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Non-Conforming Vehicles Working Group 

Meeting Notes
11/3/25 

1:00 to 2:30

· Greetings and roll call
· Voting and non-voting members

· Approve notes from meeting held on 10/20/25
· Robert Drummond motion – Charles Soltan 2nd
· All approve

· Meeting focus - Resolve 29 Directives #4 and #5: 

4. Review and analyze laws in other states that allow the use of nonconforming vehicles and how the allowance of these vehicles has affected motor vehicle safety in those states;
5. Review and analyze any reports or studies from other states that have considered the subjects of study described in section 1 and how the results of those reports or studies could relate to the State's roads and highways and motor vehicle systems;
· Discuss reports send to working group 
Virginia Report - December 2024

Georgia Press Release - July 2025

Letter from Brish Columbia - July 2025 

AAMVA Survey Results - June 2024

Maine Study – 2010
· VA DMV Report

· Cited insurance requirements

· Charlie – some insurance companies in Maine will insure low speed vehicles

· Especially on the islands

· Robert D.- question inspection stations liability on inspecting non-conforming vehicles


· Cathie – would put inspection stations in a tough spot

· GA press release – Between January 1 through June 20, 2025, Georgia investigated 42 crashes involving multipurpose off-highway vehicles (MPOHVs) and all-terrain vehicles (ATVs) resulting in 13 fatalities and 64 serious injuries

· British Columbia report – right hand drive vehicles are difficult for drivers to adapt to.  
· 2010 Maine report – focused on dune buggies

· Nikki – thinks we have eliminated registered dune buggies

· If non-conforming vehicles are registered, dune buggies would be included.
· AAMVA Survey

· VA asked AAMVA to do a report when they were doing their working group study

· Very few states have defined mini-trucks
· There aren’t specific statutes for criteria for classified mini-truck

· Collect crash data: most states do not have crash data because the vehicles aren’t on the road

· Do state require special insurance for mini-truck 

· Liability requirements

· 2 or 3 states have specific requirements for low speed vehicles

· Alaska – they pretty much allow any vehicle on the road

· They’re roads and environments are much different than ours, so hard to compare

· Very common to have non-conforming vehicles on the road with other traffic

· Expectations and needs different than most other states

· There is another AAMVA report coming out – 

· Basically recommending that states don’t register or title mini-trucks, if they do, they should pass some type of inspection

· Are the states that allow it only allowing 25 years or older?

· Would still be banned because of federal safety standard

· If newer than 25 years, importers can alter vehicle to make it pass federal motor vehicle safety standards

· NHTSA reviews packets from importers

· Nikki – how would we know that it now meets safety standards?

· Jamie – his company imports vehicles from Canada

· Cathie - Do they comply with Canadian MVSS? Is it equivalent of the US MVSS?
· On average they are equivalent to FMVSS but there are exceptions

· Newer than 2017 – Tire Pressure Monitoring Systems (TPMS) are required in US but not Canada

· Do you import any vehicles that need modifications?

· Any imported without TPMS were purchased in error, so we resell those in Canada

· Do you do any other modifications?

· Yes – we make modification to every vehicle we import with very few exceptions

· Relatively subtle modifications

· Dash indicator light has to be designed a certain way

· Brake light indicator in Canada might meet standards but not in US

· When you import – do you have to send a packet to NHTSA?

· Yes – we have to take pictures of vehicles that shows they comply with US FMVSS and send other related documentation on the modifications made. 
· Do you put a sticker on the vehicle when you make the modifications
· Once NHTSA accepts the packet, we do put a sticker on vehicle

· Vendor supplies sticker, but he’ll double check

· Import anything along the lines of a mini-truck?

· No, exclusively Canadian imports

· Half-ton trucks make up 80%

· Last year imported 120 vehicles (maybe 150)

· From different manufacturers?

· Usually domestic products manufactured in Canada for the Canadian market

· Conformity standards are very similar to US

· Most are being imported by the manufacturer

· All used vehicles s

· Franchise dealers are prohibited from selling vehicle across the border

· Could create a competitive advantage due to currency exchange rates

· Discuss next meeting - 11/17/25 - 1:00 to 2:30
· Review resolve numbers 6, 7 & 8
· We’re in a situation where we can’t make a recommendation to put them on the roadway if we don’t have a way to confirm they’re safe
· State police cannot determine how non-conforming vehicles can be inspected safely
· Can they be inspected and used on the roadways safely?
· For the next meeting think about what recommendations do we want to make to the legislature
· Charlie – will try to obtain informal replies on “if Maine registers them, how do we insure them?”
· Nikki – we have had several customers with golf carts for hire that have had difficulty insuring them
· What is the weight of mini-trucks? 1500-2000 lbs.
· Robert – has done forced inspection on vehicles involved in fatal crashes. We don’t want to create situations where there are more fatal crashes. 
· Closing remarks

· Adjourn


