

MAPA-3
STATE OF MAINE
DEPARTMENT OF THE SECRETARY OF STATE
Notice of Agency Rulemaking Proposal

[bookmark: _Hlk213059876]AGENCY NAME: Workers’ Compensation Board
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: Chapter 1 Payment or Denial of Benefits, Chapter 2 Section 213 Compensation for Partial Incapacity, Chapter 3 Form Filing, Chapter 4 Independent Medical Examiner, Chapter 8 Procedures for Payment, Chapter 11 Mediation, Chapter 12 Formal Hearings, Chapter 13 Rules of Appellate Division, Chapter 15 Penalties, Chapter 17 Expenses and Fees, Chapter 20 Electronic Data Interchange (EDI)
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: [Leave Blank - Assigned by the Department of the Secretary of State]
[bookmark: _Hlk213059453]BRIEF SUMMARY: Chapter 1 – Clarify procedure for lowering estimated average weekly wages and including specific effective date in Section 10.  Chapter 2 – Clarify procedure for petitions requesting extension of benefits due to extreme financial hardship.  Chapter 3 – Forms must be filed via Electronic Data Interchange (EDI), by paper, or other electronic means.  EDI requirements are moved to a new Chapter 20 and paper and other methods are consolidated in this chapter.  Chapter 4 – Clarify eligibility requirements for Independent Medical Examiners (IMEs) and to increase fees which were last adjusted approximately 15 years ago.  Chapter 8 – Filing requirements are consolidated in Chapters 3 and 20 and eliminates form WCB-4A.  Chapter 11 – Allow a designee of the Executive Director to rule on requests to change venue and clarify when and how petitions can be remanded from hearing back to mediation.  Chapter 12 – to streamline the formal hearing process.  Chapter 13 – to streamline the appeals process by allowing pleadings and documents to be filed electronically.  Chapter 15 – to clarify procedures related to the filing, hearing, and deciding of penalty petitions.  Chapter 17 – to update outdated expense reimbursement rates.  Chapter 20 – to consolidate requirements for filings using Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) into a separate rule.
PUBLIC HEARING (include day, date, time, and location): Friday, October 9, 2026, 10:00 Augusta Central Office, 442 Civic Center Drive, Augusta and via Teams:  
  
COMMENT DEADLINE (include day, date, and time): Monday, October 19, 2026, 4:00 PM
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING (include name; mailing address; telephone number; fax number; TTY (teletypewriter) number; and email address): 
Richard Hewes, 27 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333, 207-287-7107, 207-287-7198, TTY 711, Richard.hewes@maine.gov
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different): Click or tap here to enter text.
[bookmark: _Hlk213059925]FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): None
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 39-A MRSA §152(2), §303, §213, §205, §212, §201, §301, §312, §153, §315, §318, §321-A, §313, §324(2), §324(3), §359(2), §360(2), §206, §152(2-A), 
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): Click or tap here to enter text.
AGENCY WEBSITE: www.maine.gov/wcb
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: Richard.hewes@maine.gov


Choose one of the following: The summary provided above is for publication in both the newspaper and website notices. 







Additional Information for the Web Notice (If Applicable)

DETAILED SUMMARY:

Click or tap here to enter text.
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