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Maine Historical Record Advisory Board  
Meeting Minutes
January 14, 2026
3:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Location: Zoom
 
Board Members Present: Kevin Johnson, Larissa Vigue, Kat Stefko, Anna Faherty, Pat Dunn, Steve Bromage
Board Members Absent: Earle Shettleworth, Jill Peikut-Roy
MSA Staff Present: Christian Cotz, Heather Moran, Tammy Marks
Public Attendance: None
The meeting was called to order at 3:03 p.m. 
Call to Order
Christian welcomed everyone to the meeting.
 
Welcome and Roll Call
Attendance was taken. A quorum was confirmed. Christian reminded the members that there are currently three open seats on the board; names have been submitted to the Governor, and we are waiting to hear back.
 
Approval of Minutes
The Board reviewed the minutes from the November 19, 2025, meeting. With no corrections or objections raised, the minutes were approved unanimously.

MSA highlights, and Cultural Building updates
Christian provided the Board with updates on activities and priorities at the Maine State Archives, including the successful completion of the move back into the Cultural Building and the relocation of judicial records to the Wellness Center. It was reported that all collections were safely returned, with only minor in-house records management work remaining. Christian expressed appreciation for the coordination and management of the move, specifically acknowledging Sarah Breaux for leadership and efforts in ensuring the successful completion of the project. 

Christian told the members that we will be displaying the Declaration of Independence for the Maine Historical Society in July or August. Archives will be displaying their Declaration of Independence at the State House once we bring it back into the vault at the Cultural Building.  Archives will be having an open house at the Cultural Building for legislators; he welcomed board members to attend as well.  
We will be launching Open Access and first want to do some beta testing; we have asked board members to take a look and provide any feedback with other beta-testers before we launch the platform.  We are reviewing LePage and Dunlap digital and paper collection materials as they may be of interest to the public as they are running for office.  We also have the Lewiston Tragedy Commission collection materials that will be posted in Open Access as well.  The next collection is the Maine Indian Tribal-State Commission (MITSC) which is in Orono.  We signed an MOU with MITSC months ago.  We will digitize their records and process them and send them back to them.  This will allow the records to be accessible to the students.  

We are looking at filling a few positions within the Archives.  We are interviewing applicants for an Archivist I position, and we have a Director of Digital Archives & Data position that is currently posted.  

The Semiquincentennial Commission is moving along with the Atlas Project and the grants.  We are awarding $110,000 to 14 different entities across the state; there was a nice collection of winners. A list of awardees will be listed on our website and Facebook account soon.

We have two new members coming on to the Archives Advisory Board.

In our last meeting we talked about offering workshops to municipalities. We saw in the grant process the need and desire to digitize record collections in municipalities and small historical societies. Funding is not available, so we considered providing workshops for these organizations.  We discussed offering an online round table type Zoom with archivists, records management, digital archivist and someone from the Board on a panel to answer various questions from attendees. We thought of offering two for the year and then perhaps offer more if the need is there. All from the Board raised their hand offering to be involved in a round table. Tammy will reach out to the president of the Maine Town and City Clerks’ Association for dates/topic ideas.

Adjournment
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 3:30 p.m. The next meeting date is scheduled for March 11, 2026. 
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