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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FIRST LADY TO TAKE PART IN “READ WITH ME.” INITIATIVE 

ON AUGUST 21st
AUGUSTA – First Lady Karen Baldacci will highlight the importance of early childhood reading during a press conference and book bag-assembling project for the literacy outreach program Read With ME. on Tuesday, August 21th.  The First Lady, who is a former kindergarten teacher, spearheads Maine Reads, the umbrella organization for Read With ME. 

Mrs. Baldacci will join Maine author and illustrator Cathryn Falwell and Verizon Maine President and General Manager for Northern New England Ed Dinan on Tuesday, Aug. 21, at 10 a.m. at the Armory on Western Avenue in Augusta.  They will help more than 50 volunteers prepare 18,000 book bags to every incoming kindergarten student in more than 400 schools throughout Maine. 

Governor John E. Baldacci will briefly attend the event from 9:15 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. to help pack the book bags.

Recently, Mrs. Baldacci sent letters to principals at each school in Maine that has kindergarten students and invited them to participate in the program.  The students at those schools that do participate will receive book bags after school opens in September.

All of the books and information are provided at no cost to the participating schools and students, thanks to the generous underwriting of the Read With ME. program by the Verizon Foundation.  Local Maine members of the Verizon Volunteers team will be participating on Aug. 21 and Verizon technicians will be making statewide deliveries of the book bags during the first weeks of the upcoming school year.

This year's book bags will include a specially made copy of Shape Capers, a new book written and illustrated by Cathryn Falwell of Gorham.  The book’s pages will include a supplemental section offering activities and bookmaking ideas.  Also included in each bookbag is a resource guide and a bookmark developed by Falwell and the Maine Department of Education. 

New this year, students are guided to the interactive Web site of Read With ME. (www.mainereads.org) where a special Web cast features Falwell reading from Shape Capers and demonstrating fun bookmaking ideas.  DVDs about reading aloud have been produced by Maine Public Broadcasting and the Maine State Library and distributed to school libraries statewide.

Maine Reads is a 501c3 nonprofit aimed at improving literacy and reading skills in Maine and is part of the Verizon Reads national program.  In addition to presenting Read With ME., Maine Reads distributes grants monies to libraries and produces The Maine Festival of the Book.  For more information about Read With ME. and Maine Reads, go to www.mainereads.org.

The Verizon Foundation, the philanthropic arm of Verizon Communications, is committed to improving literacy and K-12 education; fostering awareness and prevention of domestic violence; and promoting the use of technology in health-care delivery.  In 2006, the foundation awarded more than $69 million in grants to nonprofit agencies in the United States and abroad. The foundation also matched charitable donations from Verizon employees and retirees, resulting in $29 million in combined contributions. Under the foundation’s Verizon Volunteer initiative, one of the nation’s largest employee-volunteer programs, company employees and retirees have also contributed nearly 3 million hours of community service since Verizon’s inception in 2000. For more information on the foundation, visit www.verizon.com/foundation.
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