research summit at the Maine Principal’s Association on November 15.  
· That there is a joint meeting on August 12 between SAD 31 and SAD 67 to review a draft inter-local agreement.  Pending the outcome of this meeting, SAD 67 is committed to moving forward with accepting SAD 31’s high school students as long as discussions with SAD 31 continue to be progressive and positive.  

MEMBER REPORTS:

Wes Bonney:
· Commented that he would hope that members of the State Board of Education, who are willing and able, participate in the Speakers Bureau.  

· That Maine Municipal Association has a wonderful web site www.memun.org with information relating to the tax cap referendum.  
ADJOURNMENT:

MOVED by Ellie Multer, seconded by Wes Bonney, and unanimously agreed to adjourn the August 11, 2004, meeting at 3:45 p.m.
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