
Deer Hill Am e thyst Lo cal ity
Town:  Stow, Ox ford County
Base map:  Cen ter Lovell 7.5’ quad ran gle
Con tour in ter val:  20 feet

Type of de posit:  Gran ite peg ma tite.

Col lect ing sta tus:  Lo cated in the White Moun tain Na tional
For est.  No per mis sion is needed to col lect min er als here.  How -
ever, col lect ing must be non com mer cial, done with hand tools,
and not in volve cut ting of trees or ex ces sive dis tur bance of the
area.

Min er als ob served:  al bite (in clud ing var. cleavelandite),
almandine (gar net), beryl, colum bite, kaolinite, microcline,
mus co vite, py rite, quartz (am e thyst, milky, smoky crys tals, in -
clud ing scep ter crystals).

Com ments:  Deer Hill has pro duced a large quan tity of am e -
thyst spec i mens, in clud ing some deep red dish-pur ple gem-qual -
ity am e thyst.  A pocket en coun tered at the quarry pit in 1956
yielded over 1,000 pounds of quartz crys tals (Shaub, 1958).

Con sid er able dig ging (or luck) is now re quired to find good
spec i mens on the dump, which has been ex ten sively dug over.
Milky quartz crys tals are fairly abun dant, and can be col lected by 
sifting through the debris.

Di rec tions:  Driv ing:  From jct. of U.S. Rte. 302 with Rte. 113
in Fryeburg vil lage, drive west and then north on Rte. 113 for
16.70 miles.  Turn right onto gravel road (note sign for
“Windagan” at jct).  Fol low this road gen er ally east ward for 1.35 
miles (cross ing the Cold River val ley and pass ing sev eral roads
to right and left).  Park on right at trail sign (“Deer Hill Spring -
0.7").

Al ter nate driv ing (from the east):  Start ing at Route 5 in North
Lovell, turn north west onto West Stoneham Rd., which leads to
Ev er green Val ley rec re ation area, and drive 1.90 miles.  Turn



right onto Ad ams Rd. and con tinue 1.85 miles to west side of Ev -
er green Val ley.  Turn left from paved road onto gravel road, and
go gen er ally west 4.60 miles to Deer Hill Spring trail on right.
Park here.

Walk ing:  Walk north 0.60 mile to trail jct. (note sign on tree to
right).  Trail to left goes to sum mit of Deer Hill.  Just past this
point, trail to right goes down hill 0.10 mile to Deer Hill Spring.
(Spring is very in ter est ing, with wa ter bub bling out of “quick -
sand” in pool).  Con tinue straight ahead on trail to quarry.  This
trail is a woods road at first, but then nar rows as it passes through
ev er green for est and crosses small streams.  Or ange blazes may
still be seen on trees along trail.  Ap prox i mately 0.50 mile from

trail jct., trail curves to left, be comes steeper, and con tin ues
through hard wood for est to the quarry, which is lo cated high on
east ern spur of Deer Hill.  Min eral spec i mens can be col lected
from quarry pit, from rub ble on steep slope be low quarry, or pos -
si bly found in nearby woods.

A new col lect ing area has been dis cov ered a short dis tance east
of here on the same hill side, and is said to be more eas ily ac ces si -
ble di rectly from the main road.  The park ing site for this area is a
road side turn out next to a prom i nent large boul der.  How ever,
col lect ing con di tions at the new lo cal ity have not been
field-checked by the authors. 


