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7.9.1 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by 
applying rules of standard English usage to correct grammatical errors

7.9.2 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by 
applying capitalization rules

148565.001 A Common, CMN

q Which of the following is a run-on sentence?

A. I chose the camera I liked the best it had 
a lot of good features.

B. I was trying to make up my mind about 
which camera to buy.

C. There were so many choices in the store 
that I was confused.

D. I relied on my research to help me make 
the best decision.

148677.001 D Common, CMN

w Which edit should be made to the sentence 
below?

Some of the history students were confused 
about the relationship between the 
Constitution and the Bill of rights.

A. Change history to History.

B. Change Constitution to constitution.

C. Change Bill to bill.

D. Change rights to Rights.
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7.9.4 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by 
applying appropriate punctuation to various sentence patterns to enhance meaning

148705.001 C Common, CMN

e Which sentence is punctuated correctly?

A. The keys are on the table, “he told me.”

B. The keys “are on the table, he told me.”

C. “The keys are on the table,” he told me.

D. “The keys are on the table, he told me.”

7.9.5 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions 
by correctly spelling grade-appropriate, high-frequency words and applying conventional spelling 
patterns/rules

148778.001 B Common, CMN

r How should the underlined word in the 
sentence below be spelled?

The jeweler checked carefully to see whether 
the diamond was gennuine.

A. genuin 

B. genuine

C. genniuine

D. geniuine
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7.9.2 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by
applying capitalization rules

148609.001 C Common, CMN

t Which word in the sentence below should be 
capitalized?

The doctor said he works at Mercy hospital 
on the north side of the city.

A. doctor

B. he

C. hospital

D. north

7.9.4 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by 
applying appropriate punctuation to various sentence patterns to enhance meaning

148759.003 A Common, CMN

y Where should a comma be added to the 
sentence below?

My cat which has a friendly and cool attitude, 
walked up to me and began to meow loudly.

A. after cat

B. after friendly

C. after me

D. after meow
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7.9.5 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions 
by correctly spelling grade-appropriate, high-frequency words and applying conventional spelling 
patterns/rules

7.1.1 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by using 
varied sentence length and structure to enhance meaning (e.g., including phrases and clauses)

148869.001 C Common, CMN

u In which sentence is the underlined word 
misspelled?

A. I was upset by all the commotion outside.

B. I am trying to fi nd ways to serve the 
community.

C. I really enjoyed that new commedy on 
television.

D. I think that the new program will 
commence tomorrow.

148465.001 D Common, CMN

i What is the best way to combine the two 
sentences below?

Tobias often misses the bus. Today he was 
the fi rst person on the corner.

A. Often missing the bus, today Tobias was 
the fi rst person on the corner.

B. Tobias often misses the bus, today he was 
the fi rst person on the corner.

C. He often misses the bus, and today the 
fi rst person was Tobias on the corner.

D. Tobias often misses the bus, but today he 
was the fi rst person on the corner.
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7.9.1 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by 
applying rules of standard English usage to correct grammatical errors

148518.004 C Common, CMN

o What is the plural form of the underlined 
word in the sentence below?

She went to the store and bought a few loaf 
of bread.

A. loafs

B. loafes

C. loaves

D. loaves’
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7.1.1 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by using 
varied sentence length and structure to enhance meaning (e.g., including phrases and clauses)

148459.000 A Common, CMN

a What is the best way to combine the two 
sentences below?

We were supposed to hand in our reports 
on Friday. We can hand in the reports on 
Monday instead.

A. The reports we were supposed to hand in 
on Friday can be handed in on Monday 
instead.

B. The reports that we will hand in on 
Monday instead we were supposed to 
hand in on Friday.

C. On Friday, we were supposed to hand 
in our reports and we can hand them in 
instead of Monday.

D. We were supposed to hand in our reports 
on Friday and we can hand in the reports 
on Monday instead.
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Scoring Guide:

Score Description

4

The response provides the beginning of a mystery story that includes 
relevant and descriptive details and sensory language. The response 
maintains a clear focus. The response includes a variety of correct 
sentence structures and demonstrates sustained control of grade-
appropriate grammar, usage, and mechanics. 

3

The response provides the beginning of a mystery story that includes 
some relevant and descriptive details. The response may have minor 
lapses in focus. The response includes some sentence variety and 
demonstrates general control of grade-appropriate grammar, usage, and 
mechanics. 

2

The response is an attempt at the beginning of a mystery story. The 
response includes limited details and may have major lapses in focus. 
The response includes some attempt at sentence variety and may 
demonstrate inconsistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics. 

1

The response may be unclear and/or a minimal attempt to provide 
the beginning of a mystery story. The response includes little or no 
sentence variety and may demonstrate lack of control of grammar, 
usage, and mechanics. 

0
The paragraph is totally incorrect, irrelevant, or does not include a 
complete sentence.

Blank No response

7.5.1 Students demonstrate use of narrative strategies by using relevant and descriptive details and 
sensory language to advance the plot/story line

Narrative Writing

(There is no passage that accompanies this prompt.)

150790.001 Common, CMN

1! Write the beginning of a mystery story. Use sensory language and descriptive details to set the scene 
for your story.
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4
(EXAMPLE A)

s
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4
(EXAMPLE B)

s
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 3
(EXAMPLE A)

s
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 3
(EXAMPLE B)

s
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE A)

s
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE B)

s
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 1
(EXAMPLE A)

s

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 1
(EXAMPLE B)

s

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 0

s
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Scoring Guide:

Score Description

4

The paragraph thoroughly explains a lesson the chieftain is trying to 
teach. The paragraph maintains a focus/purpose throughout, includes 
relevant supporting details, and is well-organized. The paragraph includes 
a variety of correct sentence structures and demonstrates sustained 
control of grade-appropriate grammar, usage, and mechanics. 

3

The paragraph explains a lesson the chieftain is trying to teach. 
The paragraph has a focus/purpose, but there may be minor lapses. 
The paragraph includes some supporting details and is generally 
well-organized. The paragraph includes some sentence variety and 
demonstrates general control of grade-appropriate grammar, usage, and 
mechanics. 

2

The paragraph attempts to explain a lesson the chieftain is trying to 
teach. The paragraph contains major lapses in focus/purpose and/or few 
relevant supporting details from the text. The paragraph includes some 
attempt at sentence variety and may demonstrate inconsistent control of 
grammar, usage, and mechanics. 

1
The paragraph may be unclear and/or a minimal attempt to answer the 
prompt. The paragraph includes little or no sentence variety and may 
demonstrate lack of control of grammar, usage, and mechanics. 

0
The paragraph is totally incorrect, irrelevant, or does not include a 
complete sentence.

Blank No response

Training Notes
The lesson taught will be related to the idea that the young men together are much stronger than 
they are individually. Other messages are acceptable if supported by the text.

A Bundle of Sticks
Response to Literary Text

7.3.2 In response to literary or informational text, students make and support analytical judgments 
about text by making inferences about the relationship(s) among content, events, characters, setting, 
theme, or author’s craft EXAMPLES: Making links between characterization and author’s choice of 
words; making links to characteristics of literary forms or genres

(The passage for this prompt is located in Released Items 2011 – Grade 8 Writing.)

150435.004 Common, CMN

1@ What lesson is the chieftain trying to teach the young men? Write a paragraph using details from the 
story to support your response.
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4
(EXAMPLE A)

1@



17NECAP_2011_Grade8_Writing_Released_Items_Support_Materials

NECAP 2011 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 8 WRITING

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4
(EXAMPLE B)

1@
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 3
(EXAMPLE A)

1@
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 3
(EXAMPLE B)

1@
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE A)

1@

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE B)

1@
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 1
(EXAMPLE A)

1@

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 1
(EXAMPLE B)

1@

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 0

1@
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Scoring Guide:

Score Description

4

The paragraph thoroughly explains what it is like to be a nature 
photographer. The paragraph maintains a focus/purpose throughout, 
includes relevant facts from the organizer, and is well-organized. 
The paragraph includes a variety of correct sentence structures and 
demonstrates sustained control of grade-appropriate grammar, usage, and 
mechanics. 

3

The paragraph explains what it is like to be a nature photographer. The 
paragraph maintains a focus/purpose but there may be minor lapses. 
The paragraph includes mostly relevant facts from the organizer, and is 
generally well-organized. The paragraph includes some sentence variety 
and demonstrates general control of grade-appropriate grammar, usage, 
and mechanics. 

2

The paragraph attempts to explain what it is like to be a nature 
photographer. The paragraph contains major lapses in focus/purpose and/
or few relevant facts from the organizer. The paragraph includes some 
attempt at sentence variety and may demonstrate inconsistent control of 
grammar, usage, and mechanics. 

1
The paragraph may be unclear and/or a minimal attempt to answer the 
prompt. The paragraph includes little or no sentence variety and may 
demonstrate lack of control of grammar, usage, and mechanics.

0
The paragraph is totally incorrect, irrelevant, or does not include a 
complete sentence.

Blank No response

Nature Photographers
Report Writing

7.7.2   In informational writing, students effectively convey purpose by stating and maintaining a focus/
controlling idea

(The organizer for this prompt is located in Released Items 2011 – Grade 8 Writing.)

150847.003 150848 Common, CMN

1# Write a paragraph that explains what it is like to be a nature photographer. Select appropriate 
information from the organizer to support the focus of your paragraph.
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4
(EXAMPLE A)

1#
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4
(EXAMPLE B)

1#
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 3
(EXAMPLE A)

1#
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 3
(EXAMPLE B)

1#

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE A)

1#
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE B)

1#

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 1
(EXAMPLE A)

1#
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 1
(EXAMPLE B)

1#

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 0

1#
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A Different Way to Wake Up
Response to Informational Text

(The passage for this prompt is located in Released Items 2011 – Grade 8 Writing.)

7.2 Writing in Response to Literary or Informational Text –
Showing Understanding of Ideas in Text

7.2.1 In response to literary or informational text, students show understanding of plot/ideas/
concepts by selecting and summarizing key ideas to set context

7.2.3 In response to literary or informational text, students show understanding of plot/ideas/
concepts by connecting what has been read (plot/ideas/concepts) to prior knowledge, other texts, 
or the broader world of ideas, by referring to and explaining relevant ideas 

7.3 Writing in Response to Literary or Informational Text –
Making Analytical Judgments about Text 

7.3.1 In response to literary or informational text, students make and support analytical judgments 
about text by stating and maintaining a focus (purpose), a fi rm judgment, or point of view when 
responding to a given question

7.3.2 In response to literary or informational text, students make and support analytical judgments 
about text by making inferences about the relationship(s) among content, events, characters, 
setting, theme, or author’s craft EXAMPLES: Making links between characterization and author’s
choice of words; making links to characteristics of literary forms or genres

7.3.3 In response to literary or informational text, students make and support analytical judgments 
about text by using specifi c details and references to text or relevant citations to support focus or 
judgment

7.3.4 In response to literary or informational text, students make and support analytical judgments 
about text by organizing ideas, using transition words/phrases and writing a conclusion that 
provides closure
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7.9 Writing Conventions – 
Applying Rules of Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics 

7.9.1 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions 
by applying rules of standard English usage to correct grammatical errors EXAMPLES: Clear 
pronoun referent, subject-verb agreement, consistency of verb tense, irregular forms of verbs and
nouns

7.9.2 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions 
by applying capitalization rules

7.9.4 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions 
by applying appropriate punctuation to various sentence patterns to enhance meaning EXAMPLES:
colons, semicolons

7.9.5 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions 
by correctly spelling grade-appropriate, high-frequency words and applying conventional spelling 
patterns/rules EXAMPLES: consonant doubling, consonant patterns, units of meaning – common 
roots, base words, pre/suffi xes

7.1 Structures of Language – 
Applying Understanding of Sentences, Paragraphs, Text Structures

7.1.1 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by using 
varied sentence length and structure to enhance meaning (e.g., including phrases and clauses)

7.1.2 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by using 
the paragraph form: indenting, main idea, supporting details

7.1.3 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by 
recognizing organizational structures within paragraphs or within texts EXAMPLES (of text 
structures):  description, sequential chronology, proposition/support, compare/contrast, problem/
solution EXAMPLE: When given a paragraph or text and a description of text structures, students 
identify structure used or their purposes

7.1.4 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by 
applying a format and text structure appropriate to the purpose of the writing
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Scoring Guide:

Score Description

6

• Purpose is clear throughout; strong focus/controlling idea OR strongly 
stated purpose focuses the writing 

• Intentionally organized for effect 
• Fully developed details, rich and/or insightful elaboration supports 

purpose 
• Distinctive voice, tone, and style enhance meaning 
• Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, 

and mechanics

5

• Purpose is clear; focus/controlling idea is maintained throughout 
• Well-organized and coherent throughout 
• Details are relevant and support purpose; details are suffi ciently 

elaborated 
• Strong command of sentence structure; uses language to enhance 

meaning 
• Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, 

and mechanics

4

• Purpose is evident; focus/controlling idea may not be maintained 
• Generally organized and coherent 
• Details are relevant and mostly support purpose 
• Well-constructed sentences; uses language well 
• May have inconsistent control of grade-level grammar, usage, and 

mechanics

3

• Writing has a general purpose 
• Some sense of organization; may have lapses in coherence 
• Some relevant details support purpose 
• Uses language adequately; may show little variety of sentence 

structures 
• May contain some serious errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics

2

• Attempted or vague purpose; stays on topic 
• Little evidence of organization; lapses in coherence 
• Generalizes or lists details 
• Lacks sentence control; uses language poorly 
• Errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics are distracting

1

• Lack of evident purpose; topic may not be clear 
• Incoherent or undeveloped organization 
• Random information 
• Rudimentary or defi cient use of language 
• Serious and persistent errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics 

throughout

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response

150788.004 Common, CMN

1$ Explain how Sallin’s invention creatively combines art, technology, and usefulness. Use details from the 
article and your own ideas to support your response.
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 6

1$
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 6
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• Purpose is clear throughout; strong focus/controlling idea OR strongly stated purpose 
focuses the writing

• Intentionally organized for effect
• Fully developed details; rich and/or insightful elaboration supports purpose
• Distinctive voice, tone, and style enhance meaning
• Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 6
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 5
(EXAMPLE A)

1$
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 5
(EXAMPLE A)
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 5
(EXAMPLE A)

• Purpose is clear; focus/controlling idea is maintained throughout
• Well-organized and coherent throughout
• Details are relevant and support purpose; details are suffi ciently elaborated
• Strong command of sentence structure; uses language to enhance meaning
• Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 5
(EXAMPLE B)

1$
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 5
(EXAMPLE B)
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 5
(EXAMPLE B)

• Purpose is clear; focus/controlling idea is maintained throughout
• Well-organized and coherent throughout
• Details are relevant and support purpose; details are suffi ciently elaborated
• Strong command of sentence structure; uses language to enhance meaning
• Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4
(EXAMPLE A)

1$
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4
(EXAMPLE A)
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4
(EXAMPLE A)

• Purpose is evident; focus/controlling idea may not be maintained
• Generally organized and coherent
• Details are relevant and mostly support purpose
• Well-constructed sentences; uses language well
• May have inconsistent control of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4
(EXAMPLE B)

1$
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4
(EXAMPLE B)
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4
(EXAMPLE B)

• Purpose is evident; focus/controlling idea may not be maintained
• Generally organized and coherent
• Details are relevant and mostly support purpose
• Well-constructed sentences; uses language well
• May have inconsistent control of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics
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NECAP 2011 RELEASED ITEMS GRADE 8 WRITING

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 3
(EXAMPLE A)

1$
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 3
(EXAMPLE A)

• Writing has a general purpose
• Some sense of organization; may have lapses in coherence
• Some relevant details support purpose
• Uses language adequately; may show little variety of sentence structures
• May contain some serious errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 3
(EXAMPLE B)

1$

• Writing has a general purpose
• Some sense of organization; may have lapses in coherence
• Some relevant details support purpose
• Uses language adequately; may show little variety of sentence structures
• May contain some serious errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE A)

1$

• Attempted or vague purpose; stays on topic
• Little evidence of organization; lapses in coherence
• Generalizes or lists details
• Lacks sentence control; uses language poorly
• Errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics are distracting
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• Attempted or vague purpose; stays on topic
• Little evidence of organization; lapses in coherence
• Generalizes or lists details
• Lacks sentence control; uses language poorly
• Errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics are distracting

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE B)

1$
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1$

• Lack of evident purpose; topic may not be clear
• Incoherent or undeveloped organization
• Random information
• Rudimentary or defi cient use of language
• Serious and persistent errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics throughout

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 1
(EXAMPLE A)

1$

• Lack of evident purpose; topic may not be clear
• Incoherent or undeveloped organization
• Random information
• Rudimentary or defi cient use of language
• Serious and persistent errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics throughout

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 1
(EXAMPLE B)
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 0

1$

Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.
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