
NECAP Writing Test Design 
Grades 5 and 8 

Each session is 45 minutes with a possible 100% extension. 
 
 
Session I – 22 points    Session II – 12 pts. 
 
 
10 Stand-alone multiple choice items 
Conventions/Structures      
 
        
    
 

 

STIMULUS is text which provides 
information for the response.  The 
Extended Response stimulus is 
read by the teacher to the entire 
class.   Stimulus may be brief or 
up to a page long.  Responses may 
be a couple or several paragraphs 
in length. 

 
 
 

  
 

10 
pts 

One extended response item will 
include a mode or type of writing 
not addressed in the constructed 
response items.   
 
Extended Response Types of 
Writing: 
 
5th grade—report, response to 
literary text, and response to 
informational text each include 
stimulus OR narrative, which 
may have a very brief stimulus 
or just a prompt 
 
8th grade – report, response to 
literary text, and response to 
informational text each include 
stimulus OR a persuasive 
prompt which has no stimulus, 
just the prompt.   
 
NOTE: Narrative @ 8th will be 
only a CR, which will rotate with 
the other types of writing 

(Constructed response prompts 
require one paragraph or an  
equivalent amount of writing) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Constructed response 
(1st of 3 types not on 
Session 2) 

2 scorers; 
max. 6 
points 
each 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Constructed Response 
(2nd of 3 types not on 
Session 2) 
 

4 pts 
each 
= 12 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Constructed Response 
(3rd of 3 types not on 
Session 2) 
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If you have been studying released items, then you will notice a change in the test design.  
The previous NECAP writing assessment included three one-point pre-writing planning 
boxes.  These items will not be included in the next phase of the writing test.  We 
encourage prewriting and planning but we no longer require it.   
 
As you consider an appropriate response to the extended response items, be 
sure to consider (or plan on scrap paper) the following: 
 
Response to Text (literary or informational): 

1. Focus/controlling idea 
2. Supporting details/references to text 
3. Conclusion  

 
Report: 

1. Focus/controlling idea 
2. Supporting details 
3. Conclusion 

 
Narrative (5th only): 

1. Characters 
2. Problem 
3. Solution 

 
Persuasive (8th only): 

1. Focus/opinion 
2. Reasons/evidence/supporting details (may include counter argument) 
3. Conclusion 
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