MCJA LEPS Phase 1
ETHICS
Maine Decertification Information
All law enforcement officers in the state are certified on either a part-time or full-time basis by the Maine Criminal Justice Academy (MCJA) after completing the Law Enforcement Pre Service (LEPS) Program, the Basic Law Enforcement Training Program (BLETP), or receiving a waiver for these trainings based on prior training received.  This certification is jeopardized when an officer engages in misconduct.

2009:  62 cases requiring MCJA Board review of officer misconduct
    32 law enforcement officers
    30 correctional officers

As of 12/31/09

   25 cases still active

   37 cases closed

Circumstances of Closed Cases

 Control, Lust, Anger
· Criminal Mischief

· Criminal Threatening

· Criminal Trespass

· Criminal Use of an Electronic Weapon

· Domestic Violence Assault

· Domestic Violence Stalking

· Excessive Force

· Possession of Sexually Explicit Material (child pornography) - Class C 

· Reckless Conduct with a Firearm

· Sex with DV Victim as Investigating Officer

· Terrorizing

Honesty, Professionalism

· Failure to complete Mandatory Training

· Felony Conduct on Polygraph

· Gross Deviation from Mandatory Policies

· Impersonating a Law Enforcement Officer (involved a corrections officer)
· Tampering with Public Records - Class D 

Greed

· Receiving Stolen Property - Class B

· Theft – Class B, Class E

· Theft from a Motor Vehicle

Peer Pressure
· Furnishing Liquor to a Minor

· Operating After Suspension

· Operating Under the Influence

Disposition of Closed Cases
Some of the above circumstances of misconduct were career-ending: some officers voluntarily surrendered their licenses, while others were decertified by the Board of the Maine Criminal Justice Academy.  Others signed “consent agreements” which allowed them to retain their certification under certain conditions.  Some cases were dismissed with no formal action taken by the Board after inquiry into the circumstances.

