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hydric soils map units. None-the-less, approximately 2.25 miles of potential
poorly and very poorly drained soils is a lot to cross. And, that is not counting
the wetland inclusions in the map units not listed as being hydric. I would like
to see the applicant only undertake construction on very poorly drained soils
in the winter when the soil is frozen. Driving over very poorly drained soils at
other times is very difficult and can be quite damaging. As for the poorly
drained soils, they should be only worked over when frozen or during the
driest months of the year (July, August or September). That is because they
typically dry up in the summer and have good bearing strength (and damage
to them is minimized). For small wet area crossings during the time of year
that groundwater is present in poorly drained soils, I suggest using slash to
provide bearing strength and to minimize damage to the wet area.

The applicant proposes to create sediment traps for dewatering excavations
made for poles. I suggest that the sediment traps be made by using staked hay
bales, erosion control mix berms or fabric socks.

I recommend that the applicant use erosion control mix instead of loam and
seed for permanent stabilization of disturbed areas along the transmission line.
It is a more natural material, immediately provides stabilization, minimizes
the potential for bringing in unwanted plant species and will encourage native
species to vegetate the area.

Is the applicant going to attempt restricting ATV use over those sections of
transmission line, which have poorly or very poorly drained soils? If not, are
crossings to be constructed for ATV use? ATV’s can cause much
environmental damage if allowed to travel along the transmission line over
poorly or very poorly drained soils. Snowmobile use of the transmission lines
should not be a problem as they travel over frozen and snow covered ground.





