[image: Logo

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]
Maine Historical Advisory Board  
Meeting Minutes
September 17, 2025
3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Location: Zoom

Board Members Present: Kat Stefko, Jill Piekut Roy, Jill, Pat Dunn, Anna Faherty
Board Members Absent: Larissa Vigue Picard, Earle Shettleworth, Steve Bromage
MSA Staff Present: Christian Cotz, Heather Moran, Tammy Marks
Public Attendance: None
The meeting was called to order at 3:02 p.m. by Christian Cotz.
Call to Order and Land Acknowledgment
Christian welcomed everyone to the meeting and recited the land acknowledgment, which is offered
by the Maine State Archives at each Maine Historical Records Advisory Board meeting.

Welcome and Roll Call
Attendance was taken. A quorum was confirmed.

Approval of Minutes
A motion was made to approve the minutes of the May 21, 2025, meeting, as amended to replace “Portland Public Library” with “Maine Historical Society” in the final line of the document. The motion passed unanimously.

Highlights update
Christian updated the Board on recent activities. He reported that staff moved back into the Cultural Building in May 2025, but the building was temporarily closed for about a month in late July and August after trace amounts of asbestos were discovered and remediated. Staff have since returned, operations have resumed smoothly, and approximately 90% of the collections have been moved back from the Wellness Center, with the remainder expected to be completed by the end of the week. Approximately $1 million worth of new shelving is scheduled to arrive at the Wellness Center in early October, which will enable the relocation of court records currently stored at the Pine State facility. Christian noted improvements to the facility, including new furniture, matching finishes, and hot water in the restrooms, as well as plans to frame and hang artwork to create a more welcoming public space. 

Christian reported that the Maine State Archives launched the Semiquincentennial Commission grant program, offering $100,000 for re-granting, with up to $10,000 available per project to support programming tied to the 250th anniversary. Applications are available on the Archives and Semiquincentennial websites and are being widely shared on social media and partner channels. He also shared that planning for America250 continues, including outreach efforts to encourage statewide participation. 

Christian also discussed the project with the Board to print the Maine State Constitution on vellum, noting that the Archives is working with printer David Wolfe in Portland. Due to the size of the hand-press tray, the Constitution must be printed in half-page sections to accommodate the number of characters per line, making the process time-consuming and challenging. Once completed, the printed Constitution will travel to the University of Maine campus libraries and other public venues as part of a statewide traveling exhibit. Christian updated the Board that the Libnova project is back on track following a technical delay with ArchivesSpace connectors, with over 70,000 items now processed. Staff are revising index labels to create a more public-friendly interface, and a beta version of OpenAccess will soon be shared with Board members and others for testing and feedback. 

Christian updated the Board on Archives staff's participation in recent conferences and outreach events, including his attendance at the American Association for State and Local History (AASLH) meeting in Cincinnati, which had over 1,000 attendees and ranked among the organization’s largest gatherings. He also noted staff engagement with the Maine Town & City Clerks Association (MTCCA) to address concerns about vital records destruction after digitization, John Roscoe’s (Archivist II) participation in the Society of American Archivists (SAA) conference in California, and upcoming trips by Christian and Tammy to the Maine County Commissioners Association (MCCA) meeting to discuss microfilm submissions, staff will be attending the Maine Archives & Museums (MAM) conference, and Christian will be headed to the Council of State Archivists annual meeting in Utah.

Sub-committee Reports
Christian updated the Board on the status of the NHPRC grant program. The Board discussed the impact of the recent reduction in force at the National Archives and noted that NHPRC remains active, expecting to distribute approximately $15 million in grants this cycle. Notifications are expected in December 2025, which is later than the usual September/October timeline. Christian confirmed that the Archives successfully closed out the previous NHPRC grant cycle in good standing and received a favorable review score (approximately 85%). The Board discussed the final reports from grantees, noting that all have been received except for one organization, which has been granted an extension. Christian and Tammy suggested compiling all reports into a single PDF document for Board review to help inform future funding decisions through the State Historical Advisory Board. Christian shared information about the new Semiquincentennial Commission grant program, which offers up to $10,000 per project. The Board discussed the short application turnaround and agreed that broad publicity is important. Applications are due by the end of October 2025, with funds to be distributed in January 2026.

Adjournment
The meeting adjourned at 4:03 p.m.

The next meeting is tentatively scheduled for November 19, 2025, at the Cultural Building.



image1.jpg




