What’s New at MYSPP—December 2008

· The following schools were selected to be project partners in the Garrett Lee Smith Youth Suicide Prevention Project funded by the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration: Deering H.S., Telstar H.S., Nokomis H.S., Penobscot Valley H.S., Upper Kennebec Valley H.S., Bucksport H.S., Windham H.S., Old Orchard Beach H.S., Madison H.S., Greely H. S., and Livermore Falls H.S.

· Greg Marley, currently a co-trainer for the Gatekeeper program, will begin work with MYSPP three days a week in January.   Jason Charland has been hired as the Caring About Lives in Maine (CAL ME) Assistant Project Director.
· The Maine Youth Suicide Prevention Plan has been released and can be accessed at the program web site www.mainesuicideprevention.org under Featured Links.  
· MYSPP has created five subcommittees to help achieve its mission to prevent youth suicide.  These subcommittees are young adults (18-24), training, public relations, SAMHSA grant and data.  If you would like to serve on one of these groups, please contact Joanne DeCampos at 622-7566 ext.202 or jdecampos@mcd.org 
· Translating Research into Practice Suicide and Eating Disorders: A Primer was released by the American Association of Suicidology on 10/13/08.  The article can be found on the AAS web site www.suicidology.org.  The article concluded with these
Assessment Recommendations:

· Conduct a comprehensive psychiatric evaluation for comorbidity among all Eating Disorder patients

· Routinely assess Eating Disorder patients, especially those with comorbid disorders, for suicide ideation.

· Even when ideation is denied, routinely assess for the presence of other acute risk factors for suicide (IS PATH WARM?)  
· Preventing gun violence brochures and posters are now available from the Information and Resource Center (1-800-499-0027). 

· Mental Health America has valuable tools and information on their web site at www.mha.org
· On Saturday, November 22, 2008 survivors of suicide loss joined together from over 175 locations in the U.S. and abroad for support, healing, information and empowerment. The day of conferences connected survivors through a 90-minute program, viewed simultaneously around the world by webcast, satellite and DVD from 1-2:30pm EST. This broadcast is now available on the AFSP website (www.afsp.org ) so survivors can watch it free of charge, on their own computers, anytime.  
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Previous editions of What’s New are archived on the Maine Youth Suicide Prevention Program web site � HYPERLINK "http://www.mainesuicideprevention.org" �www.mainesuicideprevention.org� under About MYSPP/News/Updates.











