
Litch field Sodalite Lo cal ity
Town:  Litch field, Kennebec County
Base map:  Pur ga tory 7.5’ quad ran gle
Con tour in ter val:  10 feet

Type of de posit:  Gla cially trans ported boul ders, eroded
from a lo cal neph el ine syenite in tru sion.

Col lect ing sta tus:  Be lieved to be open for col lect ing un less
oth er wise posted.  Area in cludes prop erty be long ing to sev eral
people.

Min er als ob served:  aegirine-augite, al bite, annite,
astrophyllite, “bi o tite”, cancrinite, chryso beryl, co run dum,
fluorapatite, “hydronephelite” (a mix ture of nat rol ite, gibbsite,
and dia spore), mag ne tite, neph el ine, sodalite, yel low-brown un -
known min eral around cancrinite, zircon.

Com ments:  This lo cal ity is best known for its sodalite and
cancrinite spec i mens (“litchfieldite” is a name ap plied to the
rock in which they oc cur).  The sodalite is blue and usu ally oc -
curs as small patches in the syenite, but larger masses (some with
rough crys tals of yel low cancrinite) are oc ca sion ally found.  Ex -
cep tional zir con crys tals to 1 inch in size have been col lected in

re cent years.  Di rec tions are given for one of the better col lect ing
sites, but coarse syenite boul ders are also found in the other ar eas 
shown on the lo ca tion map, as well as the vi cin ity of Spears Cor -
ner in West Gar di ner (just east of the map area).  There are very
few — if any — pres ently ex posed out crops of the neph el ine
syenite.  It is con cealed by gla cial sed i ments.  Barker (1965) re -
ported  am phi bole, mag ne tite, microcline, pyroxene, ti tan ite,
and other min er als in the various rock types comprising the
syenite body.

Di rec tions:  Driv ing:  From over pass where Rtes. 9-126 cross
Rte. I-95 in West Gar di ner, drive west 4.95 miles on Rtes. 9-126
to small stream on right.  (You will cross a pipe line right-of-way
at 4.55 miles from I-95.)  Park.

Walk ing:  Walk north, per pen dic u lar to road and keep ing to left
of small stream, for about 600 feet.  Syenite boul ders are found in 
this area, on side of low hill with pine trees.  Heavy ham mers will 
be use ful here.


