
 
 

STATEWIDE COORDINATING COUNCIL FOR PUBLIC HEALTH 
MARCH 19, 2015 

 

AGENDA 
 

11:00-2:00 PM (please feel free to bring your lunch) 
Room 209, 2nd floor, Augusta Armory, 179 Western Avenue 

 
11:00 Welcome, Review Agenda (Ken Albert and Shawn Yardley) 
 
11:05 Introductions 
 
11:15 Review Minutes/Evaluation Results from September 18, 2014 Meeting (Ken Albert)  
 
11:25 Accreditation Update (Kate Marone) 
 
11:45 District Highlights 

 
12:00 Break 

 
12:15 Legislative Update (Tina Pettengill, Becky Smith, Kate Dufour) 
 
  1:30 SHNAPP Progress (Jayne Harper, Nancy Birkhimer) 
 
  1:55 Next Steps 
 
  2:00 Adjourn 
 
 

 

Purpose of the SCC 
 

The Statewide Coordinating Council for Public Health, established under Title 5, section 12004-G, subsection 14-G, is a representative 
statewide body of public health stakeholders for collaborative public health planning and coordination. The Statewide Coordinating Council 
for Public Health shall: 
 

∗ Participate as appropriate to help ensure the state public health system is ready and maintained for accreditation; 
∗ Assist the Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention in planning for the essential public health services and resources to be 

provided in each district and across the State in the most efficient, effective and evidence-based manner possible. 
 

 

 



 
 

 
Statewide Coordinating Council for Public Health 
Meeting Minutes for March 19, 2015 11:00 am to 2:30 pm 

Augusta Armory, Room 209, 179 Western Avenue, Augusta, ME 
 

In attendance: 
 
Members 
Kenneth Albert, Jay Bradshaw, Andy Coburn, Kristen Dow, Nancy Dube, Kate Dufour, Joanne 
Joy, Joel Kase (via Adobe), Betsy Kelly, Lorrie Marquis, Robin Mayo, Doug Michael, Geoff Miller, 
Bill Primmerman, Connie Putnam, Kristi Ricker, Toho Soma, Martha Webster (via Adobe), 
Shawn Yardley, Cheryl Zwingman-Bagley (via Adobe) 
 
Others 
Al May, Kate Perkins, Stacy Boucher, Adam Hartwig, Jamie Paul, Jessica Fogg, Patty Duguay, 
Nancy Birkhimer, Jayne Harper, Carrie McFadden, Lori Wolanski, Jamie Comstock, James 
Markiewicz, Sheila Pinette, Paula Thomson, Becca Matusovich, Chris Pezzullo, Deb Wigand, 
Jason Shedlock (via Adobe), Eric Sawyer (via Adobe), Raya Kouletsis, Chris Lyman, Peter 
Michaud 
 
SCC Meeting Convenes.  Shawn Yardley and Ken Albert brought the meeting to order and 
reviewed the Agenda, followed by introduction of meeting attendees. 
 
Ken Albert reviewed his goals for the Maine CDC: 
 
• Build on public faith and shine the light on Maine CDC 
• Address Public Health Nursing vacancies 
• Health and Environmental Testing Laboratory 
 Address vacancies 
 Create a global plan 
 Address problems with physical plant 

• Filling the State Epidemiologist position (currently covered by Dr. Pinette and a contract 
with Intermed) 

• Reorganization – centralization of functions 
 Chief Compliance Officer 
 QA/QI Office 
 Financial Operations 
 Grant/Contract Management 
 Accreditation 
 Legal/Policy Analysts for Rulemaking 

 



 
 
• Strategic Planning/mapping for the next 24 months using principles from the 10 essential 

public health services 
• FHM and its effects on HMPs 
• Exploring diversity – supporting the districts and enhancing service delivery 
• Building relationships between districts and communities 
 
Shawn Yardley: 
 
• The Executive Committee had an extended meeting in January for strategic planning. 

Moving forward, there is another retreat scheduled in early May. 
• Review membership of the Executive Committee, there are members whose term will 

expire this year. Nominations will be accepted at the June meeting and voted on at the 
September meeting. 

 
Doug Michael - During the strategic planning process, we should align the SCC with the strategic 
issues that the Maine CDC is facing. 
 
Review of Minutes/Evaluation Results from December 18, 2014 Meeting.  Minutes were 
accepted. 
 
Accreditation Update. Nancy Birkhimer provided a brief update on accreditation. Still gathering 
documents to upload to PHAB (40% completed) and accelerating the process as much as 
possible. Maine CDC is looking for a site visit next year. 
 
Toho Soma - The Portland Public Health Division’s site visit went well. They had a great session 
on community partners. The PHAB report is expected by April 1st and a determination made by 
May. The accreditation will be good for 5 years. No surprises at the visit. 
 
District Updates. Please refer to handouts. 
 
SCC Annual Report to the Legislature. Shawn was allowed 30 minutes to present the report 
and answer questions from the Health and Human Services Committee. The Committee was 
interested in senior issues/aging in place and is looking to the SCC to weigh in. 
 
Legislative Update. Please refer to handouts. 
 
Kate Dufour - The current budget proposal is about revenue-sharing. Currently, 5% of income 
and sales tax goes to municipalities. Municipalities contribute many services on behalf of State 
government. Revenue sharing will be eliminated in 2016 and requests from municipalities will 
be much harder to fill. Revenue sharing is important to everyone. 
 
Doug Michael - Many SCC members sat at the Public Health Workgroup to address the lack of 
local community-based public health infrastructure in Maine. Money from the FHM was 
leveraged ($3 for every $1 received) – how do we keep the heat on community health 
improvement? What is the platform for partnerships other than the SCC. 



 
Andy Coburn - It’s distressing that public health and its functions are always on the radar screen 
when they’re not understood. Local public health infrastructure and health care are just 
starting to work hand-in-hand. 
 
Joanne Joy - No capacity to attract funding without a public health infrastructure. The capacity 
to attract funding would not happen without the HMP structure. 
 
Kristi Ricker – If the budget passes as is, the entire Tribal public health district will cease to exist. 
Because the district is new, they haven’t leveraged any other funding. 
 
Tina Pettengill – Budget cuts would cut 70% of the funding for school based health centers. Can 
the SCC make a statement/resolution to oppose cuts or support a tobacco tax? 
 
Ken Albert – Appreciates the process, but can’t participate in discussions. However, can deliver 
the message. 
 
Andy Coburn – Need to advocate for an SCC that can advise. 
 
A vote was taken and a motion passed to create a subcommittee to draft a statement to 
oppose budget cuts, including cutting many federally funded vacant positions at the Maine 
CDC. 
 
SHNAPP Progress. Please refer to handouts. 
 
Adjourn. Meeting adjourned at 2:00 PM 
 
Next Meeting:  June 18, 2015 from11:00 AM 2:00 PM, Room 209, Augusta Armory 
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