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MAINE CRIMINAL JUSTICE ACADEMY

DRUG RECOGNITION EXPERT TECHNICIAN CERTIFICATION
Specification S-28
The following requirements are specified for the certification of Drug Recognition Technician (DRT), more commonly referred to as Drug Recognition Expert (DRE),  as required by M.R.S.A. 29-A  § 2526.

Certification Requirements:
A.
Be a law enforcement officer certified by the Maine Criminal Justice Academy, and;

Complete a standardized field sobriety testing course (SFST) as approved by the Director of the Maine Criminal Justice Academy.

1.
This training must include Horizontal Gaze Nystagmus, Walk turn, and the One Leg Stand field sobriety tests,

2.
Be a minimum of 16 hours including two controlled drinking exercises, or their accepted equivalent.

3.
Students must pass the written test with an 80% score and demonstrate proficiency upon completion of the class, and;

4.
Must successfully complete a Drug Recognition Expert (Technician) (DRE) course as approved by the Director of the Maine Criminal Justice Academy.  The Drug Recognition Expert course contains three phases for completion:

a.
A minimum 16 hour DRE preliminary training course.

b.
A 56 hour DRE school taught by approved DRE instructors.

c.
Certification examination in the field under the supervision of DRE instructors.  At least two certified DRE instructors who have observed the candidates during the field certification process must verify that the student has met all the requirements of this certification.  Students must meet all the following standards in order to successfully complete this phase:

(1)
Subject Evaluations - Students must satisfactorily complete a minimum of twelve (12) drug evaluations;

(2)
encounter and identify subjects under the influence of at least three of the recognized drug categories;

(3)
personally administer at least six of these evaluations;

(4)
provide confirmatory forensic toxicological analysis results (FTA) from at least nine (9) of the subjects whom the candidate has examined for certification purposes;

(5)
support his opinion concerning the drug category or categories affecting the subject by confirming forensic toxicological analysis serenity-five (75%) of the time.  For purposes of this standard, a DRE's opinion is supported if the FTA discloses the presence of at least one (l) drug category named by the DRE.  In the event the DRE student concludes three (3) or more drugs are present, at least two (2) categories must be supported by FTA results;

5.
Students must successfully complete an approved "Certification Knowledge Examination" as administered and reviewed by at least one DRE Instructor, and

6.
Students must submit the required paperwork for certification, such paperwork includes:

a.
a resume which reflects the candidate's training and experience in drug recognition.  It will include a complete log of all evaluations in which the candidate has participated.

b.
FTA test results, evaluation logs, drug evaluation reports, and certification progress logs.

Drug Recognition Expert Certification Board
The Director of the Maine Criminal Justice Academy shall appoint members of a DRE Certification Board (DRECB) for the purpose of reviewing and making recommendations regarding DRE training and certification issues.  The board will include the State of Maine Drug Evaluation Classification Program Coordinator (DEC) and or an MCJA Staff representative, and no more than four Certified DRE’s at least two of which will hold DRE Instructor status.

Requirements for Certification:
B.
DRE Certification status remains active so long as the DRE meets the prescribed reporting and training requirements of the Academy Director.

1.
Those requirements include the maintenance and distribution to the State DEC Coordinator of the following records by the DRE:

a.
Copies of all drug evaluations

b.
Evaluation logs

c.
Resume

d.
Certification progress logs

e.
DRE Training Certificates

C.
DRE's shall be required to renew their certificates of continuing proficiency every two years.

1.
A one year grace period following the lapse of certification may be allowed for those not meeting recertification standards.

2.
During the grace period, the DRE may be recertified without having to repeat the original certification process.

D.
A DRE shall demonstrate continuing proficiency by:

1.
Performing a minimum of four (4) acceptable drug evaluations since the date of last certification,

a.
all of which shall be reviewed and approved by a certified DRE instructor.

b.
One (1) of which must be witnessed by a certified DRE Instructor.

c.
These evaluations may be performed on subjects suspected of drug impairment or during classroom simulations; and

2.
Completing a minimum, of eight (8) hours of recertification training as recommended and approved by the DRECB.

3.
Providing an updated resume and rolling log to the State DEC (Coordinator.

E.
The DRE Certification Board (DRECB) will meet as necessary to review the DRE's progress and certification status.  The DRECB will recommend certification and recertification for DREs who meet the requirements of this specification.

F.
A certified DRE instructor shall maintain instructor certification so long as DRE certification is maintained and the DRE Instructor requirements of the DRECB are met.
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       John B. Rogers, Director                          
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