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TESTIMONY BEFORE THE JOINT COMMITTEE ON
AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION, AND FORESTRY

IN SUPPORT OF LD 2048

RESOLVE, AUTHORIZING THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, CONSERVATION, AND
FORESTRY TO ENTER INTO A BOUNDARY LINE ADJUSTMENT TO CONVEY 2 PARCELS OF LAND
TOTALING 2.923 ACRES MORE OR LESS IN EXCHANGE FOR 2.923 ACRES MORE OR LESS AT
VAUGHAN WOODS MEMORIAL STATE PARK, LOCATED IN SOUTH BERWICK, MAINE.

February 4, 2020

Senator Dill, Representative Hickman, and members of the Committee, my name is David Rodrigues and I
am the Director of Real Property Management at the Bureau of Parks and Lands for the Department of
Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry. I am testifying in favor of LD 2048.

This conveyance of 2.923 acres of State Park land would relieve an issue for both the Bureau and Mr.
Richard Hatton McAulay and Anita Baldwin, “abutters to the Park.” The abutters brought to the Bureau’s
attention that there could be a potential problem with the South East boundary line of Vaughan Woods
Memorial State Park. The abutters hired a surveyor who found that the South East property line as
designated by the Bureau was not correct. The Bureau was claiming ownership of approximately 5.778
acres ,which the surveyor found to be owned by the abutters. Bureau staff hired a surveyor to review the
abutter’s surveyor findings and it was confirmed that the findings were correct, and the abutters own a 5.778
acre inholding into the Park.

This inholding creates a jagged property line for the Bureau and the abutters, which results in a much more
difficult line to maintain and manage. After discussions between Bureau staff, the abutters, and the
surveyors, it was agreed that the best way to resolve this issue was to enter into a boundary adjustment to
create a new straight line between the two properties. Bureau staff inspected the property and found that the
entire area to be adjusted was consistently the same in terms of vegetation, habitat, and topography, allowing
for an equal trade of comparable land. The Bureau and the abutters are equally sharing the cost to have a
surveyor prepare a boundary adjustment survey, pay legal expenses and closing costs, with each party
conveying the same amount of property.

The Bureau, Richard Hatton McAulay, and Anita Baldwin have agreed upon a straight common boundary
which will accomplish several goals: 1) a shortening of the common boundary line, 2) a straightening of the
common boundary line, and 3) clear marking and definition of the boundary line. All three goals will result
in simpler management for both properties.

Thank you for your time, and I’ll be glad to address any questions.
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