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Augusta, Maine 04333-0111 
Phone:  287-4371     Fax: 287-4518 

Maine Juvenile Justice Advisory Group 
 

MINUTES 

June 22, 2011 

 

I. Roll Call: 

 

Present:  Mark Boger, Dalene Dutton, Jim Foss, Denise Giles, Jamie Johnson, 

Margaret Longsworth, Doug Patrick, Shelley Reed, Trish Shorey, Barry 

Stoodley, Paul Vestal and Patrick Walsh   

  

Absent:  Cathy McLoy Ashland, Richard Brown, Ned Chester, Abigail Comee-

McCourt, Nickole DeMerritt, Jacinda Goodwin, Charles LaVerdiere, Randall 

Liberty, Joan McDonald, Hannah McMullen, Jim Morse, Dan Nichols, Adam 

Royer, Jonathan Shapiro, and Christine Thibeault  

 

Staff:    Kathryn McGloin, Elaine Brann, Emma Burke 

 

Guests:  John E. Morris, Commissioner, Public Safety, George Shaler and Becky 

Noreus, Muskie School and Rory Mclaughlin, Intern, Broadreach Family & 

Community Services 

 

Paul Vestal, JJAG Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:10A.M, and welcomed the 

JJAG Members and guests.  Paul asked members to introduce themselves. 

 

II.  Minutes: 

 

The minutes for the April and May, 2011 JJAG meetings were approved with one 

correction on the April meeting minutes, on Page 2, letter to Paul from OJJDP should 

read letter to Paul from CJJ.  

 

Motion: To approve the April 27th and May 25th, 2011 Minutes  

Moved:  Dalene Dutton/Shelley Reed/2nd. 

Action:  Approved with one correction. 

 

III.  John Morris, Commissioner, Maine Department of Public Safety 

 

Paul welcomed and introduced Commissioner John E. Morris to the meeting.  

Commissioner Morris spoke about his background and his new role as Commissioner 

of Public Safety.  He talked about the role of the Department of Public Safety and 

listed the 9 Bureaus under his department.  Commissioner Morris also talked about his 

interest in the juvenile justice system and his belief in the need for all juveniles to be 

held more accountable.  He stated that juveniles who commit felonies should be 

identified at the age of 16 instead of 18.  Commissioner Morris then asked if any of 

the members had any questions. 

 

Members asked questions regarding legislation, budget cuts and how and if changes in 
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the retirement system would affect the troopers. 

   

Commissioner Morris mentioned that legislation was passed to add $700,000 to the 

Burn Fund to maintain the MDEA.  He also discussed some budget cuts and some of 

the Legislation that did not pass.  When asked what was the biggest challenge facing 

his department in the upcoming year, Commissioner Morris responded that the biggest 

challenge for his department for next year is drugs.  He went on to talk about many 

homes having prescription drugs, and many homes were being broken into by people 

looking for drugs.   Commissioner Morris stated that the new rules in the retirement 

system did not affect the State Troopers. 

 

IV.  Chair Report, Paul Vestal:   
 

Paul stated that he did not have too much to report on but asked Barry to present 

his proposal for the Karen Williams Adolescent Brain Training which was 

coming up in July in Portland and Bangor.  Barry discussed the success of the 

training program and stated this training was very beneficial to many people.  

Barry requested that an additional $2,200 was needed for an extra day or two for 

training expenses.  Travel is paid for.   

 

Motion: That we fund the July training with Karen Williams in the Amount of $2,200.    

Moved:  Margaret Longsworth/Shelley Reed/2nd. 

Action:  Approved  

 

V.   Follow-up on Action Steps from Last Meeting: 

 

JJAG Members were given Focus Groups questions for the next JJAG Meeting 

which will be held at Long Creek in September.  There was a discussion on 

some of the recommended changes.  Members also discussed having separate 

focus groups for boys, staff and that a girls group be added.     

 

Title V 2011 application ($50,000) is due on July 5
th

.  Discussion on where the 

2011 funding should go.  Should we continue with CPS or not.  Kathryn stated 

that 9 schools are up and running in all parts of the State.  Schools are very 

happy with the Ross Green program. 

 

2010 Title II award is $600,000. This funding will support our four program 

areas, the SAG account, Administration and the Compliance Monitor work.   

 

VI.  Juvenile Justice Specialist: 

 

Kathryn stated that the interviews for the Compliance Monitor position were 

held and seven people were interviewed for that position.  The search committee 

has narrowed it down to two people who will be interviewed on June 28
th

. 

 

Emma Burke gave a slide show presentation regarding statistical information on 
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minorities through certain regions of the State.   

 

Members were given copies of what next year’s Annual Report might look like.  

One suggestion was made that maybe we could video tape the Annual Report 

and put it on the web.  Hard copies would go to the Governor’s Office and the 

Legislature.  Many agreed that this might be a good idea.  Kathryn will look into 

this option. 

 

VII.   Disproportionate Minority Contact Report 2009 Data, Trends: 
 

Becky Noreus and George Shaler from the Muskie School presented a slide 

show and handed out information regarding disproportionate minority contacts 

in Maine.   

 

VIII.   Adjourn: 
 

The meeting adjourned at 12:00 Noon. 

 
  

The next meeting will be held on September 28, 2011 at Long Creek Youth Development Center, 

Staff & Youth Focus Groups.   

 


