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02		DEPARTMENT OF PROFESSIONAL AND FINANCIAL REGULATION

344		BOARD OF LICENSING OF DIETETIC PRACTICE

Chapter 11:	QUALIFICATIONS FOR LICENSING OF DIETETIC PRACTICE


SUMMARY: This chapter sets forth the qualifications for the initial licensure of dietitians and dietetic technicians and establishes the requirements for issuance of a temporary license.


SECTION 1.	Application Process

	An application for licensure under this chapter must be made on forms provided by the board and must be accompanied by the applicable fee or fees prescribed by Chapter 10 of the rules of the Office of Professional and Occupational Regulation. The applicant must also submit, in the form required by the board, satisfactory documentation of all education, training, credentials and supervision required for the license sought, information relating to criminal or disciplinary history of the applicant, and such other information as the board may require.

SECTION 2.	Pathways to Initial Licensure

	A person may not practice dietetics or claim to be a dietitian or dietetic technician unless that person is licensed in accordance with the board’s laws and rules. 

1. Dietitian

An applicant may qualify for licensure as a dietitian through one of the following pathways: 

A. CDR Credential

Submit proof of current, valid registration as a Registered Dietitian issued by the Commission on Dietetic Registration (CDR). 

B. Proof of Education, Experience and Examination  

Submit proof of completion of the following education, experience and examination requirements. 

(1) Education requirements

(a) Baccalaureate or higher degree from an accredited college or university in the United States; and 

(b) Coursework that meets the minimum requirements set forth in 32 M.R.S. §      9907(1)(B) and includes completion of one of the ACEND-accredited programs for nutrition-related coursework.

(c) Applicants who have obtained their education outside of the United States and its territories must have their academic degree(s) validated as equivalent to the bachelor’s or master’s degree conferred by a U.S. accredited college or university. The Board will accept equivalency validations from a foreign degree evaluation agency approved by CDR.

(2) Supervised Experience Requirements

Supervised experience that meets the minimum requirements set forth in 32 M.R.S. § 9907(1)(C) and includes either completion of one of the ACEND-accredited programs for supervised practice, or equivalent experience approved by the board.  

(3) Examination Requirement 

Passage of the RD examination administered by CDR.

	2.	Dietetic Technician

An applicant may qualify for licensure as a dietetic technician through one of the following pathways: 

A. CDR Credential

Submit proof of current, valid registration as a Dietetic Technician, Registered issued by the Commission on Dietetic Registration (CDR). 

B. Proof of Education, Experience and Examination  

Submit proof of completion of the following education, supervised experience and examination requirements. 

(1) Education requirements

(a) Completion of a dietetic technician program accredited by ACEND, or its successor organization; or

(b) A Bachelor of Science Degree in food and nutrition from an approved four year program.

(c) Applicants who have obtained their education outside of the United States and its territories must have their academic degree(s) validated as equivalent to the associate or bachelor’s degree conferred by a U.S. accredited college or university. The board will accept equivalency validations from a foreign degree evaluation agency approved by CDR.

(2) Supervised Experience Requirements

Supervised experience that meets the minimum requirements set forth in 32 M.R.S. § 9907(2)(C).  Experience must be observed, assessed and verified by a licensed dietitian, a dietitian licensed in another state that has licensure requirements determined by the Board to be equal to the requirements of Title 32, Chapter 104 of the Maine Revised Statutes, or a dietitian in another state without licensing who is registered by the CDR.

			 (3) 	Examination Requirement 

	Passage of the DTR examination administered by CDR.	
				
		C.	ACEND Equivalent Pathways

Submit proof of one of the following ACEND pathways: 

(1) An associate degree granted by an accredited university and completion of an ACEND Dietetic Technician Program (with a minimum of 450 supervised practice hours); or 

(2) A bachelor’s degree granted by an accredited university and completion of an ACEND accredited Didactic Program in Dietetics (DPD); and

(3) Examination Requirement 

Passage of the DTR examination administered by CDR.
		
SECTION 3. 	Temporary Licenses

	An applicant who has met all the qualifications for licensure except passing the examination may receive a temporary one year license.  A permanent license may be issued after the applicant has fulfilled the requirements for permanent licensure, including submission of an application, verification of having passed the required examination, and payment of required fees.  The holder of a temporary license is not required to obtain a permanent license prior to the expiration of the temporary license.  
	
1. Temporary Licensed Dietitian

An applicant may qualify for temporary licensure as a dietitian by submitting proof of completion of the educational and supervised practice requirements as set forth in Section 1(B)(1) and (2) of this Chapter. 

	2. 	Temporary Licensed Dietetic Technician 

An applicant may qualify for temporary licensure as a dietitian by submitting proof of completion of the educational and supervised practice requirements as set forth in Section 2(B)(1) and (2) or 2(C) of this Chapter.  

SECTION 4.	Standards of Professional Behavior Established in Practice of Dietetics

	1.	Professional Identification Procedure

		Licensees must identify themselves as a dietitian or dietetic technician while practicing dietetics. Identification must take the form of any of the following (or any combination):

		A.	Name tag with the name of the individual and indicates their status as a dietitian or dietetic technician;

		B.	Display of a current license to practice dietetics in a location visible to all; or

C. Name is visible and identifies themselves as a dietitian or dietetic technician while 
	communication via electronic means. 
 
2. Dietetic Technician Standard of Practice

		Dietetic technicians may administer screening tools and follow reevaluation protocols, as determined by the supervising dietitian in accordance with Chapter 13 of board rules. 
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