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4.9.3 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by 
using commas correctly in dates and in a series (Note: either form is correct – x, y, and z or x, y and z)

4.1.1 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by writing 
a variety of complete simple and compound sentences

148265.002 D Common, CMN

q Where should a comma be added to the 
sentence below?

An important date in American history 
is December 7 1941.

A. after important

B. after date

C. after American

D. after 7

148046.001 B Common, CMN

w What is the best way to combine the 
sentences below?

I wanted to buy a book. I forgot to 
bring my money to the mall.

A. I wanted to buy a book, I forgot to 
bring my money to the mall.

B. I wanted to buy a book, but I forgot 
to bring my money to the mall.

C. I wanted to buy a book, so I forgot 
to bring my money to the mall.

D. I wanted to buy a book, or I forgot 
to bring my money to the mall.
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4.9.5 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions 
by correctly spelling grade-appropriate, high-frequency words and recognizing syllables and 
affi x patterns/rules that are characteristic of the English spelling system EXAMPLES: consonant 
doubling, change y to i, drop silent e, spelling rules for affi xes

148337.001 B Common, CMN

r Which spelling change should be made 
in the sentence below?

I could not decide whether to buy 
a calender with pictures of cars or 
motorcycles.

A. Change decide to deside.

B. Change calender to calendar.

C. Change pictures to pitchers.

D. Change motorcycles to motorcicles.

4.9.1 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by 
identifying grammatical errors, when given examples EXAMPLES: he don’t; Him and me went

148130.001 A Common, CMN

e How should the underlined words in the 
sentence below be written?

Her and I really admire our coach.

A. She and I

B. Me and she

C. Her and us

D. Me and her
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4.9.2 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by 
applying basic capitalization rules EXAMPLES: names, beginning sentences, proper nouns, titles

4.1.1 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by writing 
a variety of complete simple and compound sentences

148144.001 C Common, CMN

t Which word in the sentence below 
should be capitalized?

My mother and I plan to take a boat 
ride down Snake river next summer.

A. mother

B. boat

C. river

D. summer

148074.000 D Common, CMN

y Which of the following is a complete 
sentence?

A. A movie with a funny story.

B. Seven o’clock at the movies at 
the mall.

C. Thought about the movie tonight.

D. I liked the movie I saw yesterday.
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4.9.3 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by 
using commas correctly in dates and in a series (Note: either form is correct – x, y, and z or x, y and 
z)

4.1.1 Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by writing 
a variety of complete simple and compound sentences

148260.001 C Common, CMN

u Where should a comma be added to the 
sentence below?

We will be busy going to the grocery 
store cleaning the house, and washing 
the car on Saturday.

A. after We

B. after busy

C. after store

D. after washing

148055.001 C Common, CMN

i What is the best way to combine the 
sentences below?

The tennis team worked hard. The 
tennis team won the championship.

A. The tennis team worked hard, they 
won the championship.

B. The tennis team worked hard 
but won the championship.

C. The tennis team worked hard and 
won the championship.

D. The tennis team worked hard, the 
team won the championship.
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4.9.2 In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by 
applying basic capitalization rules EXAMPLES: names, beginning sentences, proper nouns, titles

4.9.4    In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions by 
using end punctuation correctly in a variety of sentence structures

148185.001 B Common, CMN

o Which word in the sentence below 
should be capitalized?

My grandfather and I like visiting aunt 
Millie at the department store where she 
works.

A. grandfather

B. aunt

C. department

D. store

148317.001 D Common, CMN

1) Which sentence has a punctuation error 
at the end?

A. I have been looking everywhere for 
today’s newspaper.

B. Does anyone know where I might 
have put the newspaper?

C. The newspaper is delivered every 
morning by six o’clock.

D. Do I have to go to the store and buy 
another newspaper.
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Scoring Guide:

Score Description

4

The paragraph contains a thorough explanation of why the student 
agrees or disagrees with Emma. The paragraph maintains a clear focus/
purpose throughout; contains specifi c details from the story to support 
the focus; and is well-organized. The paragraph includes a variety of 
correct sentence structures and demonstrates sustained control of grade-
appropriate grammar, usage, and mechanics.

3

The paragraph contains an explanation of why the student agrees or 
disagrees with Emma. The paragraph maintains a focus/purpose, but 
there may be minor lapses. The paragraph contains some relevant 
details that support the focus. The paragraph is generally well-organized. 
The paragraph includes some sentence variety and demonstrates general 
control of grade-appropriate grammar, usage, and mechanics.

2

The paragraph contains an attempt at an explanation of why the student 
agrees or disagrees with Emma. The paragraph contains major lapses 
in focus/purpose and/or few relevant supporting details from the story. 
The paragraph includes some attempt at sentence variety and may 
demonstrate inconsistent control of grammar, usage, and mechanics.

1
The paragraph is a minimal or vague statement of why the student 
agrees or disagrees with Emma.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response

4.3.1 In response to literary or informational text students make and support analytical judgments 
about text by stating and maintaining a focus (purpose) when responding to a given question

    150136.003 Common, CMN

1! Emma says that even though she and George disagree, they can still be friends. Do you 
agree with her? Write a paragraph using details from the story to support your response.

Agreeing to Disagree
Response to Literary Text

(The passage for this prompt is located in Released Items 2013 – Grade 5 Writing.)
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4
(EXAMPLE A)

s
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4
(EXAMPLE B)

s
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 3
(EXAMPLE A)

s
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 3
(EXAMPLE B)

s
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE A)

s
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE B)

s
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 1
(EXAMPLE A)

s

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 1
(EXAMPLE B)

s

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 0

s
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4.7.2 In informational writing, students effectively convey purpose by stating and maintaining a 
focus/controlling idea on a topic

Report

(The organizer for this prompt is located in Released Items 2013 – Grade 5 Writing.)

4.1 Structures of Language –
Applying Understanding of Sentences, Paragraphs, Text Structures

4.1.1   Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by 
writing a variety of complete simple and compound sentences

4.1.2   Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by 
using the paragraph form: indenting, main idea, supporting details

4.6 Informational Writing (Reports, Procedures, or Persuasive Writing) –
Organizing and Conveying Information

4.6.1   In informational writing, students organize ideas/concepts by grouping ideas logically (e.g., 
predictable categories, steps of a procedure, reasons/arguments)

4.6.2   In informational writing, students organize ideas/concepts by writing an introduction that sets 
the context (including materials list in procedures)

4.6.3   In informational writing, students organize ideas/concepts by using transition words or 
phrases

4.6.4   In informational writing, students organize ideas/concepts by writing a conclusion
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4.8 Informational Writing (Reports, Procedures, or Persuasive Writing) –
Using Elaboration Strategies

4.8.2    In informational writing, students demonstrate use of a range of elaboration strategies by 
including facts and details relevant to focus/controlling idea

4.8.3    In informational writing, students demonstrate use of a range of elaboration strategies by 
including suffi cient details or facts for appropriate depth of information: naming, describing, 
explaining, comparing, use of visual images

4.9 Writing Conventions –
Applying Rules of Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics

4.9.1    In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English 
conventions by identifying grammatical errors, when given examples EXAMPLES: he don’t; 
Him and me went

4.9.2    In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English 
conventions by applying basic capitalization rules EXAMPLES: names, beginning sentences, 
proper nouns, titles

4.9.3    In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English 
conventions by using commas correctly in dates and in a series 

            (Note: either form is correct – x, y, and z or x, y and z)

4.9.4    In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English 
conventions by using end punctuation correctly in a variety of sentence structures

4.9.5    In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English 
conventions by correctly spelling grade-appropriate, high-frequency words and recognizing 
syllables and affi x patterns/rules that are characteristic of the English spelling system 
EXAMPLES: consonant doubling, change y to i, drop silent e, spelling rules for affi xes
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Scoring Guide:

Score Description

4

The paragraph contains a thorough explanation of what gorilla families 
are like. The paragraph maintains a focus/purpose throughout, includes 
relevant facts from the organizer, and is well-organized. The paragraph 
includes a variety of correct sentence structures and demonstrates 
sustained control of grade-appropriate grammar, usage, and mechanics.

3

The paragraph contains an explanation of what gorilla families are 
like. The paragraph maintains a focus/purpose but there may be minor 
lapses. The paragraph includes mostly relevant facts from the organizer 
and is generally well-organized. The paragraph includes some sentence 
variety and demonstrates general control of grade-appropriate grammar, 
usage, and mechanics.

2

The paragraph is an attempt at an explanation of what gorilla families 
are like. The paragraph contains major lapses in focus/purpose and/or 
limited relevant facts from the organizer. The paragraph includes some 
attempt at sentence variety and may demonstrate inconsistent control of 
grade-appropriate grammar, usage, and mechanics.

1 The paragraph is a minimal or vague statement about gorilla families.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response

150239.003 150240 Common, CMN

1@ Write a paragraph that explains what gorilla families are like. Choose information from the 
organizer to support the main idea of your paragraph.
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4
(EXAMPLE A)

1@
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4
(EXAMPLE B)

1@
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 3
(EXAMPLE A)

1@
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 3
(EXAMPLE B)

1@
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE A)

1@
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE B)

1@
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 1
(EXAMPLE A)

1@

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 1
(EXAMPLE B)

1@

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 0

1@
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4.3.3   In response to literary or informational text students make and support analytical judgments 
about text by using specifi c details and references to text to support focus

(The passage for this prompt is located in Released Items 2013 – Grade 5 Writing.)

Something’s Moving in My Lunch Box
Response to Informational Text

Scoring Guide:

Score Description

4

The paragraph contains a thorough explanation of whether the passage 
makes the student want to read the book. The paragraph maintains 
a focus/purpose throughout; contains specifi c, relevant details from the 
passage to support the focus; and is well-organized. The paragraph 
includes a variety of correct sentence structures and demonstrates 
sustained control of grade-appropriate grammar, usage, and mechanics.

3

The paragraph contains an explanation of whether the passage makes 
the student want to read the book. The paragraph maintains a focus/
purpose, but there may be minor lapses. The paragraph contains some 
relevant details that support the focus. The paragraph is generally 
well-organized. The paragraph includes some sentence variety and 
demonstrates general control of grade-appropriate grammar, usage, and 
mechanics.

2

The paragraph contains an attempt at an explanation of whether the 
passage makes the student want to read the book. The paragraph 
contains major lapses in the focus/purpose and/or few relevant 
supporting details from the passage. The paragraph includes some 
attempt at sentence variety and may demonstrate inconsistent control of 
grammar, usage, and mechanics.

1
The paragraph is a minimal or vague statement about whether the 
student wants to read the book.

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response

  150140.002 Common, CMN

f Does this passage make you want to read the entire book? Write a paragraph that explains 
why or why not. Use details from the passage to support your response.
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4

1#
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 3
(EXAMPLE A)

1#
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 WRITING

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 3
(EXAMPLE B)

1#
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 WRITING

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE A)

1#
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 WRITING

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE B)

1#

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 1
(EXAMPLE A)

1#
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 WRITING

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 1
(EXAMPLE B)

1#

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 0

1#
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Narrative

(The passage for this prompt is located in Released Items 2013 – Grade 5 Writing.)

4.1 Structures of Language –
Applying Understanding of Sentences, Paragraphs, Text Structures

4.1.1   Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by 
writing a variety of complete simple and compound sentences

4.1.2   Students demonstrate command of the structures of sentences, paragraphs, and text by 
using the paragraph form: indenting, main idea, supporting details

4.4 Narrative Writing –
Creating a Story Line and Applying Narrative Strategies

4.4.1    In written narratives, students organize and relate a story line/plot/series of events by 
creating a clear, understandable story line with a beginning, middle, and end

4.4.2    In written narratives, students organize and relate a story line/plot/series of events by 
establishing a problem and solution

4.5 Narrative Writing –
Creating a Story Line and Applying Narrative Strategies

4.5.1    Students demonstrate use of narrative strategies by using relevant and descriptive details

4.5.3    Students demonstrate use of narrative strategies by identifying characters
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4.9 Writing Conventions –
Applying Rules of Grammar, Usage, and Mechanics

4.9.1    In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions 
by identifying grammatical errors, when given examples EXAMPLES: he don’t; Him and me 
went

4.9.2    In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions 
by applying basic capitalization rules EXAMPLES: names, beginning sentences, proper nouns, 
titles

4.9.3    In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions 
by using commas correctly in dates and in a series 

            (Note: either form is correct – x, y, and z or x, y and z)

4.9.4    In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions 
by using end punctuation correctly in a variety of sentence structures

4.9.5    In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions 
by correctly spelling grade-appropriate, high-frequency words and recognizing syllables and 
affi x patterns/rules that are characteristic of the English spelling system EXAMPLES: consonant 
doubling, change y to i, drop silent e, spelling rules for affi xes
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150209.001 Common, CMN

g Write a story about a character who learns that it is always best to be honest.

Scoring Guide:

Score Description

6

• Story line is organized in an engaging, effective way
• Has a problem and solution
• Chooses language effectively to create relevant and descriptive details
• Develops characters
• Uses a variety of sentence structures purposefully
•  Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics

5

•  Contains a clear, understandable story line with a beginning, middle, and end
• Has a problem and a solution
• Uses language to create relevant and descriptive details
• Identifi es characters
• Uses a variety of correct sentence structures
•  Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics

4

•  Contains an understandable story line with a beginning, middle, and end
• Has a problem and solution
• Uses language adequately to create relevant details
• Identifi es characters
• Uses correct sentence structures
•  May show inconsistent control of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics

3

• Story topic is clear
• Has a beginning, middle, and end
• Uses some relevant details
• Identifi es characters
• Uses language adequately; may show little variety of sentence structures
• May contain some serious errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics

2

• Attempts story line
• May lack effective beginning or end abruptly
• Uses few relevant details
• Names characters
• Lacks sentence control
• Errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics are distracting

1

• Story topic may not be clear
• Incoherent or underdeveloped story line
• Uses little or no relevant details
• Rudimentary or defi cient use of language
• Serious and persistent errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics throughout

0 Response is totally incorrect or irrelevant.

Blank No response
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 6

1$
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STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 6



36NECAP_2013_Grade5_Writing_Released_Items_Support_Materials_V2

NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 WRITING

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 6
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 WRITING

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 6

• Story line is organized in an engaging, effective way
• Has a problem and solution
• Chooses language effectively to create relevant and descriptive details
• Develops characters
• Uses a variety of sentence structures purposefully
•  Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics
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1$

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 5
(EXAMPLE A)



39NECAP_2013_Grade5_Writing_Released_Items_Support_Materials_V2

NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 WRITING

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 5
(EXAMPLE A)
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 WRITING

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 5
(EXAMPLE A)
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1$

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 5
(EXAMPLE B)
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 WRITING

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 5
(EXAMPLE B)
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 WRITING

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 5
(EXAMPLE B)
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•  Contains a clear, understandable story line with a beginning, middle, and end
• Has a problem and a solution
• Uses language to create relevant and descriptive details
• Identifi es characters
• Uses a variety of correct sentence structures
•  Consistent application of the rules of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics
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1$

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4
(EXAMPLE A)

1$
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 WRITING

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4
(EXAMPLE A)
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 WRITING

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4
(EXAMPLE A)
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 WRITING

1$

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4
(EXAMPLE B)
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 WRITING

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4
(EXAMPLE B)
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 WRITING

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 4
(EXAMPLE B)

•  Contains an understandable story line with a beginning, middle, and end
• Has a problem and solution
• Uses language adequately to create relevant details
• Identifi es characters
• Uses correct sentence structures
•  May show inconsistent control of grade-level grammar, usage, and mechanics
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 WRITING

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 3
(EXAMPLE A)

1$
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 WRITING

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 3
(EXAMPLE A)
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 WRITING

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 3
(EXAMPLE B)

1$
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 WRITING

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 3
(EXAMPLE B)

• Story topic is clear
• Has a beginning, middle, and end
• Uses some relevant details
• Identifi es characters
• Uses language adequately; may show little variety of sentence structures
• May contain some serious errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 WRITING

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE A)

1$
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 WRITING

• Attempts story line
• May lack effective beginning or end abruptly
• Uses few relevant details
• Names characters
• Lacks sentence control
• Errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics are distracting

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE A)

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 2
(EXAMPLE B)

1$
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NECAP 2013 RELEASED ITEMS
GRADE 5 WRITING

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 1
(EXAMPLE A)

1$

• Story topic may not be clear
• Incoherent or underdeveloped story line
• Uses little or no relevant details
• Rudimentary or defi cient use of language
• Serious and persistent errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics throughout

STUDENT WRITING SAMPLE – SCORE POINT 1
(EXAMPLE B)

1$
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