22 State House Station, 18 Elkins Lane, HarlowdBod, Augusta, Maine 04333  htttp://www.maine/gloc

Wilkins Award Given to Baxter State Park director

The Maine Department of Conservation and the MaREE Foundation on Sept. 10 honored a professional
forest manager with more than 30 years of outstensiervice with the fifth annual Austin Wilkins fest

Stewardship Award.

Baldacci’s chief of staff.

of the working forest.

Jensen Bissell, director of Baxter State Park, gieesn the
prestigious award during a ceremony at the Blainadd for his
extraordinary work at the park’s Scientific Forb&tnagement Area
(SFMA). The award was presented by Jane Lincolw, Gohn E.

The Austin Wilkins Forest Stewardship Award is thajor
recognition for landowners and individuals who amstanding
examples of managing the working forest of Mainarirexemplary
and sustainable way. It is the only award thabgazes stewardship

Bissell receives his awe from Lincoln | In presenting the award, Lincoln said Bissell waimb

acknowledged for his “commitment to Gov. [PercivBdixter’s
ideals, his dedication to conserving this wondepfulk, and his excellence in the management cBEHMA.”

Bissell has been park manager at Baxter Statedfzo& 2005 and
previously was the park’s resource manager, rediglerfer the
29,000-acre SFMA. His responsibilities as resonne@ager included
application of silvicultural and ecological manage) harvesting,
interpretation and outreach, and road constructiémtenure from
1987 to 2005 as resource manager gave him the topjigrto
complete the first steps in the management of /A Those steps
included the primary framework of forest managenaamt the
installation of a primary access network on thesorrea.

Established in 2004, the Wilkins Award is nameeérafdr. Austin

Wilkins for his lifelong leadership as a stewardMdine’s forests.
The award recipient is chosen by the MDOC commiggiand the
Maine TREE Foundation.

For more information, go to:
http://www.mainetreefoundation.org/index.htm

(Left to right) Maine Forest Service Director Ale
Giffen, Maine TREE Foundation Executive
Director Sherry Huber, MDOC Commissioner
Patrick McGowan, Bissell and Lincoln after the

presentatiol
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Or http://www.baxterstateparkauthority.com/sciforestéx. html

Governor Announces $11.4 million in Federal RecovgrFunds for Wood Energy Projects

Gov. John E. Baldacci in August announced thaiMbime Forest Service will receive more than $11.4
million in federal recovery funds to convert atdea5 public buildings to wood or dual-fuel heatiige
funding, which totals $11,424,000 from the Ameriéinvestment and Recovery Act of 2009, will bedma
available through a competitive grant processltMalne communities, with a preference to rural,
economically depressed counties.

MFS officials expect to initiate requests for tlmmeersion project proposals by mid-
October.

The funding, which is coming from the USDA Forest\ice, State and Private Forestry
division, is expected to create about 200 jobsfand 15 conversion projects in such
buildings as schools, hospitals, and state, colmtg) and tribal government structures.

Through the fuel conversion process, the Recovetyfunding will create and support jobs among Igmh
solid wood-fuel professionals, contractors and eegiing firms. The use of the recovery funds aso i
expected to benefit loggers and other forest-prografessionals.

Maine’s forest industry has a significant impacttoa state’s economy. The Recovery Act fundingjzeeted
to promote wood-to-energy (biomass) activitieslso &elp achieve a national goal of healthy, sostae
forests.

The promotion of sustainable management of Mainestdand and the use of certified products wilkbg to
the funded projects, according to Maine ForestiSenfficials.

For more information, go tdittp://www.maine.gov/doc/mfs/arra/pages/fags.html

For a complete list of grants available throughMane Department of Conservation, go to:
http://maine.gov/doc/grants/index.shtmi

Offshore Wind Demonstration Siting Project Under Way

Dr. Bob Marvinney, Maine state geologist, is chajrthe task force that is working to find an offeho
demonstration site to test wind technology. Daihenid, director of the Bureau of Parks and Lands
Submerged Lands program is a member of the sakéot@e. Both are working with staff from othertsta
agencies and the University of Maine to meet a DBaleadline to identify at least one offshore isitstate
waters where industry might test wind technologyJuine 2009, the Maine Legislature unanimouslyquhas
bill, “An Act To Facilitate Testing and Demonstiaii of Renewable Ocean Energy Technology,” thainset
place the schedule and criteria for site selection.

The goal of this effort is to provide at least doeation in state waters, to 3 miles offshore, vettbe
university and industry can test the next genematiovind turbines — those that will float in deepter,
according to Marvinney. Wind in the Gulf of Maired substantial, renewable energy resource, wigngal
capacity measured in many gigawatts. Currentlygetigonly one full-scale test turbine in the woitdthe
North Sea, floating in deep water. If Maine canaat industry to our test locations, there malieg
opportunity later on to capture the jobs that wilime with commercial wind farms deployed farthdsldre
in the Gulf of Maine.



In July, the staff identified seven “planning a'ethat meet the basic requirements set forthatugt: within
state waters, with very good wind resource, hadiegp water greater than 60 meters for testingifigat
technology, and that avoid obvious obstructions hilavigational channels, shipwrecks, dump sites, et

In September, five public meetings were held fromchias
to Wells to get broader public input, concerns, emgthments
about the planning areas. These meetings prowideshlth
of information on the human uses and natural resoneeds
of the planning areas.

“In the next step, we will use information from theetings,
plus copious digital datasets to select severdl draas that
we think will minimize the impacts on human used tre
ecology of the ocean,” Marvinney said. “After vedease
the draft sites in mid-October, there will be anfiat 30-day
public comment period. When that period closeswille
use information from those comments to revise our
Potential Of-Shore Site demonstration areas for final release on Dec. 15.”

For more information, go to the “Testing Ocean ggén Maine” website:
http://www.maine.gov/doc/initiatives/oceanenerggacenergy.shtmi

Parks Boating Facilities Division Wins National Awad

The Boating Facilities Division of the Maine BureaiuParks and Lands has been awarded the top
prize for excellence from a national boating orgation.

The division has been named as the recipient obthte Boating Access Program Excellence Award
by the States Organization for Boating Access (SP@4ing its 2009 conference in September in
Corpus Christi, Texas. It is the first time that faine Boating Facilities Division has won the
national award.

The Boating Facilities Division was cited for it®kk to develop and improve 111 state-owned and
218 state-sponsored boating facilities.

SOBA, established in 1986, is a national,

non-profit organization dedicated to

improving access to waterways by promoting

the public acquisition, development and

maintenance of recreational boating facilities,
according to its website. Its members, who commfatl 50 states support and promote federal and
state programs that provide high-quality recreatidioating access to waterways in the U.S. and its
territories.

The program was cited for a number of reasonsydct) its partnering with the Maine Department
of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife to fund its acqti@ and development of another 96 recreational
boating access sites. Funds transferred the IFWsa® as a match for federal Sportfish Recreation
Fund grants for acquisition and development ofaational boating facilities.



Other factors cited in the recognition were there# made in strategic planning with other state
agencies and a citizen advisory panel in settilgiges for fund use. The first plan was estal#idh
in 1995 and now is in the process of being updated.

In addition, the division was cited for its workdontrol the spread of invasive aquatic plantscihi
can affect the quality of boating in Maine. The B@ision has worked with other state agencies to
establish siting criteria for new launch sites almagéreducing the risk of the spread of such plaats
milfoil.

This spring, the Boating Facilities Division annecad the establishment of an exciting web-based
search engine using Google Earth that allows useaascess information on all state-owned and
supported boat access sites in Maine. Informatioludes the type of boat launch site availables plu
coordinates and ownership information. The seang/ine also complies with the American with
Disabilities Act for access. The Google Earth sda be accessed at:
http://www.state.me.us/doc/parks/programs/boatimggte maps.html

This fall, the Boating Facilities Division is constting two new municipally owned, state-sponsored
public recreational boating facilities — one on 8teJohn River at Madawaska and a second one on
St. Froid Lake at Winterville. It also is renovaithree municipal boating facilities — one at
Megunticook Lake in Camden; at Webber Pond in assa; and on the Pennamaquan River at
Pembroke — as well as a MDOC-facility on Woodbuon at Litchfield.

In addition, the division has expanded its Navigaail Aids Program by marking boating hazards on
three additional lakes this year: Great Moose Latikdartland; Androscoggin Lake at Leeds and
Wayne; and Pushaw Pond at Orono. Navigationalailli®e installed at three more lakes each year
for the next several years.

Off Road Vehicle News

Trail work has been taking place on many of theadmpent trails throughout the state, according &

The 14-mile-long Whistle Stop Trail, from Jay torfeington, is under
construction at the Jay end. A total of 2.2 miteday are being re-
ditched, with new culverts installed, and resurfaagth gravel that will
make it better suited for pedestrian and bicyck Uikere already is
approximately 4.5 miles completed from West Farrtingo Wilton,
with parking areas in both towns. This is a heau#gd multi-use trail
with both motorized and non-motorized activitiestiWithe support of
the communities and businesses, this trail has adrige success,
ORV officials say.

This fall, work is under way in conjunction withetWhite Mountain
Aroostool Trail Ribbor-Cutting National Forest on maintenance of the snowmolslié from Evergreen
Valley to Crocker Pond. Three new bridges are bbirily, and trail
stabilization is being corrected, as well as muebeled signage installed. With the help of the Stame
Snowmobile Club, this will be a positive joint effoORV officials say.




Some of the past projects have proven to be vergyative to the local economy in the Bethel anddlbv
area. The wire bridge going over Wild River in @ileis a completed project for winter snowmobilimgl alog
sledding, as well as fall activities, including img and walking.

The Moose Alley Riders, the local ATV club in Biragh, received a Recreation Trails Program graniaand
ATV municipal grant to fix a trestle bridge in SaloThat project, which involved putting in new géng
timbers, decking and fencing, has been completedddlition, the division has a large project toordte
abutments on a trestle across the Aroostook Riv8tackholm.

A ribbon-cutting ceremony in August opened a nevitiruse trail in
Aroostook County. The new trail, which is aboutr@ites long and is
designed for ATVs and snowmobiles, connects Stttfggand Stockholm.

“This is a trail we have needed for many yearst allows a large loop and
also a much shorter connection between the Cafvesdue Isle area and
the valley,” according to Brian Bronson, Off Roadhitcle recreation
vehicle coordinator. The ORV Division of the BurezfuParks and Lands
invested more than $100,000 of ATV money and snolit@anoney in

this project, he said. Beaver Barrie in place

In other work this summer, the ORV Division installa new device called a

“Beaver Barrier” on the Four Seasons AdventurelTaaB1-mile-long, multi-use rail/trail from Newgdo
Dover-Foxcroft. The device helps control water lsev@eated by beaver activity. It is expected teegans of
thousands of dollars in repair to the trail causgdeaver.

MFS Assists Parks with Stream-crossing Repair; Open2 Miles of Atlantic Salmon Habitat

MFS Forester Keith Kanoti has been working closét BPL Engineer Stephen Richardson to replace a
problem stream crossing on the Katahdin Ironwoal{gtrail in Brownville Junction. The stream crasgihas
been a perennial problem, with an undersized culettrover from the days when the trail was a bbaitl,
leading to frequent washouts of the trail and inged barrier to fish passage.

The MFS identified the crossing as a barrier th dlaring a 2008 survey of stream crossings in tlte m
Penobscot watershed. The division obtained funttirrgplace the existing culvert from a NOAA gramt f
diadromous fish-passage restoration. The existiogsing was replaced with a 25 foot bridge.

The bridge, along with two bottomless arch culvartthe Pleasant River drainage, installed by Mi$ t
summer in cooperation with the Piscataquis Couniya®d Water Conservation District, will be used t
demonstrate techniques for ensuring fish passagadtstream crossings.

The MFS has been a leader in efforts to addresess®lated to fish passage at stream crossings by
inventorying crossings for fish-passage barrieosting workshops with numerous partners; and funttie
installation of demonstration arch culverts andigeis.

MFS Forester Honored for Outdoor Classroom Project
Maine Forest Service District Forester Dan Jacalsshieen given an award by
the Bird Farm Committee for outstanding service dedication to the Bird

Farm, which is a managed woodlot area at Houltajhtdchool.

Jacobs was heavily involved with the planning, ienpéntation and
construction of an outdoor cabin classroom at ittee fsinded in part by the

Outdoor Classroom at Bird Fa




MFS’s Project Canopy. The cabin project also wagpetted by a number of
community sponsors, including Ward Log Homes, Steek Industries, and the Maine
Tree Foundation.

Jacobs was honored in September, and the classat@agly in use by local teachers,
has been turned over to a very impressed SAD 2%o$tioard.

“This project has really become a focal point & Bird Farm, and it is well utilized by
students and teachers,” the forester reports. dikthat the school and committee
greatly appreciate MFS management allowing me totdetime to this project and the
grant assistance provided through Project Canopy.

Jacobs said that all the feedback on the projecbban positive, and he plans to “kick
Dan Jacok off some forestry lessons in our new outdoor ctassr.”

News from the MFS Bug Lab

The work of one MFS entomologist in ground-breakiegearch on determining possible infestation ky th
emerald ash borer (EAB) has gotten internatiortahtibn. MFS Entomologist Colleen Teerling workbist
summer on a biosurveillance project involving aveatvasp,Cerceris fumipennisyhich preys on the highly
destructive EAB, which has destroyed millions effs in the U.S. and Canada.

Her work has been reported by a number of newsargtions, including several Maine newspapers, the
Boston Globe, USA Today and the Canadian Broadea&orp.
Teerling plans to continue this work next year.

MFS entomologists have been working with the Md@epartment of
Agriculture to conduct an outreach and survey @ogfor Asian
longhorned beetle (ALB), an invasive insect alresgbponsible for the
destruction of more than 25,000 trees in Massadtsu$es past year,
according to MFS Entomologist Charlene Donahue. grogram has
focused on informing the general public about Al dilow to
recognize and report it, she said.

Teerling and young volunteer wasp-
watcher (Lewiston Sun Journal photo).

MFS entomologists also have been working with Maasdents

after a second destructive exotic pest of hemleckiongate hemlock scale -- has been found in the
Kennebunkport area, already facing an infestatfdmremlock wooly adelgid. The latest bug invadeoalan
be a threat to spruce and fir trees.

Allison Kanoti, MFS entomologist, has been doingveys of the affected neighborhood and treatmettief
infestation. The pest most likely arrived in Kenaekport with planted trees used in landscaping. N4FS
taking measures to contain the pest and keepnt fjfareading, according to Kanoti.

In other activity, the MFS assisted the Maine CefaeDisease Control this fall by trapping for magoes in
towns at risk for Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EfBgre other resources for trapping were not abvigla

For more information on these topics, go to:
http://www.maine.gov/doc/mfs/thm/pages/Helpfulwas@ercerisfumipennis.htm
http://www.maine.gov/agriculture/pi/pestsurvey/ s’ ALB.htm
http://www.maine.gov/doc/mfs/HemlockWoollyAdelgidn
http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/boh/ddc/epi/vector-boeeel/index.shtml




Senior Geologist joins 2009 Maine Youth Wilderneskeadership Program

Bob Johnston, senior geologist with the Maine Ggiclal Survey, led a group hike on Aug. 13-14 up ktou
Katahdin in Baxter State Park. The purpose of tke Was to show

10 Maine high school students the unique geolagatuires of the

Chimney Pond and Baxter Peak areas.

The students made up the first Maine Youth Wildesnecadership
Program, sponsored by the Friends of Baxter Statie R
competitive program involving high school studefinten across
Maine, the students spent a week in Baxter Parlk. @xperienced
wilderness leaders from the Chewonki Foundatiodegithe trip.

The hike began with two nights at South Branch Pamdithen to
Russell Pond, where they spent another two nigingsnm Russell
Pond Campground, the group walked to Roaring Brelogre they )
spent the last three nights. At each campgrouand, ppanagers and rangers, Up on Katahdi
naturalists, an artist, an American Indian stotgtebnd a geologist talked about the park, therenmental
responsibility of running a state park, and thetggof Governor Percival Baxter.

During the geology hike, the students examinedytheitic rocks that underlie the mountain, the e@fe¢hat
glaciers had on the mountain and the featuregd¢madin from the Ice Age. The 10-mile hike went up
Chimney Pond Trail to the Cathedral Trail to the

summit. The Saddle Trail was taken down to Chinfreyd on the return trip.

The tired group of hikers were to spend the follmyvilay at Katahdin Lake painting, swimming and eamg.
It was a fitting end to a great week in Baxter SRark.

District Forester Speaks to MOFGA Interns

MFS District Forester Morten Moesswilde recentlplepto a group of interns of the Maine Organic Femsn
and Gardeners Association (MOFGA) about woodlandagament.

The gathering of nearly 30 interns was held at Eiddalley Nature Center in Jefferson, which for gnan
years has had MOFGA interns assisting with forestdsimprovement practices, including pruning arel p
commercial thinning. The interns currently worloagianic farms throughout Maine.

Moesswilde emphasized that MFS district forestezsa@ailable for assistance on individual propertighe
scheduled one-hour field presentation stretchexdrietrly two hours of discussion as the interngéskany
guestions about aspects of managing woodlandsrasf@afarm operation.

Hidden Valley Nature Center provided an excellerhdnstration site with its 20-year-plus history of
exemplary forest management projects, many of whiske occurred in cooperation with MFS. The
enthusiastic response of these young people woikingral Maine economies bodes well for futuresfir
land-use decisions.

Agencies Provide Joint Training
The Maine Forest Service (MFS) and the federal fldhiResource Conservation Service (NRCS) collakdrat

in June and August to provide four joint forestiyameness training sessions for agency personiéhahias,
Augusta, Bangor and Presque Isle.



A total of 38 agency employees attended the sessiociuding 27
from NRCS, 10 from MFS and one from the Washingiaunty Soil
and Water Conservation District.

NRCS State Staff Forester Sally Butler took thel leéh assistance
from Andy Shultz, MFS landowner outreach foredt#.S district
foresters Steve MacDonald in Machias, Merle Ring) lsiort
Moesswilde in Augusta, Jim Ecker and Gordon MoarBangor, and
Dave Rochester and Dan Jacobs in Presque Isl¢oalkspart.

Group participants on a woodle tour. Participants were able to view woodlots, see prodeistands and
observe conservation efforts. They also learned toosstimate
standing timber volumes and proper pruning tectaggas well as withessed thinning and crop tremasel in
action.

Major Reuben Colburn House Season Ends on High Note

The recently renovated Major Reuben Colburn Hotleecolonial headquarters for Benedict Arnold drel t
Quebec Expedition, closed its season on a high aoterding to BPL Park
Historian Tom Desjardin.

The historic site closed on Friday and Saturdapt.$b-26, with visits by every
third, fourth and fifth-grader from Pittston and/eeal parties of adults.

“When we closed the house up on Saturday eveniag,ounted a total of 120
entries in the guest book for the summer (probedyyesenting about 450
visitors),” Desjardin reported. The number of \asi to the historic site is
increasing, he noted.

Colburn Hous

The raising of the Colburn barn for repairs is stthed to begin this month. The
development of a picnic area by the riverfront Wil finished this fall, using tables and picnicltdrs left
behind when MDOT closed two rest areas on |-95jdbém said.

New Signs at Popham

Four new interpretive panels have been delivereldeaa ready for
installation at Popham, the Colony site and FogHam. These
panels were financed by two supportive organizatitine Popham
400th Committee and Maine's First Ship. The panél$e very
helpful in informing visitors and orienting themhoth sites,
according to Park Historian Desjardin.

The two at the Colony site, designed by Maine’stFhip,

describe the founding of the Popham Colony in 1&0a sister

colony to Jamestown, Va. The panels describe hevedlony

was established as a commercial venture, and ihemsthat the

first ship built in Maine — The Virginia — was canscted. The ship
made several voyages between England and the Neld.Wo

Casemates at Fort Poph




The other two panels at Fort Popham were provigettié Popham 400Committee. One welcomes visitors
to the fort and gives a description. The secorgidinthe fort, describes the construction of tistirtitive
casemates, or arched rooms, used in fortificabke time.

The Bureau of Parks and Lands is very gratefuttfercontribution of these important panels, whié¢hadd
to the experience of visitors at both sites. Foreninformation, go to:
http://www.maine.gov/doc/parks/history/pophamcolony
http://www.mainesfirstship.org/index.htmi

Mark Your Calendar ...

The following events are coming up:

MGS geologists Stephen Dickson and Peter Slovihgkyed provide scientific
content and were filmed as part of the program|ltBug A Resilient Coast,” a
documentary put out by Maine and Oregon Sea Gragrams. It will be on MPBN
television stations, at 11 a.m., Saturday, Octltl@lso can be watched in short
segments via the web. For more information, visit:
http://www.seagrant.umaine.edu/extension/coastairsonity-resilience
http://www.mpbn.net/Television/MPBNCommunityFilredsid/1089/Default.aspx
http://www.mpbn.net/Television/TVSchedule/tabid/A2dfault.aspx

Two great guided foliage hikes are taking plac&anday, Oct. 11 — one starting at 1 p.m. at
Camden Hills State Park and the other at 2 p.fradbury Mountain State Park. Join a BPL
park ranger and a MFS forester for a great tolaihe’s spectacular foliage! You can
find links to great pictures of the previous tw&éds on our Facebook page. Get more
information at: http://take-it-outside.com/hike.shtml

The RiverWays Gala, a culmination of the RiverWfuys art exhibit and a celebration of the
Androscoggin Land Trust's 2tanniversary, will be held at 5 p.m. Friday, O@, at the

Hilton Garden Inn, Auburn Riverwatch, 14 Great Fdfiza, Auburn, ME. MDOC
Commissioner Patrick McGowan will be the featurpdaker during the harvest dinner, plus
there will be a live auction of RiverWays artworkdaa special item up for bid -- an inclusive
stay at a “Maine Hut,” provided by Maine Huts amdils. Tickets are $75 per person and are
available on line aftttp://www.laarts.orgor by contacting L/A Arts at 207-782-7228.

A day-long workshop for municipal officials, congation commissioners, foresters and
loggers, land trust members, and people interéstedmmunity forests will be held on Oct.
16 in Bangor and Oct. 23 in Bath. The workshops$mwit 8 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Each workshop
will focus on how community forests can be acqued managed to provide multiple
benefits to town residents. A field trip to an aceanmunity forest will be part of the agenda.
These workshops are sponsored by the Maine Asgwtisit Conservation Commissions,
Maine Forest Service and Community Forest CollabaaBecause of the highly interactive
nature of this event, participation is limited 1 [@eople at each location. The registration fee
is $30 for MEACC members, $35 for non-members. &egielectronically at
http:/Mww.meacc.net




It Could Be “Tic Tac ... Dough!”

When you purchase a Maine Outdoor Heritage Funéripscratch ticket, you are supporting Maine vifigd|
and conservation projects!

They might great little gifts, and it's not too sot think about holiday
stocking stuffers.

Only the MOHF lottery ticket helps fund projectsaar state to secure
Maine's outdoor heritage for future generations.riore information, go to:
http://www.maine.gov/ifw/grants/outdoorheritagefdnd

We're on Facebook, and we want YOU to join our fdrecause it helps keep you

informed about the MDOC and you can share whatlit@uabout Maine’s special

places! Find us heréttp://www.facebook.com/pages/Augusta-ME/Maine-
Department-of-Conservation/57426456796?ref=ts

For more information on the Maine Department of &€omation, check outhttp://maine.gov/doc
If you would like to get this newsletter, pleasedsan email toJeanne.curran@maine.gov
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