
Statewide Coordinating Council (SCC) for Public Health 

Meeting Package 



 
 

 

STATEWIDE COORDINATING COUNCIL FOR PUBLIC HEALTH 

QUARTERLY MEETING AGENDA 
September 19, 2013, 11:00-3:00 PM (please feel free to bring your lunch) 

Augusta Armory, 179 Western Avenue, Second Floor 
 

S C C   P u r p o s e  
The Statewide Coordinating Council for Public Health, established under Title 5, section 12004-G, subsection 14-G, is a 

representative statewide body of public health stakeholders for collaborative public health planning and coordination. 
 

The Statewide Coordinating Council for Public Health shall: 

 Participate as appropriate to help ensure the state public health system is ready and maintained for accreditation; 

 Assist the Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention in planning for the essential public health services and resources 

to be provided in each district and across the State in the most efficient, effective and evidence-based manner possible. 

 

 

11:00 SCC meeting convenes:  Welcome, review agenda (Shawn Yardley) 

 

11:15 Review minutes and evaluation results from the June 27, 2013 meeting (Shawn Yardley) 

  

11:30 Maine Public Health Association (Tina Pettengil, MPHA/ Becky Smith, AHA) 

 

11:50 CHNA (Nancy Birkhimer, Jerry Whalen, Andy Coburn) 

 

12:10 State Integration Project - Cross Jurisdictional/Accreditation (Shane Gallagher/Kate Marone) 

 

12:30     September 2013 Election Management (Shawn Yardley) 
 Chair 

 Vice Chair 

 Executive Committee Seat 

 Former Chair- Executive Committee Seat 
  

 

12:45    Break      
 

1:00    MeHAF – Health Insurance Marketplace/Enrollment (Caroline Zimmerman, MeHAF/Jessa Barnard, MMA) 

 

1:30    District Updates 

 

2:15    Evaluations, Next Steps 

 

2:30    Q&A 

 

Adjourn 



 

 

 
Statewide Coordinating Council for Public Health 

Meeting Minutes for September 19, 2013 11:00 am to 3:00 pm 
Augusta Armory, Room 209, 179 Western Avenue, Augusta, ME  

 
In attendance: 
Members 
Andy Coburn, Jim Davis, Kate Dufour, Kristen Dow, Betsy Kelley, Jessica Loney, Geoff Miller, 
Lorrie Marquis‐Potvin, Bill Primmerman, Connie Putnam, Martha Webster, Jerry Whalen, Peter 
Crichton and Shawn Yardley 
 
Others 
Jessica Sweeney, Jamie Paul, Jamie Comstock, Adam Hartwig, Becca Matusovich, Carrie 
McFadden, Jessica Fogg, Kate Marone, Nancy Kelleher, Nancy Birkhimer, Paula Thomson, Al 
May, Morgan Hynd, Susan Kring, Jessa Barnard, Stacy Boucher, Kate Perkins, Caroline 
Zimmerman, Judy Johnson, Jean Zimmerman, and Shane Gallagher 
 
SCC Meeting Convenes.  Shawn Yardley brought the meeting to order and reviewed the Agenda 
(adding the CTG Update), followed by introductions of meeting attendees. 
 
Review of Minutes.  Minutes from the June 27, 2013 meeting were accepted as written.  
 
Evaluations.  Shawn Yardley encouraged everyone to complete the meeting evaluation before 
leaving. Feedback on evaluations helps to form the agenda for future meetings. 
 
Maine Public Health Association Update. (Presentation handout available upon request.) 
 
Tina Pettengil, MPHA and Becky Smith, American Heart Association, provided a brief review of 
what MPHA does and upcoming events: 
 

• 10/21/13 – Advocacy Afternoon – tour of the State House, Committee rooms, panel of 
legislators providing their prospective on advocacy and how they like to be 
communicated with. Free, but registration is required. 

• 10/22/13 – MPHA Fall Conference at the Augusta Civic Center 
 

MPHA advocates and lobbies for member organizations, and develops resource materials, 
webinars and fact sheets on legislative bills and other topics of interest. 
 
They recapped some of the work done during the 1st session of the Legislature and highlighted 
some of the priority issues to be addressed in the 2nd session. 
 
 



 

 

CHNA 
 
Nancy Birkhimer and Jerry Whalen provided an update on the Community Health Needs 
Assessment and what the next steps are. 
 
A survey was completed over the summer related to community engagement and how partners 
would like to see that happen. 148 responses were received and 96.2% thought the survey was 
“very important”. Survey participants were from District Coordinating Councils, the SCC, HMPs, 
hospitals and FQHCs, along with others. Responses were very positive. 
 
Goal: In 2015, they will be doing the next data collection analysis and needs assessment. In 
2016, they will be finalizing improvement plans and implementation strategies. Then they will 
be on a 3‐year cycle to repeat. 
 
Jerry recognized Nancy Birkhimer as “the hero of this process”. 
 
State Integration Project – Cross Jurisdictional/Accreditation. (Presentation handout available 
upon request.) 
 
Shane Gallagher, Portland Public Health Division, provided an update on the Cross Jurisdictional 
Sharing Grant. The $125,000 2‐year grant was received from RWJ Foundation in January of 
2013, to look at how public health services are provided in Cumberland County and where the 
gaps are. A group of approximately 20 stakeholders was formed to do a gap analysis identifying 
some of the areas where they’re not performing well. 
 
Shane also gave an update on Portland Public Health’s accreditation status. PPH is a little 
further along in the process and is now selecting the documents to be submitted to PHAB. They 
are planning to submit the documents by June of 2014. 
 
Kate Marone provided a refresher on the public health accreditation process and a status 
update for the Maine CDC. Maine CDC is still in the application process, gathering and preparing 
final documents. The application will be submitted in January of 2014. Approximately 30 staff 
are participating in the process. 
 
Election Process for the SCC Executive Committee 
 
Nominees were: Shawn Yardley for Chair, Geoff Miller for Vice Chair, and Lorrie Marquis Potvin 
for the Executive Committee. 
 
Voting members of the SCC submitted their ballots: 17 votes were received – Shawn Yardley, 
Geoff Miller and Lorrie Marquis Potvin were voted in by the majority of the members. 
 
MeHAF – Health Insurance Marketplace/Enrollment 
 
Caroline Zimmerman from Maine Health Access Foundation and Jessa Barnard from Maine 
Medical Association presented on the Health Insurance Marketplace. Open enrollment for The 
Marketplace will begin on October 1, 2013. 



 

 

Some highlights of the Marketplace: 
 

• For those applying in October, coverage will begin on January 1, 2014. 
• People with Medicare do not need to access any plans in the Marketplace – their 

coverage remains the same. 
• There are separate plans for individuals and small businesses. 
• Every state will have a marketplace; Maine will be federally facilitated and run. 
• The Marketplace is available through the web portal and a 24/7 telephone hotline. 
• Help in paying for the insurance will be provided on a sliding scale to those within 100‐

400% of the federal poverty level. 
• All plans must cover 10 mandatory categories including maternity, prescription drugs, 

emergency care and ambulatory services. 
 
CTG Update – Please refer to handout.  
 
Shawn Yardley presented an update on the Community Transformation Grant. 
 
District Updates ‐ Please refer to handouts. 
 
Adjourn ‐    Meeting adjourned at 2:45 PM 
 
Next meeting:  December 19, 2013 from11:00 AM 3:00 PM, Room 209, Augusta Armory 



SCC September 19, 2013 Evaluation Summary 
 15 Evaluations were completed and submitted. 

 Overall the agenda with a mix of information, presentations, and interactive engagement worked well. 

 Improvements suggested were related to use of time; handouts when there are presentations.  Also there is a need to make 
entry or re-entry to the building possible once the meeting started. 

 5 participants report being very engaged, while 9 were somewhat engaged and 1 was not engaged. 

 There are many topics the people are interested in hearing more about. 

Member/participati
on status 

What worked well for you at today’s 
meeting? 

What could be improved? 

Did you feel engaged in 
discussions and 

presentations? In what 
ways? 

What topics/content would you like 
to discuss at upcoming SCC 

Meetings? 

 
7 SCC Members 

 Agenda good 

 Information helpful 

 Presenters knowledgeable 

 Timely agenda 

 Great presentations 

 Process and time on task with agenda 

 Having technical assistance for 
technology at meeting 

 Elaine was well organized 

 Good review of MPHA, statewide 
CHNA/SHNAPP, Health Insurance 
Marketplace 

 Keep people to allotted 
time on agenda 

 Presentation about 
Portland Public Health’s 
efforts too long 

 Downeast District report 
too long 

 Encourage presenters to 
not read PowerPoints if 
provided to attendees – 
would save time and keep 
agenda on track 

 Length 

 More real discussion about 
SHIP plan and process 

 CHNA presenter good, but 
not in position to influence 

 If it’s a lunch meeting, need 
time to eat and not eat and 
work – give it at least 20 
minutes 

 Too many talking heads 

 Accreditation not relevant 
and way too long 

4 Very engaged 

 Evaluation 

 Plenty of 
opportunity to ask 
questions and 
engage in topic 
discussion 

 Q&A are invited 

 Mix of disciplines 
in the room 
 

2 Somewhat engaged 
 

1 Not engaged 

 Too many 
presentations 

 Accreditation not 
of interest; too 
long; too much 
detail for those 
never going 
through PH 
accreditation 

 Presentation on roles of District 
Liaisons in the districts 

 Information on topics of concern 
such as EEE, WNV 

 More emphasis on substance 
abuse, mental health 

 Final plans for SHNAPP – 2014, 
2016 

 Environmental topics 

 Hanley Workforce Development 
Project 

 In-depth presentation on one of 
the ACE team projects and 
progress 

 The well water initiative that Al 
May spoke of 

 State-district-CTG-HMP and 
federal work plans cross walk 
for comprehensive state plan 

1 Key 
Stakeholder 

 Air conditioning was on upon arrival  Why wasn’t anyone in 
Maine CDC senior 
management present? 

1 Somewhat engaged 

 Adequate time for 
Q&A 

 Relevant topics 

 

  



Member/participati
on status 

What worked well for you at today’s 
meeting? 

What could be improved? 

Did you feel engaged in 
discussions and 

presentations? In what 
ways? 

What topics/content would you like 
to discuss at upcoming SCC 

Meetings? 

7 Interested 
Parties 

 Agenda content; well-spaced, keeping 
time limits to each topic 

 Information delivered clearly 

 Location 

 MeHAF info 

 CDC update (even long) 

 MPHA presentation 

 Health Insurance Marketplace 
presentation great and timely 

 Presentations on important topics 
(shared needs assessments, SHIP, 
MPHA, ACA, accreditation – all 
provided really good information and 
Q&A felt valuable each time 

 District updates felt more interesting 
and allowed a little more interaction 
than usual 

 Overall meeting structure/flow of 
meeting 

 Time management of 
speakers 

 Shortening up 
presentations (or fewer) – 
feels rushed 

 Incorporate 
stretch/movement time – 
long time to be sitting 

 CTG update didn’t feel as 
important – felt like stuff 
most people already knew 

 Small group discussions on 
a topic or key issues was 
done at one time – maybe 
we are no longer thinking 
this way, but it can improve 
engagement 

 Having a final agenda that 
doesn’t change the day 
before/of the meeting 

 Copies of all 
documents/presentations 

 Correct directions to 
location, including the room 
# and coordination with 
facility (side doors were 
locked) 

 
1 Very engaged 
 
6 Somewhat engaged 

 Good info, but 4 
hours is a long 
time to be mostly 
sitting/listening 

 It was hard to see 
the presentations; 
handouts may 
have helped 

 Content was 
informative 

 Not an engaged 
type of day 

 More on SHIP and shared 
needs assessment and on 
health insurance involvement – 
progress and challenges 

 Focus on environmental health 
and role of LHOs in the public 
health system – are there ways 
we should be working on 
improving this part of the 
system? 

 Have a Maine CDC program or 
partner organization present on 
a disease/condition and what 
the objectives are for the state. 
This may be good information to 
share – eg. diabetes, oral 
health, asthma, etc. 

 Lyme Disease 

 



Tina Harnett Pettingill, MPH 
 

MPHA 
 

Becky Smith,  
 

American Heart Association 



 

 MPHA events, resources & priorities 

 

 MPHA General Public Health Agenda 
 

 Obesity Prevention & Control 
 

 Tobacco Prevention & Control 
 

 Fund for a Healthy Maine 
 



 Monday, October 21st 2013 ~ Noon to 4:30 

 Tour of the State House  

 Legislative Summary of the 2013 Session  

 Lobbying vs. Advocacy  

 Maine State Legislature Overview  

 Networking Break 

 Voices and Insights From Grassroots Advocates 

 Policy Makers  Panel 

 Senator Tom Saviello (R, District 18) 
Senator Colleen Lachowicz (D, District 25) 
Representative Jane Pringle, M.D. (D, Windham) 
Representative Amy Volk (R, Scarborough) 

 Brief wrap-up and evaluation 

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?
oeidk=a07e861d87l3db63a42  

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07e861d87l3db63a42
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07e861d87l3db63a42


http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07e7

m9zek3622e58b6  

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07e7m9zek3622e58b6
http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07e7m9zek3622e58b6








• MPHA Policy: www.mainepublichealth.org/policy.php  
 
 

• Tobacco: www.mainepublichealth.org/tobacco.php  
 
 

• Obesity: www.mainepublichealth.org/obesity.php  
 
 

• Fund for a Healthy Maine materials available at 
www.slideshare.net/hppofme  
 

• Facebook:   www.facebook/MPHA  
 

 

http://www.mainepublichealth.org/policy.php
http://www.mainepublichealth.org/tobacco.php
http://www.mainepublichealth.org/obesity.php
http://www.slideshare.net/hppofme
http://www.facebook/MPHA


 MPHA’s support or opposition to policy initiatives are 
always evidence-based. 
 

 MPHA takes our capacity into consideration when 
developing our Legislative agenda and does not 
duplicate the efforts of others. 
 

 Most of our financial resources are in the areas of 
tobacco, obesity and protecting the FHM. 
 

 Committee members weigh in on many other public 
health initiatives. 



   LD 68: An Act To Prohibit the Use of a Handheld Mobile Telephone                               
 while Operating a Motor Vehicle.  Support 

 Status: Dead 
 

LD 230: An Act To Establish the Commission on Health Care Cost 
 and Quality.  Support 
 Status: Carried Over 
 

LD 846: An Act To Improve and Modernize the Authority of Local
 Health Officers.  Oppose 
 Status:  Dead 

 

LD 272: An Act To Reduce Youth Cancer Risk.  Support 
 Status:  Vetoed then Dead 
 

LD 1229: An Act to Regulate and Tax Marijuana.  Oppose 
 Status: Dead  



 

LD 575: An Act To Amend the Laws Relating to Radon Testing.  Opposed 
 Status:  Dead 

 
LD 997 & 1240 Gun Control Bills.  Opposed both 
 Status:  Both Dead 

 
LD 597 An Act to Inform Persons of the Options for the Treatment of 
 Lyme Disease.  Oppose 
 Status: Signed into law 

 

LD 760 An Act Regarding Informed Consent for an Abortion  
LD 1339 An Act to Strengthen the Consent Laws for Abortions 
 Performed on Minors and Incapacitated Persons  
LD 1193 An Act to Allow a Wrongful Death Cause of Action for the 
 Death of an Unborn Child 
 Oppose all 
 Status:  Dead 
 
 
 



LD 1160:  An Act to Reduce Obesity in School Aged Children. 

 Support 

 Status:  Dead 

 

LD 777: An Act to Protect Working Mothers Who Breastfeed.  
Support 
Status: Vetoed then Dead 

 

 

 



LD 22: An Act To Promote Equity in Business Opportunity for Tobacco 
 Specialty Stores.  Oppose 

  Status:  Dead 

 

LD 386: An Act To Reduce Tobacco-related Illness and Lower Health 
 Care Costs in MaineCare (EMERGENCY).  Support 
 Status:  On Governor’s Desk 

 

LD 212: An Act To Provide a Tax Exemption for Tobacco Sold to an 
 Adult Member of a Federally Recognized Indian Tribe for Cultural, 
 Spiritual or Ceremonial Purposes.  NFNA 

  Status:  Dead  

 

LD 468: An Act To Protect Public Health at Public Institutions of Higher 
 Education.  Support 

  Status:  Vetoed then Dead 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  LD 1326 Other Tobacco Products Equalization.  Support 

  Status:  Dead 

 

LD 1406: Cigarette Tax.  Support 
 Status:  Dead 

 

 



 We all have a stake in helping Maine kids resist tobacco use.  Healthy 
families and lower health care costs are the building blocks of a thriving 
economy.  Maine’s future prosperity depends on our ability to drastically 
reduce preventable diseases and the stranglehold of health costs that 
accompany them.  Tobacco use leads to $602 million in health costs every 
year in Maine.   

 

 Tobacco is the #1 cause of preventable death.  One out of two Maine adults 
have seen a family member or close friend die from tobacco use.  Every year 
2,200 Maine adults die early from using tobacco – that’s nearly seven deaths 
per day. 

 

 Keeping tobacco prices high is proven effective and recommended by 
federal experts. The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention singles 
out high tobacco taxes as one of their “best practice” recommendations for 
states to use in preventing and treating tobacco addiction.  We know it 
works in Maine. After the cigarette tax was increased in late 2005, 
consumption of cigarettes in Maine dropped by more than 6 million packs 
per capita and the high school smoking rate declined by 16%.  



LD 180: An Act Concerning the Use of Tobacco 
 Settlement Funds for Children's Health Care.  
 Support 
 Status:  Carried Over 

 

LD 1232: An Act to Maintain the Integrity of the Fund 
 for a Healthy Maine.  Support 

 Status:  Vetoed, now Dead 

 
 

 



 Tobacco as a priority- education, outreach, 
material distribution, etc. 

 Obesity still prioritizing– education & SSB 

 Medicaid Expansion 

 LD386 

 Protect the Fund for a Healthy Maine 

 Withheld MSA funds 

 Federal bills of interest 

 Other (defense mostly) 

 
 



 

 

We need your voice! 

 

Join the Maine Public Health Association & 

pledge to help with policy efforts. 

 

www.mainepublichealth.org/join.

php  

http://www.mainepublichealth.org/join.php
http://www.mainepublichealth.org/join.php
http://www.mainepublichealth.org/join.php
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