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SECRETARY OF STATE

2025 - 2026 Regulatory Agenda
29-250:
Bureau of Motor Vehicles –Bureau of Motor Vehicles
CONTACT PERSON: Tina Corkum, Bureau of Motor Vehicles, 29 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333-0029. Tel: (207) 624-9023.

EMERGENCY RULES ADOPTED SINCE THE LAST REGULATORY AGENDA: None

EXPECTED 2025-2026 RULEMAKING ACTIVITY
CHAPTER 1: Rules for administrative suspension regulates for administration suspension relating to demerit point accumulation, convictions, and adjudications. 

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 29-A M.R.S.A. Section 2458, subsection 3

PURPOSE:  These rules describe identifying the reckless or negligent driver of a motor vehicle and to establish a uniform system of assigning demerit points for specified convictions or adjudications of violations of statutes and regulations governing the operation of motor vehicles. These rules will serve as the basis for the Secretary of State or any Deputy Secretary of State to suspend the license or privilege to operate a motor vehicle or the certificate of registration of any person without preliminary hearing determined to be incompetent to operate a motor vehicle, or whom is found to be a reckless or negligent operator of a motor vehicle, or whom has been convicted or adjudicated of designated traffic offenses.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 1, 2026. 

AFFECTED PARTIES: These rules affect holders of all types of driver’s licenses, motor vehicle owners and registrants, and consumers in the commercial vehicle industry.

CHAPTER 2: Rules for Administrative Hearings

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 29-A M.R.S., Section 153

PURPOSE:  These rules describe the conduct of civil administrative hearings held by the Bureau of Motor Vehicles to deny, suspend, revoke, probate or otherwise modify a license, registration certificate or plate, motor vehicle driver’s license, permit, certificate of title, operating authority, license or fuel use identification decal.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 1, 2026. 

AFFECTED PARTIES: These rules affect holders of all types of driver’s licenses, motor vehicle owners and registrants, and consumers in the commercial vehicle industry.
CHAPTER 3: Physical, Emotional and Mental Competence to Operate a Motor Vehicle

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 29-A M.R.S., Section 153

PURPOSE: These rules describe the standards to be used by the Secretary of State in determining physical, emotional, and mental competence of a person to operate a motor vehicle. These rules which were adopted pursuant to 29-A M.R.S.A., Section 153, may be amended based on recommendations from the Medical Advisory Board to the Secretary of State.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 1, 2025. 

AFFECTED PARTIES: These rules affect all license applicants and anyone holding a motor vehicle license.

CHAPTER 4: Driver License Examination Rules 

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 29-A M.R.S., Section 153

PURPOSE: These rules describe the components of the examination used by the Secretary of State to determine a person's qualifications to obtain a license to operate a motor vehicle.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 1, 2026. 

AFFECTED PARTIES: These rules affect all driver license applicants.
CHAPTER 6: Rules for the Suspension of Commercial Driver Licenses
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 29-A M.R.S., Section 153

PURPOSE: These rules implement the provisions of the federal Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1986, the Motor Carrier Safety Improvement Act of 1999 and provisions of other federal rules related to the disqualification of persons from operating commercial vehicles and establish suspension requirements for commercial motor vehicle operators. This rule may be amended to incorporate federal rule changes.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 1, 2026. 

AFFECTED PARTIES: These rules affect all commercial driver applicants and anyone holding a commercial learner’s permit or driver’s license.

CHAPTER 7: RULES FOR THE SUSPENSION OF LICENSES FOR FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH CHILD SUPPORT ORDERS

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 19-A MRSA §2202 and 29-A MRSA §§ 2459 and 2459-A

PURPOSE: These rules implement the provisions of 19-A MRSA §2202 and 29-A MRSA §§ 2459 and 2459-A which require the Secretary of State to suspend the driver permits and licenses of individuals whom the Commissioner of Health and Human Services or the Penobscot Nation certifies are not in compliance with child support orders. The rules establish permit and license suspension and restoration requirements and set conditions for the issuance of temporary driver's licenses.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 1, 2026. 

AFFECTED PARTIES: These rules affect all Maine driver license holders. 
CHAPTER 8: Rules for Ignition Interlock Devices

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 29-A M.R.S., Section 153

PURPOSE: This rule may be amended or repealed and replaced to implement the provisions of 29-A MRSA §2508. The rule establishes testing, certification and installation requirements for ignition interlock devices and sets out the conditions for the early restoration of driver’s licenses for persons convicted of OUI.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 1, 2026. 

AFFECTED PARTIES: These rules affect manufacturers and installers of ignition interlock devices and all OUI offenders.
CHAPTER 9: Rules Governing Commercial Driver Education
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: Title 29-A Subsection 1354

PURPOSE: To establish the minimum qualifications, license standards, and procedures for the licensing of commercial driver education schools and instructors and to implement a standardized commercial driver education curriculum based on best practices and federal mandates.

SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: prior to October 1, 2026.

AFFECTED PARTIES: Commercial Driver Education Schools and Instructors Licensed by the State of Maine.

CHAPTER 10: Rules Implementing the Federal Driver’s Privacy Protection Act

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 29-A M.R.S., Section 153 and 29-A M.R.S., Section 256

PURPOSE: These rules establish the procedures for the disclosure of personal information in motor vehicle records in accordance with state and federal law and establish rules for the use of facial recognition technology.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 1, 2026. 

AFFECTED PARTIES: These rules affect BMV, Law enforcement agencies and the providers and recipients of information contained in motor vehicle records.

CHAPTER 11: Rules Governing Motorcycle Rider Education

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: Title 29-A Subsection 1352

PURPOSE: To establish minimum qualification standards, requirements and application procedures for licensing motorcycle rider education schools and instructors.  Inspect and monitor motorcycle rider education programs, and site requirements, to assure the Secretary of State established standards are met and maintained.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 1, 2026. 

AFFECTED PARTIES: Motorcycle Rider Education Schools and Instructors

CHAPTER 12: Rules Governing The Sale Of Records And Databases Related To Driver History, Driver Licenses And Motor Vehicles
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 29-A MRSA §§ 251 AND 252
PURPOSE:  These rules describe the process by which requests for motor vehicle records must be made and the fees associated with the sale of records and databases.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 1, 2026.
AFFECTED PARTIES: All drivers licensed by the State of Maine.
CHAPTER 13: Rules Governing Driver License Restriction 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 29‑A M.R.S.A. §1257.
PURPOSE: The Secretary of State is responsible for ensuring the safety of the motoring public through the judicious administration of the motor vehicle laws. Persons who present an unreasonable risk to the safety of driving public must be denied the privilege to operate motor vehicles. Other persons may have their operating privileges limited or restricted following a driving evaluation.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 1, 2026. 

AFFECTED PARTIES: New vehicle dealers, vehicle manufacturers.
CHAPTER 14: Rules For The Maine Motor Vehicle Franchise Board
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 10 M.R.S.A. § 1187 (6)

PURPOSE: These rules establish procedures for the conduct of adjudicatory proceedings before the Maine Motor Vehicle Franchise Board. They should be read in conjunction with the statutory provisions of the Maine Motor Vehicle Franchise law 10 M.R.S.A. Chapter 204.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 1, 2026. 

AFFECTED PARTIES: New vehicle dealers, vehicle manufacturers.
CHAPTER 15: Rules Governing Acceptable Documents To Establish Legal Presence
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 29-A MRS §153
PURPOSE: These rules implement the provisions of 29-A M.R.S.A. §§ 1301 (2-A) and 1410 (8) which prohibit the Secretary of State from issuing a driver’s license or nondriver identification card to an individual unless the individual presents valid documentary evidence of legal presence in the United States. These rules describe the documents that may be accepted to establish evidence of legal presence in the United States. These rules do not apply to credentials issued under the federal REAL ID Act which are governed by federal regulations at 8 CFR §37 et seq.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 1, 2026. 

AFFECTED PARTIES: General public.
CHAPTER 16: Rules for the Collection of Driver’s License Reinstatement Fees

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 29-A MRSA, Subsection 153

PURPOSE: These rules implement the provisions of 29-A MRSA §§2472, 2486, and 2508, which require the Secretary of State to collect a reinstatement fee prior to the termination of a suspension or revocation and subsequent reinstatement of a driver’s license.

SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: prior to October 1, 2026.

AFFECTED PARTIES: These rules affect all drivers with license suspensions requiring the payment of a reinstatement fee.

CHAPTER 100: Establishment of Renewal Agent Service Fees (For the Renewal of Digital Operator’s Licenses)

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 29-A M.R.S., Sections 153 and 202

PURPOSE: This rule authorizes the Secretary of State to establish a service fee that may be charged and retained by certain appointed agents who issue non-commercial driver’s license renewals and duplicates and non-driver identification card renewals and duplicates.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 1, 2026. 

AFFECTED PARTIES: These rules affect those authorized agents of the Secretary of State that issue only non-commercial driver’s license renewals and duplicates and non-driver identification card renewals and duplicate.
CHAPTER 101: Rules Governing the Electronic Lien Titling  Program (ELT)

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 29-A M.R.S.A. §651-A, Title 29-A Subsection 153

PURPOSE: This rule implements which authorizes the Secretary of State to operate an Electronic Lien Titling Program (ELT) permitting the creation and exchange of an electronic record for maintaining vehicle title and lien information.

SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: prior to October 1, 2026.

AFFECTED PARTIES: All lending institutions that choose to participate in the Electronic Lien Titling Program and the entities that provide the services to transmit the ELT data between the Bureau of Motor Vehicles. 
CHAPTER 102: Rules governing Title to Motor Vehicles 

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: Title 29-A Chapter 7 subchapter 1 through 4

PURPOSE: To establish application procedures and guidelines for the determination of type of ownership when application for title, or duplicate title is made by two or more persons; requirements for transfer of title when the original, or duplicate title was issue in common, or joint ownership; procedures for transfer of title upon the death of the owner of a titled vehicle when there is a surviving spouse, when the original title was issued in joint ownership and when the title was issued in common ownership; procedures for the issuance of titles for abandoned, or unclaimed vehicles; and procedures for the withdrawal of an application for certificate of title.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 1, 2026. 

AFFECTED PARTIES; Motor Vehicle owners requiring titles.
CHAPTER 103: Rules for Vehicle Dealers, Auctions, Transporters, Recyclers, Mobile Crushers, and Loaners

STATUTORY AUTHORITY:  Title 29-A Chapter 9, Subchapter 1 through 6

PURPOSE: Establish the requirements for licensing vehicle dealers, vehicle auctions, recyclers, mobile crushers, and receipt of their registration plates, and holders of loaner and transporter plates. Set forth required facilities, equipment, records, and application procedures. This rule will establish requirements for annexes and secondary locations. 

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: prior to October 1, 2026.
AFFECTED PARTIES: All New and Used Vehicles Dealers, Vehicle Auctions, Transporters, Recyclers, Mobile Crushers, and Loaner Plate Holders.

CHAPTER 104: Rules For The Used Car Information Act
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 10 M.R.S.A. §1474 subsection 4F
PURPOSE: This Chapter outlines the duties and responsibilities of the Used Car Dealer pursuant to the Used Car Information Act, 10 M.R.S.A. §§ 1471 – 1478
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 1, 2026. 

AFFECTED PARTIES: Vehicle dealers.
CHAPTER 105: Grievance Procedures For The Handicapped
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 29 U.S.C. § 794
PURPOSE: Internal grievance procedure providing for prompt and equitable resolution of complaints alleging any action prohibited by federal regulations implementing Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended (29 U.S.C. § 794).

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 1, 2026. 

AFFECTED PARTIES: Qualifying disabled individuals.

CHAPTER 108: Automobile Manufacturer Or Distributor License
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: Title 10 M.R.S.A. § 1171-B(4) and Title 5 M.R.S.A. § 8071

PURPOSE: The purpose of this rule is to establish the requirements for obtaining a license for a Manufacturer or Distributor of new motor vehicles in the State of Maine.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 1, 2026. 

AFFECTED PARTIES: Automobile Manufacturer Or Distributors.
CHAPTER 109: Rule Establishing The Fee For Special Legislative Motorcycle Registration Plates
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 29-a M.R.S.A. §460(2)
PURPOSE: The purpose of this rule is to establish the fee for the special legislators’ motorcycle registration plate authorized in 29A MRSA section 460, (2A). The law required the Secretary of State to develop a special motorcycle registration plate to be made available to members of the legislature, including representatives of an Indian tribe, the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives. The plate may be used in lieu of the regular motorcycle registration plate. The law requires the Secretary of State to produce the plate within existing resources, and to establish a special fee by rule to offset the costs of producing the plate.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 1, 2026. 

AFFECTED PARTIES: Members of the Maine Legislature.
CHAPTER 110: Non-Governmental Registration Agent and Resident Agent Requirements 

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 29-A MRSA, Section 204

PURPOSE: This rule establishes the requirements for non-governmental registration agents and resident agents; sets forth requirements for training, equipment and software, reporting, inventory control, audit, and suspension and hearings for registration agents.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 1, 2026. 

AFFECTED PARTIES: Non-governmental registration agents.

CHAPTER 151: Rules Governing Enforcement Of The Federal Heavy Vehicle Use Tax
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 29-A M.R.S., Section 551
PURPOSE: This rule sets forth the provisions for complying with the Federal Heavy Vehicle Use Tax in the State of Maine. Every state is required to enforce the provisions of the Federal Heavy Vehicle Use Tax as a part of their commercial vehicle registration program. Failure to do so, subjects a state to potential loss of up to 25 percent of their federal highway funds.

Motor vehicles registered for a gross weight of 55,000 pounds or more are subject to Federal Heavy Vehicle Use Tax. Owners of these vehicles are required to file annual Federal Heavy Vehicle Use Tax reports with the Internal Revenue Service. Registrants are then required to submit proof of Federal Heavy Use Tax payment to their state Motor Vehicle Department as a part of the vehicle registration process.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 1, 2026. 
AFFECTED PARTIES: Motor vehicle registrants with vehicles registered for a gross weight of 55,000 pounds or more. 
CHAPTER 153: The Operation of Motor Intrastate Carriers of Passengers For-Hire

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 29-A MRSA, Section 551

PURPOSE: This rule establishes requirements for the operation of motor carriers of passengers for-hire.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 1, 2026. 

AFFECTED PARTIES: For-Hire motor carriers of passengers and rental vehicles.

CHAPTER 155: Rules Governing Permits for Non-Divisible, Oversize and Overweight Combination Vehicles Engaged in Interstate Commerce

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 29-A MRSA, Section 2382

PURPOSE: This rule sets forth the procedures for receiving applications and granting permits for the movement of oversize and/or overweight combination vehicles engaged in interstate travel on highways and bridges.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 1, 2026. 

AFFECTED PARTIES: Transporters of oversize or overweight non-divisible loads.

CHAPTER 156: Fee Structure for Over Dimensional and Overweight Loads, Along With State Police Escort Fee

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 29-A MRSA, Section 2382

PURPOSE: This rule establishes permit fees for over-dimensional and overweight non-divisible loads.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 1, 2026. 

AFFECTED PARTIES: Transporters of oversize or overweight non-divisible loads.

CHAPTER 157: The Administration of Over Dimension and Overweight Permits

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 29-A MRSA, Section 2382

PURPOSE: This rule establishes requirements and standards for the permitting of non-divisible overdimensional and overweight vehicles and loads which are loads exceeding the size and weight limits.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 1, 2026. 

AFFECTED PARTIES: Transporters of oversize or overweight non-divisible loads.

CHAPTER 158: Administration Of Trailer Transit Plates
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 29-A M.R.S., Section 462, sub-section 8.
PURPOSE: This rule establishes the requirements for the use of trailer transit plates pursuant to 29-A M.R.S.A. Section 462, sub-section 8.
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 1, 2026. 

AFFECTED PARTIES: Entities that haul storage trailers, light trailers, and mobile homes.
CHAPTER 159: Rules Governing the Administration of the Permanent, Semipermanent Semitrailer Registration Programs

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 29-A MRSA, Section 512.

PURPOSE: This rule establishes procedures for the implementation of permanent, and semipermanent trailer registration programs.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 1, 2026. 

AFFECTED PARTIES:  Long term trailer registrants and agents.
CHAPTER 162: The Administration of the International Registration Plan

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 29-A MRSA, Section 531

PURPOSE: This rule outlines the procedures and standards governing Maine’s participation in the International Registration Plan.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 1, 2026. 

AFFECTED PARTIES: Most owners of medium and heavy trucks operating in interstate and foreign commerce.

CHAPTER 164: The Administration of Overweight Oceangoing Containers (OGC) Permits
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 29-A MRSA, Section 2382

PURPOSE: This rule outlines the procedures and standards allowing for the discretionary permitting of overweight oceangoing containers.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 1, 2026. 

AFFECTED PARTIES: OGC transporters. 

CHAPTER 165: The Administration of the International Fuel Tax Agreement and the Intrastate Fuel Tax Program

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 29-A MRSA, Section 525

PURPOSE: This rule outlines the procedures and standards for participation in the International Fuel Tax Agreement.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 1, 2026. 

AFFECTED PARTIES:  Motor carriers that are required to file motor fuel tax reports and obtain fuel decals.

CHAPTER 168: The Administration of USDOT Numbers for Certain Intrastate Motor Carriers
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 29-A MRSA, Section 555-A

PURPOSE: This rule outlines the procedures and standards for the administration of United States Department of Transportation (USDOT) numbers to those qualifying intrastate motor carriers.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 1, 2026. 

AFFECTED PARTIES: Intrastate motor carriers required to have USDOT numbers. 

CHAPTER 169: The Administration of the Performance and Registration Information Systems Management (PRISM) Program

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 29-A MRSA, Section 2458

PURPOSE: This rule implements the registration-related requirements of the Performance and Registration Information System and Management program.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 1, 2026. 

AFFECTED PARTIES: Motor carriers which are calculated to be high risk, unsafe transport companies.

CHAPTER 170: Permitting Commercial Vehicles at Canadian Weight Limits to Travel From Designated Points at the Canadian Border to Baileyville, Madawaska, and Van Buren
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 29-A MRSA, Section 2354-C

PURPOSE: This rule implements the Canadian Weight Limits program.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 1, 2026. 

AFFECTED PARTIES: Motor carriers operating at the Canadian weight limits. 

CHAPTER 171: The Administration of the Unified Carrier Registration Agreement
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 29-A MRSA Section 551

PURPOSE: This rule outlines the procedures and standards governing Maine’s participation in the Unified Carrier Registration Agreement.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 1, 2026. 

AFFECTED PARTIES: Maine and certain Canadian interstate motor carriers.

CHAPTER 172: Rules Governing the Issuance of Vanity Registration Plates
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 29-A MRSA Section 453

PURPOSE: This rule authorizes the Secretary of State to refuse to issue or recall vanity registration plates that meet certain criteria, and authorizes the right to appeal the Secretary of State’s decision
ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 1, 2026.

AFFECTED PARTIES: Maine vehicle registrants applying for vanity plates.
CHAPTER 173: Rules For The Sale, Purchase, Removal, Transport, And Disposal Of Catalytic Converters

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 29-A MRSA §§ 153, 1113(14)
PURPOSE: This rule establishes the requirements for the sale, purchase, removal, and transport of catalytic converters. The rule sets forth required marking methods, pertinent information to marking, and reporting requirements to be utilized by licensed recyclers, scrap metal processors, new and used car dealers, as well as private individuals.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 1, 2026. 

AFFECTED PARTIES: Vehicle dealers, salvage yards, auctions, and recyclers.   
CHAPTER 190: RULE FOR THE ADMINISTRATION OF EXPERIMENTAL VEHICLE REGISTRATION
STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 29-A MRSA Section 470(8)
PURPOSE: This rule establishes requirements for the registration of experimental motor vehicles. The rule sets forth required equipment standards, application procedures, and the limitations of use pursuant to 29A MRSA section 470.

ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE: Prior to October 1, 2026. 

AFFECTED PARTIES: Members of the public that invent or build vehicles as an experiment. 
NEW RULE CHAPTER (# to be assigned): Rules Governing the Review of Motor Carriers 

STATUTORY AUTHORITY: 29-A MRSA §153 and §2458, sub-§2, V

PURPOSE: This rule outlines the process for identifying commercial motor carriers with repeated and significant violations during the operation of a commercial motor vehicle and establishes a “Threshold Limit” at which the Bureau of Motor Vehicles will take administrative action. 

SCHEDULE FOR ADOPTION: prior to October 1, 2026.

AFFECTED PARTIES: All motor carriers operating interstate or intrastate. 

