Publication Date: Wednesday, December 3, 2025
STATE OF MAINE
NOTICE OF STATE AGENCY RULEMAKING

PUBLIC INPUT FOR RULES A list of state agency rule proposals is published here each Wednesday. You can get a copy of a proposed rule by contacting the person listed in the notice. You can comment on a proposed rule by submitting a written comment to the agency or by attending the public hearing, if one is scheduled. If no hearing is scheduled, you can request one.  The agency must hold a hearing if it receives 5 or more requests.  If you have a disability and need assistance to participate in a hearing, you should tell the agency at least 7 days before the hearing. ONLINE INFORMATION Weekly notices, full text of adopted rules, and a list of agency rulemaking contacts are available at this website: 

https://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/rules/index.html
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[bookmark: _Hlk214879483]AGENCY: Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Office of Professional and Occupational Regulation, Elevator and Tramway Safety Program
CHAPTER NUMBERS AND TITLES:

02-041 C.M.R. Ch. 501, Definitions (amend)
02-041 C.M.R. Ch. 511, National Codes Applicable to Elevators and Tramways (repeal and replace)
02-041 C.M.R. Ch. 513, Elevators (amend)
02-041 C.M.R. Ch. 521, Elevator Owners’ Duties and Responsibilities (amend)	

TYPES OF RULES: Routine Technical 
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBERS: 2025-P196 (Ch. 501), 2025-P197 (Ch. 511), 2025-P198 (Ch. 513), 2025-P199 (Ch. 521)
BRIEF SUMMARY: The rulemaking proposes changes to four chapters of the Elevator and Tramway Safety Program rules: 

Chapter 501, Definitions 
The rulemaking will amend the chapter by adding a definition for a State Periodic Test Record.

Chapter 511, National Codes Applicable to Elevators and Tramway  
The rulemaking will repeal and replace the existing chapter with the same title.  The Director proposes the adoption of updated national safety codes and standards that apply to elevators and tramways installed in the State of Maine, subject to the exceptions and amendments as set forth in the rule.  The chapter will adopt and incorporate by reference:  
ASME A17.1-2022, Safety Code for Elevators and Escalators 
ASME A17.3-2023, Safety Code for Existing Elevators and Escalators
ASME A17.6-2022, Standard for Elevator Suspension, Compensation, and Governor Systems 
ASME A17.8 2021, Standard for Wind Turbine Elevators
ASME A18.1 2023, Safety Standard for Platform Lifts and Stairway Chairlifts
ASME A90.1 2023, Safety Standard for Belt Manlifts 
ANSI  B77.1 2022, American National Standard for Passenger Ropeways – Aeiral Tramways, Aerial Lifts, Surface Lifts, Tows and Conveyors – Safety Requirements 

Chapter 513, Elevators
The rulemaking makes technical and formatting corrections.  It will implement LD 1709 from the 131st Legislature (P.L. 2023, c. 326), providing the Director shall adopt rules regarding the proper operation of construction hoists and training requirements for construction hoist operators.  It will also implement changes pursuant to LD 975 from the 131st Legislature (P.L. 2023, c. 149).  P.L. 2023, c. 149 revised 32 M.R.S. § 15228 to require that whenever a passenger elevator is installed in a building being newly constructed or in a new addition that extends beyond the exterior walls of an existing building, only one passenger elevator must reach every story within the building and be of sufficient size to allow the transport of a person on an ambulance stretcher.  This rulemaking defines the minimum size stretcher that such a passenger elevator must be able to accommodate, changing the requirement from at least 76 inches long by 24 inches wide placed horizontally to 84 inches long by 24 inches wide, to reflect the requirements prescribed by the Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code (MUBEC) and the size of ambulance stretchers most commonly used in Maine. 

Chapter 521, Elevator Owners’ Duties and Responsibilities
The rulemaking makes technical and formatting corrections.  It will also implement LD 1709 from the 131st Legislature (P.L. 2023, c. 326), providing the Director shall adopt rules regarding the proper operation of construction hoists and training requirements for construction hoist operators.  

Copies of the proposed rule and rulemaking forms may be found at https://www.maine.gov/pfr/professionallicensing/professions/elevator-tramway-safety-program.  

PUBLIC HEARING (if any): N/A.  Pursuant to 5 M.R.S. § 8052(1) and  
§ 8053(7)(A), a hearing may be requested by five (5) interested persons by submitting a request in writing to contact person for this filing. 
COMMENT DEADLINE: Friday, January 2, 2026, at 5:00 p.m. (EST)  Comments may be submitted in writing:  (1) by e-mail to Kristin Racine at kristin.racine@maine.gov, or (2) by mail to the Elevator and Tramway Safety Program, 35 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0035.
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: Holly Poirier, Program Manager, 35 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0035, holly.poirier@maine.gov, 207-592-0434, TTY users call Maine Relay 711.
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different): N/A
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): N/A
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 32 M.R.S. §§ 15202, 15205-A, 15211, 15212, 15221, 15224, 15225-A, 15227, 15228, 15229, 15230; 5 M.R.S. § 8056(2-A)
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): N/A
AGENCY WEBSITE: https://www.maine.gov/pfr/professionallicensing/professions/elevator-tramway-safety-program 
EMAIL FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: holly.poirier@maine.gov


[bookmark: _Hlk213059876]AGENCY: Inland Fisheries and Wildlife				
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 09-137 C.M.R. Ch. 16, Hunting (Youth Hunting Days)
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2025-P200
BRIEF SUMMARY: In accordance with Legislative Resolve (H.P. 857 – L.D. 1322) the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife (MDIFW) is proposing to establish a 2-year pilot program to increase youth participation in hunting. Part of this resolve entails establishing a 2-day youth bear hunting season on a Friday and Saturday, as well as establishing a day for youth hunting with dogs prior to the opening of the regular season for hunting with dogs. The resolve also directs MDIFW to increase availability for youth turkey hunters by establishing a long weekend or a 2-day season on a Friday and Saturday. As directed, this would be a pilot program for two years during the 2026 and 2027 hunting seasons.    
PUBLIC HEARING: December 23, 2025 @ 4:00pm, IFW, 353 Water Street, 3rd fl conference room, Augusta.  For those wishing to attend remotely, please contact the Agency Contact Person for this filing.
COMMENT DEADLINE: January 2, 2026
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Becky Orff
353 Water Street, 41 SHS, Augusta, ME  04333
207-287-5202
207-287-6395
Maine Relay 711
Becky.orff@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different): 
[bookmark: _Hlk213059925]FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): None
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 12 MRS Section 10104, 11251, 11701
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different):
AGENCY WEBSITE: www.maine.gov/ifw 
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: becky.orff@maine.gov 


[bookmark: _Hlk214882590]AGENCY: Department of Health and Human Services, MaineCare Services
CHAPTER NUMBERS AND TITLES: 

10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 101, MaineCare Benefits Manual (Chapter II, Section 65, Behavioral Health Services)
10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 101, MaineCare Benefits Manual (Chapter III, Section 65, Behavioral Health Services)

TYPES OF RULES: Routine Technical 
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBERS: 2025-P201 (Ch. 101, Ch. II, § 65), 2025-P202 (Ch. 101, Ch. III, § 65)
BRIEF SUMMARY: The Department of Health and Human Services proposes to significantly update descriptions of covered services and make other changes in part to assure compliance with the state of Maine’s settlement agreement with the U.S. Department of Justice. The rulemaking will remove crisis residential and crisis resolution services from Ch. II, Sec. 65 for inclusion in the new companion Ch. II, Sec. 66. The Department also proposes to repeal Ch III, Sec. 65; move provisions for provider reimbursement from Ch. III, Sec. 65 into Ch. II, Sec. 65; and remove rates of reimbursement and list them in rate schedules on the Department’s website. The rulemaking will update and improve the descriptions of most covered services, including important changes to Children’s ACT and HCT service requirements. The proposed rules and accompanying Fact Sheet detailing these and other changes may be viewed in their entirety at http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/oms/rules/index.shtml.

PUBLIC HEARING (if any): The Department will hold a combined in-person and remote (via Zoom) public hearing.
Monday, December 22nd, 2025, at 10:00 AM 
Location: State Office Building, Conference Rooms Maine A and Maine B
109 Capitol Street, Augusta, ME

Zoom Meeting link: https://mainestate.zoom.us/j/82636950379

Meeting ID: 826 3695 0379

Some devices may require downloading a free app from Zoom prior to joining the public hearing event. The Department requests that any individual requiring special arrangements to attend the hearing in person contact the agency person listed below 5 days in advance of the hearing.

In addition to the public hearing, individuals may submit written comments to the Department by the date listed in this notice.

COMMENT DEADLINE: Comments must be received by 11:59 pm on January 1st, 2026
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING:
Steven Fritzsche, Comprehensive Health Planner II
MaineCare Services
109 Capitol Street
11 State House Station
Augusta, Maine 04333-0011
(207) 624-4031 FAX: (207) 287-1864 
TTY users call Maine relay 711
Steven.Fritzsche@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different): same as above
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): The Department anticipates that this rulemaking will not have any impact on municipalities or counties.
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 22 M.R.S. §§ 42, 3173, 3173-J; 42 C.F.R. Part 8; P.L. 2023, ch. 546; P.L 2023, ch. 643; P.L. 2025, ch. 2
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): same as above
AGENCY WEBSITE: https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/oms 
EMAIL FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: emily.a.cathcart@maine.gov


AGENCY: Department of Health and Human Services, MaineCare Services 
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 101, MaineCare Benefits Manual (Chapter II, Section 66, Crisis Services)
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2025-P203
[bookmark: _Hlk213059453]BRIEF SUMMARY: This proposed rulemaking establishes 10-144 C.M.R. ch. 101, MaineCare Benefits Manual (the “MBM”) Chapter II, Section 66, Crisis Services. This proposed rule covers three distinct crisis services: Crisis Residential, Mobile Crisis Intervention Response, and Site-Based Crisis Stabilization. Crisis Residential and Site-Based Crisis Stabilization are removed from Ch. II, Sec. 65 and substantially enhanced for inclusion in a single section of policy consisting of all three crisis-specific services. In a provision of the American Rescue Plan Act of 2021, 42 U.S.C. § 1396w-6, Congress authorized states to waive certain Medicaid requirements, and established enhanced Federal Medical Assistance Percentage for this service, during a five-year period that will expire on March 31, 2027. The Department anticipates that State Plan authorization for this service will continue after March 31, 2027, pursuant to § 1905(a)(13) of the Medicaid Act (Title XIX of the Social Security Act) (42 U.S.C. § 1396d(a)(13)). The Department proposes to update descriptions of covered services and make other changes in part to assure compliance with the state of Maine’s settlement agreement with the U.S. Department of Justice. The proposed rule and accompanying Fact Sheet detailing these and other changes may be viewed in their entirety at . 
PUBLIC HEARING: The Department will hold a combined in-person and remote (via Zoom) public hearing. 
Date and time: Monday, December 22nd, 2025, at 2:00 PM 
Location: State Office Building, Conference Rooms Maine A and Maine B, 109 Capitol Street, Augusta, ME 04330
Zoom Meeting link: 
  
Meeting ID:  836 8294 8117  

Some devices may require downloading a free app from Zoom prior to joining the public hearing event. The Department requests that any individual requiring special arrangements to attend the hearing in person contact the agency person listed below 5 days in advance of the hearing. 

In addition to the public hearing, individuals may submit written comments to DHHS by the date listed in this notice. 
COMMENT DEADLINE: Comments must be received by 11:59 PM on Thursday, January 1st, 2026
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Steven Fritzsche, Comprehensive Health Planner II
109 Capitol Street, 11 State House Station, Augusta, Maine, 04333-0011
(207) 624-4031
FAX: (207) 287-1864
TTY users call Maine relay 711
Steven.Fritzsche@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different):
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): The Department anticipates that this rulemaking will not have any impact on municipalities or counties. 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: Title XIX of the Social Security Act § 1947; P.L. 2023, ch. 643; 22 M.R.S. §§ 42, 3173, 3173-J 
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): same as above
AGENCY WEBSITE:  
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: 

[bookmark: ][bookmark: ][bookmark: _Hlk124326626][bookmark: _Hlk175658805][bookmark: _Hlk175657783]ADOPTIONS

AGENCY: Department of Health and Human Services, Division of Licensing and Certification.
CHAPTER NUMBER AND TITLE: 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 108, Home and Community Support Service Agencies Licensing Rule
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2025-230

CONCISE SUMMARY:

This rulemaking operationalizes the statutory requirements of 34-B M.R.S. § 1203-B, Licenses for agencies that provide services to adults with certain conditions. Under this rule, any agency that provides a service, if that service is funded in whole or in part by the Department, to an adult with an intellectual disability, autism spectrum disorder, a related condition or an acquired brain injury, including a service provided under 22 M.R.S. § 3089 must obtain a license.  Licensure is required for providers of services regarding case management or care coordination, home support, community support, employment support, personal support, residential services, and residential care facilities.  

The rule provides standards pertaining to administration, staff, quality of care, and health and safety of clients, among other things, that will be used to determine whether an agency is qualified for licensure and to regulate licensed agencies.  The rule also establishes licensing procedures, enforcement procedures, and violations. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Wednesday, December 3, 2025

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON: 
NAME: 	Jonathan Leach
ADDRESS:	Division of Licensing and Certification, 41 Anthony Ave., 11 SHS, Augusta, ME 04330
TELEPHONE: (207) 287-5825
E-MAIL ADDRESS: Jonathan.leach@maine.gov 
AGENCY WEBSITE: https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/about/rulemaking 


[bookmark: _Hlk213059067]Agency: Department of Health and Human Services, Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention
Chapter Number and Rule Title: 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 231, Drinking Water Rule
Adoption Filing Number: 2025-232 

[bookmark: _Hlk195263597]Concise Summary: 
	
Maine CDC is adopting amendments to its Drinking Water Rule. This Rule administers the State of Maine’s drinking water requirements for approximately 1,900 public water systems for which the Department’s Maine CDC Drinking Water Program (Department), which has federal primacy. Amendments to this rule reflect current practice, through the removal of outdated language and by meeting a Legislative Resolve approved by emergency on June 21, 2021: Resolve to Protect Consumers of Public Drinking Water by Establishing Maximum Contaminant Levels for Certain Substances and Contaminants (Resolves 2021, ch. 82; S.P. – LD 129), which required public water systems to test and monitor drinking water for per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS), and the recently enacted 22 M.R.S. § 2650-A. The Department is incorporating the April 2024 federal USEPA PFAS standards, including standards set by the EPA for six PFAS compounds. Community public water systems, non-transient non-community systems, and bottled water suppliers are now required to test for PFAS and report their results to the Department, resulting in possible mitigation, if levels are reported above certain levels. This rule now requires seasonal transient public water systems and all community public water systems to test for total coliform monthly, for further protection of public health and to alert the Department to possible bacterial contamination more quickly. The rule amendment also includes a new definition for “common scheme of development” to clarify its process for identifying and regulating public water systems,.  Finally, the Department changes the rule title to reflect current Maine CDC rulemaking formatting convention.  The Department estimates that mitigation methods necessary to reduce or remove PFAS as required by this rule will result in a one-time capital expenditure of at least $50,000,000 (50 million dollars) in total for Maine’s Public Water Systems. The $50M, administered through federal safe drinking water revolving loan funds (per 30-A MRS § 5953-B) , will result in all remaining untreated Maine Public Water Systems with PFAS levels above proposed Maximum Contaminant Levels to be treated. Additionally, it is estimated that the operation and maintenance costs for the approximately 130 Public Water Systems in Maine could range from $1,000 to $100,000 per system annually.  

Effective Date: Monday, December 1, 2025

Agency Contact Person: Andrew Hardy	
Agency Name: 
Department of Health and Human Services, Maine Center for Disease Control and Prevention.
Mailing Address: 11 SHS, 286 Water Street.
Telephone Number: 207-287-4490
Email Address: andrew.hardy@maine.gov

AGENCY WEBSITE: http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/mecdc/rules/, 
https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/about/rulemaking







Note: This document was amended on December 3, 2025 at approximately 11:33 AM.
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