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Aligning Maine’s graduation 

rate with “Graduation Counts: 


A Report of the National 

Governors Association Task 

Force on State High School 


Graduation Data”
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Recommendations:

•	 Immediately adopt, and begin taking steps to 

implement, a standard four-year, adjusted cohort
graduation rate. 

•	 Lead efforts to improve state data collection,
reporting and analysis, and link data systems
across the entire education pipeline from
preschool through postsecondary education; 

•	 Take steps to implement additional indicators 
that provide richer information and
understanding about outcomes for students and
how well the system is serving them; 

•	 Report annual progress on the improvement of 
our state high school graduation, completion,
and dropout data. 3 



Working Smarter


•	 What do we need to know to make better 
policy? 

• What do districts and schools need to 

know to better serve their students?


•	 What interventions work and which do not, 
for students identified as at risk of not 
completing high school? 
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Our Commitment as a 

Learning State


Beginning with the class of 2010, 
we will track individual student progress 
toward graduation starting with their 
October 1, 2005 grade 8 enrollment, to 
ensure that we are collecting quality data 
tied to students’ unique identifier numbers. 
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In “The Averaged Freshmen Graduation 

Rate for Public High Schools From The 


Common Core of Data,”


The USDOE credits Maine with an 
averaged freshmen graduation rate of 
76.3% for the class of 2003. 

For that same class, Maine reported a 

grade 9-12 graduation rate of 87.2%. 
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The NGA graduation rate recommendations 
can take us to an accurate and consistent 
graduation rate. 
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Maine is ready for a smooth transition to the 

NGA graduation rate formula because we 

already report the dropout count for grades 9, 

10, 11, and 12. One missing piece is accurate 

data on students who exited eighth grade and 

did not enter ninth grade the ensuing year. This 

should provide a more accurate picture than an 

averaged freshman graduation rate. In essence, 

we will be adding a dropout count at grade 8.
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Graduation Cohort Determination


• Which students may need additional time?


– Some special education students 
– Recent immigrants with limited English 


proficiency


– Students who are in neither of the above two 
categories but for whom the school can make 
a compelling case based on data 
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Our Commitment As a 

Learning State


To determine, by July 1, 2007, the 
projected graduation cohort for each 
student in the Class of 2010 who entered 
ninth grade in September 2006, and to 
continue this process with each 
successive class. 
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