What’s New at MYSPP—October 2008

· MYSPP has been notified of receipt of a three year grant from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA).  This Garrett Lee Smith Memorial Act suicide prevention funding will support work with 10 schools to implement the comprehensive Lifelines Program as well as to build local referral networks in each of those areas.  

· The Lifelines Program originally developed by Dr. John Kalafat and Maureen Underwood and adapted and evaluated by MYSPP is being updated by Hazelden Publishing Company.  The Lifelines Program will be available for sale in September 2009.  Two new videos will be created as well as an on-line program for parents. Lifelines training for teachers in Maine will continue to be provided.
· Save the date—Beyond the Basics of Suicide Prevention V will be held April 2, 2009 at Holiday Inn by the Bay in Portland.  Dr. Alec Miller, co-author of Dialectical Behavior Therapy with Suicidal Adolescents, will be one of the featured speakers.  Watch for a conference brochure with all the relevant information in December or January.
· MYSPP has created four subcommittees to help achieve its mission to prevent youth suicide.  These subcommittees are training, public relations, SAMHSA grant and data.  If you would like to serve on one of these groups, please contact Joanne DeCampos at 622-7566 ext.202 or jdecampos@mcd.org 

· Two new offerings are being piloted this fall.  The first is a full day workshop, Suicide Assessment for Clinicians, which will be taught by Greg Marley, MSW.  Developed in response to requests by Gatekeeper participants the workshop will focus on how to conduct a comprehensive suicide assessment. The second offering is an extension of the Lifelines student lessons and is comprised of 4-45 or 2-90 minute lessons for high school seniors that focus on transition issues.  Many thanks to Deering High School and MSAD 43 for their willingness to pilot these lessons.
· Preventing gun violence brochures and posters are now available from the Information and Resource Center (1-800-499-0027). 

· The American Foundation for Suicide Prevention’s National Survivors of Suicide Day is always the Saturday before Thanksgiving.  To learn more about National Survivors of Suicide Day, to find a conference site near you, to watch the webcast, or to find out how you can organize a conference site in your area, please visit www.afsp.org or call 1-888-333-AFSP (toll free).  To confirm Maine locations, contact Rhoda Freeman at rfreeman@afsp.org or (207) 822-9989.

[image: image1.jpg]Maine Center for
Disease Control

An Office of the

Department of Health and Human Services

John E. Baldacci, Governor Brenda M. Harvey, Commissioner



[image: image2.wmf]
Previous editions of What’s New are archived on the Maine Youth Suicide Prevention Program web site � HYPERLINK "http://www.mainesuicideprevention.org" �www.mainesuicideprevention.org� under About MYSPP/News/Updates.











