MCJA Sexual Assault Class

Criterion Test Questions

1. Select the statement that is NOT TRUE regarding sexual assault cases.

a. Historically in the U.S., we have been socialized to never blame the victim of a sexual assault.

b. Stereotypes, assumptions, and commonly believed myths about sexual assaults can pervade everyone's thinking even law enforcement officers.

c. It is important that we all understand that sexual assault is about power and control; it is not about sexual passion.

d. Despite the popularity of beliefs about "real rape," most sexual assault investigators would report that a large proportion of recent cases did not resemble the stereotype of sexual assaults.

2. Victims of acquaintance rape need to be reassured that ______________. They may need to be reassured that ______________ and that they did not cause the rape; the perpetrator committed the assault.

a. it is a crime;  no means no

b. it is only a miscommunication; no should mean no

c. it is a crime; no should mean no

d. it is only a miscommunication;  no means no

3. Marital or partner rape may be accomplished _______________________.

a. without consent or against a person's will by physical force

b. by threats of force to the victim or a third person

c. through implied harm based on prior assault causing the victim to fear that physical force will be used if he or she resists

d. All of the above

4. Victims of acquaintance rape may be either male or female. Lovers, neighbors, friends, coworkers, dates, and classmates ________.

a. are seldom either perpetrators or victims of acquaintance rape.

b. can all be perpetrators or victims of acquaintance rape.

c. are less likely to be perpetrators of acquaintance rape.

d. are less likely to be victims of acquaintance rape.

5. It is important that law enforcement officers understand that a victim fears ALL BUT ONE of the following when reporting a sexual assault to a law enforcement officer. 

a. The officer will blame the victim for the assault.

b. The officers will ask insensitive questions.

c. The officers will be overly empathetic.

d. The officers will not take the report seriously.

6. People with severe lifelong disabilities and elderly persons who have major impairments are vulnerable to sexual assault because they _______.  Select the one that is NOT correct.

a. may not feel that they "own their bodies," which are constantly being manipulated by others.

b. may have a harder time distinguishing between appropriate and inappropriate behavior

c. are very supported by family and other support networks.

d. are usually taught to comply with authority figures, and are therefore eager to please.

7. The dynamics of sexual assault have changed in recent years. Which ONE of the following is NOT one of the changes?

a. Sexual assault perpetrators are more likely to be known to and even trusted by the victim.

b. There is growing incidence of acquaintance sexual assault. 

c. There is growing incidence of drug facilitated rape.

d. There is growing incidence of stranger rape that occurs late at night in isolated areas.

8. One unfortunate consequence of the stereotype of "real rape" is that it can cause law enforcement officers to

a. be overly empathetic with the victim

b. avoid responding to any reports of sexual assault

c. question the credibility of victims who describe an assault that does not fit the stereotype

d. risk both their lives and the lives of others when responding to such an emergency call for service.

9. The three stages that victims may experience in reaction to sexual assault are: 

a. Acute Trauma, Outward Adjustment, Integration

b. Acute Trauma, Suspended Belief, Integration

c. Acute Trauma, Outward Adjustment, Suspended Belief

d. Acute Trauma, Suspended Belief, Resolution

10. Law enforcement officers must always keep in mind that 

a. most rape victims do report the assault to the police – and that most victims who do report, typically do so immediately. 

b. sexual assault is a frighteningly frequent occurrence in our society, and that it involves a very wide range of people and circumstances. 

c. Both a and b are true.

d. Neither a nor b is true.

11. In the _______________ stage of response to sexual assault, victims emerge with a better understanding of the sexual assault and its effect on their life; victims rebuild their lives in a way that takes into account this traumatic experience, its impact, and it’s meaning. 

a. Acute Trauma

b. Suspended Belief

c. Outward Adjustment

d. Integration

12. It is imperative that the responding officer be patient regarding any delayed reporting by the victim because ________________.

a. Many state laws allow victims to report to police up to several years after the sexual assault. 

b. Most victims delay reporting their assault to police – if they report at all. 

c. Officers must be sensitive to the fact that questions about the delay may cause victims to feel that the officer is blaming them or doesn't believe their claims.

d. All of the above.

13. Symptoms often observed during the _________ stage of response to sexual assault include but are not limited to psychological disorganization, disorientation, dissociation, and even psychogenic amnesia including the fact that victims may have nightmares, flashbacks, sleep and appetite disturbances and difficulty concentrating.

a. Acute Trauma

b. Resolution

c. Outward Adjustment

d. Integration

14. In the ___________ stage of response to sexual assault, victims may respond by trying to deny that the sexual assault happened or that it had a significant impact on them.  

a. Acute Trauma

b. Suspended Belied

c. Outward Adjustment

d. Integration

15. The investigative approach to a delayed report includes ALL BUT ONE of the following. 

a. Be sure to question the victim about anything that might corroborate the victim’s report.

b. Listen more carefully to witnesses and others to whom the victim may have talked to about the assault than to the victim.

c. Determine who the victim first told about the sexual assault.

d. Evaluate the need for a search warrant of the suspect’s home if that is the location of the assault.

16. During the preliminary investigation, obtain information necessary to establish the _____________________ that confirm that the victim was sexually assaulted.

a. forensic evidence

b. evidence of a physical assault

c. a clear, direct description of what occurred

d. elements of the crime 

17. When the officer responds to a sexual assault call for service, it is imperative he or she__________.

a. place locating the suspect as the number one priority

b. identify and secure the crime scene or scenes to ensure that evidence is not contaminated or destroyed

c. immediately call for back-up

d. interview potential witnesses

18. When documenting the victim’s statements, the officer should __________.

a. write them down word for word

b. use professional law enforcement language

c. pay close attention to proper grammar and punctuation

d. sanitize the description so that it is acceptable court language

19. If the suspect is at large and a warrant is outstanding, you should broadcast _____________________.

a. the crime committed

b. the identity or description of the suspect including any vehicle involved

c. whether the suspect is known to be armed

d. All of the above

20. This SART role provides emotional support, short-term crisis intervention, advocacy, and appropriate referrals for the sexual assault victim in his or her involvement with the medical and criminal justice systems.

a. Sexual Assault Crisis Advocate

b. Prosecutor

c. Sexual Assault Forensic Examiner

d. Law Enforcement Officer

21. Which one of the following statements is correct regarding the use of polygraphs with victims?

a. The use of polygraphs can destroy any trust the victim has for law enforcement as well as reducing the chance for successful prosecution. 

b. Using polygraphs communicates to sexual assault victims that their story is somehow suspicious – in a way that is not true for victims of any other crime.

c. Both a and b are correct

d. Neither a nor b is correct.

22. The officer may need a search warrant to ____________________________.

a. conduct a sexual assault examination with the suspect

b. obtain necessary biological reference samples such as blood and saliva

c. Both a and b are correct.

d. Neither a nor b is correct.

23. Depending on the policies of your department and prosecuting agency, the following factors need to be considered when determining whether an immediate arrest should be made:

a. type of assault, protection of the victim, potential flight risk of the suspect, and potential destruction of evidence

b. credibility of the victim, protection of the victim, and potential flight risk of the suspect

c. type of assault, credibility of the victim, and potential destruction of evidence

d. protection of the victim, credibility of the suspect, potential destruction of evidence, and type of assault

24. When attempting to establish the elements of the crime (e.g., force or threat) ask ____________.

a. direct questions

b. leading questions

c. confrontational questions

d. open-ended questions

25. This SART role is a person with advanced education, training, and experience to conduct a comprehensive medical forensic examination of sexual assault victims. 

a. Sexual Assault Crisis Team Advocate

b. Prosecutor

c. Sexual Assault Forensic Examiner

d. Law Enforcement Officer

