
Havey Quarry, Tren ton Quarry, Square Pit, Willes Quarry, Al ice Sta ples Quarry, 
and Fisher Quarry
Town:  Topsham, Sagadahoc County
Base map:  Bruns wick 7.5’ quad ran gle
Con tour in ter val:  10 feet

Havey Quarry

Type of de posit: Gran ite peg ma tite.

Col lect ing sta tus:  Open for non-com mer cial min eral col -
lect ing.  Per mis sion is gen er ally not re quired, though per sons
vis it ing these quar ries must as sume full re spon si bil ity for their
own safety.  Owner: Rich ard Car rier, Rte. 2, Box 2106,
Brunswick, ME  04011.

Min er als ob served: almandine (gar net), autun ite, beryl, bi -
o tite, grayite, microcline (feld spar), monazite-(Ce), mus co vite,
quartz, thoria nite, thorogummite (yel low crys tals to 2 mm, per -
haps the world’s best), xeno time-(Y), zir con (rare inter growths
with xenotime-(Y).

Di rec tions:  Driv ing:  From jct. of U. S. Rte. 201 and Rte. 24 in
Topsham, drive east, then north east, on Rte. 24 for 2.60 miles.
Turn left onto Cathance Road and pro ceed north 2.55 miles.
Turn left onto School Cross ing Road and drive west about 0.3
mile (keep ing to left).  The re cently ex ca vated dumps of the
Havey Quarry will be seen on the right.

Trenton Quarry (G. D. Willes Quarry, Con sol i -
dated No. 4 Quarry)

Type of de posit:  Gran ite peg ma tite.

Col lect ing sta tus:  In quire lo cally.  The col lect ing sta tus of
this quarry is not known, though there is much ev i dence of ATV
and snow mo bile traf fic in the area.
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Min er als ob served:  al bite, almandine (gar net), beryl, bi o -
tite, colum bite, elbaite (tour ma line:  green), microcline, mus co -
vite, quartz (milky, smoky).

Com ments:  This large feld spar quarry was opened in the
1800’s.  The Con sol i dated Feld spar Corp. worked the north end
in 1933-34, and Da vid Ponziana mined quartz and feld spar here
in 1945 (Shainin, 1948).  Cav i ties in the north ern part of the
quarry pro duced smoky quartz crys tals, su perb aqua ma rine and
golden beryl crys tals, and green tour ma lines (Bastin, 1911).  The 
quarry is now pri mar ily of his tor i cal in ter est, and vis i tors should
stay away from the high cliffs.  Many other small quar ries and
test pits oc cur nearby.  In ter state Route 95 cuts through the west -
ern part of this quarry com plex.

Di rec tions:  Driv ing:  From jct. of U. S. Rte. 201 and Rte. 24 in
Topsham, drive east, then north east, on Rte. 24 for 2.60 miles.
Turn left onto Cathance Road and pro ceed north 2.55 miles.
Turn left onto School Cross ing Road.  Small groups of ve hi cles
may park here, across from farm pro duce stand (check with
owner).  In di vid ual ve hi cles may be able to park at next jct.  (see
be low).

Walk ing:  Walk or drive 0.30 mi to woods road on left (op po site
Havey Quarry dump on right).  Park here, on left side of School
Cross ing Rd., just be fore en trance to woods road.  Do not block
lo cal drive ways!  Walk south west on woods road for about 3,300 
ft., keep ing to left (on prin ci pal road) along the way, un til reach -
ing ma jor jct. with an other quarry road.  Take sharp right turn
onto this road  and walk west 480 ft. (160 paces) to an other jct.
(Route I-95 is straight ahead).  Turn right (north) and walk across 
clear ing a short dis tance to quarry.

Square Pit

Type of de posit:  Gran ite peg ma tite.

Col lect ing sta tus:  Open for min eral col lect ing.  Per mis sion
is gen er ally not re quired, though per sons vis it ing this quarry
must as sume full re spon si bil ity for their own safety.  Owner:
Rich ard Car rier, Rte. 2, Box 2106, Bruns wick, ME  04011.

Min er als ob served:  al bite, almandine (gar net), beryl (aqua -
ma rine, golden), bi o tite, chal co py rite, elbaite (tour ma line)(?),
fluorapatite, microcline, mo lyb de nite, mus co vite, phenakite,
quartz (milky, smoky), schorl (tour ma line), torbernite, zircon.

Com ments:  This col lect ing site re places the nearby Fisher
Quarry, which is closed.  Well-formed almandine gar net crys tals 
oc cur here, though they are brit tle and dif fi cult to col lect in tact.
Much of the dump was re cently ex ca vated, ex pos ing a lot of
fresh ma te rial.  Be ware of wa ter-filled pit!  The long hike to this
quarry is not rec om mended for per sons in poor physical
condition.

Di rec tions:  Driv ing:  same as for Tren ton Quarry (see above).
Do not use the old ac cess route from Cathance Rd., be cause of
re cent home con struc tion in this area.

Walk ing:  Fol low woods road to jct. south east of Tren ton
Quarry.  Con tinue south east, cross ing power line, for about
2,010 ft (670 paces) to next ma jor road.  Take sharp right turn
onto this road and walk south west about 2,800 ft to the Square
Pit, which is first ma jor quarry and dump on right.

Willes Quarry and Al ice Sta ples Quarry

Type of de posit:  Gran ite peg ma tite.

Col lect ing Sta tus:  the Willes Quarry is leased, and the Sta -
ples Quarry is owned, by Gary Howard, Bath, ME
(207-443-6354).  Both sites are usu ally open for rec re ational
min eral col lect ing, but call ahead to be sure (es pe cially for group
trips).

Min er als ob served:  al bite, almandine (gar net), beryl, bi o -
tite, colum bite, microcline, mus co vite, and prob a bly other min -
er als.

Di rec tions:  Driv ing:  same as for Tren ton Quarry (see above).

Walk ing:  Fol low above di rec tions to the Square Pit.  Con tinue
south on mine road for about 400 ft to a fork.  From here, you can
ei ther bear right to the Willes Quarry and dumps on the west side
of the road, or keep left (on prin ci pal mine road) and go an other
400 ft to the Al ice Sta ples Quarry on the east side. 

Fisher Quarry

Type of de posit:  Gran ite peg ma tite.

Col lect ing sta tus:  owned by Gary Howard, Bath, ME
(207-443-6354).  Usu ally open for rec re ational min eral col lect -
ing, but call ahead to be sure (es pe cially for group trips).

Min er als ob served:  al bite, almandine (gar net), autun -
ite/meta-autun ite, bertrandite, beryl, beryllonite(?), bi o tite, bis -
muthi nite, bismutite, cas sit er ite, colum bite, cookeite, elbaite
(tour ma line), fluorapatite, gahnite, hydroxylherderite, le pido -
lite, microcline, microlite, montebrasite, mus co vite, quartz,
samarskite-(Y), sphalerite, stibiotantalite, to paz, uraninite, zir -
con.

Com ments:  A large pocket zone was dis cov ered in the quarry
floor by Benjamin Burbank in 1929.  Ex ca va tion of these pock -
ets cul mi nated with the Har vard Uni ver sity work in 1933, which
pro duced etched pale-blue to paz crys tals to 4x5 inches, su perb
hydroxylherderite crys tals up to 2 inches long, etched beryl frag -
ments, many small crys tals of green microlite and dark-blue
tour ma line, quartz crys tals, and other min er als.

Di rec tions:  Driv ing:  same as for Tren ton Quarry (see above).

Walk ing:  From the Al ice Sta ples Quarry (see above), con tinue
south on mine road for about 1500 ft.  There are sev eral quarry
pits in this area, but the Fisher Quarry is the last open ing on the
left be fore reach ing the Cathance River.


