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€ Good Manners for Conservation

Obey “No Trespassing” signs. Ask owner’s permission.

Before picking or digging wild plants: J

- Use a camera. “It is better to take nothing but pictures and leave nothing but
footprints.”

- Ask vourself, “Do I really need this?”

- Identify the plants. Use this list with wild plant guides.

- Pick only common plants when and where generally abundant.

- Pick only what you need and can transport in good condition.

- Use clippers or knife when gathering flowers.

- After picking keep flowers or plants fresh and moist.

- Always leave more than enough blossoms to develop seeds for future plants.

- Before disturbing any plant consider its many values in nature. Is it a ground cover,
protecting against soil erosion? Does it provide food or cover for wildlife? What are
its relationships with nearby plants?

The greatest threat to our wild plants is destruction of habitat. When plants are about to be
destroyed by road construction or building development, a plant rescue operation may be tried.

- Secure permission of the owner.

- If possible transplant the threatened plants to a nature center, preserve, park, or
other protected area open to the public.

- Take plenty of soil to protect the roots.

- Try to plant in the same kind of setting, habitat, and soil type.

- It's best to transplant in early spring or after the seeds ripen.

€ Special Cautions

*  This plant has some rare or endangered members. Most of the rare kinds are confined to
special habitats and places few people go or are inconspicuous and seldom noticed.
Minimize the danger to all rare and endangered plants by avoiding any picking or
digging in these special habitats:

- Mountaintops and cliff faces and the steep rocky slopes below them
- Rocky ledges along rivers

- Bogs in late fall and early spring

- Lichen, moss, and liverwort covered rocks

A These plants marked should not be brought into the garden or helped to spread. They
are aggressive pests which may crowd out and replace native species.

#  These plants are being threatened by collection for holiday decoration and commercial use.

¥ Key to Habitats

F  Fields, roadsides, wastelands, cutover areas, disturbed areas

W Woodlands and edges of woods

A Wetlands and aquatic habitats

S Special habitats - bogs, mountaintops, cliffs, seashores, sand dunes, salt marshes






