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STATE OF MAINE
NOTICE OF STATE AGENCY RULEMAKING

PUBLIC INPUT FOR RULES A list of state agency rule proposals is published here each Wednesday. You can get a copy of a proposed rule by contacting the person listed in the notice. You can comment on a proposed rule by submitting a written comment to the agency or by attending the public hearing, if one is scheduled. If no hearing is scheduled, you can request one.  The agency must hold a hearing if it receives 5 or more requests.  If you have a disability and need assistance to participate in a hearing, you should tell the agency at least 7 days before the hearing. ONLINE INFORMATION Weekly notices, full text of adopted rules, and a list of agency rulemaking contacts are available at this website: 

https://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/rules/index.html
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AGENCY: Department of Health and Human Services, Office for Family Independence
CHAPTER NUMBER AND TITLE: 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 302, Summer Electronic Benefit Transfer Program Rules (SUN Bucks)(Summer EBT Rule #1 – SUN Bucks)
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical 
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2025-P174
BRIEF SUMMARY: The Department proposes 10-144 C.M.R. Chapter 302; Summer Electronic Benefit Transfer Program Rules (SUN Bucks) consistent with 7 C.F.R. § 292.1. The proposed rules would establish regulations under which the Department of Health and Human Services, Office for Family Independence would administer the Summer Electronic Benefits Transfer (SEBT) Program as authorized by the U.S.D.A. – Food and Nutrition Services (F.N.S.) on April 25, 2025. Retroactive rulemaking is permissible under 22 M.R.S. § 42(8)(A) as the update is necessary to comply with federal requirements, provides a benefit to Summer Electronic Benefit Transfers (SEBT) – SUN Bucks recipients and does not adversely impact applicants, participants, beneficiaries, or providers.

In addition, the proposed rules would effectuate the SEBT Program established for the purpose of providing nutrition assistance during the summer months for each eligible child, to ensure continued access to food when school is not in session for the summer.

See http://www.maine.gov/dhhs/about/rulemaking for rules and related rulemaking documents.
PUBLIC HEARING: Monday, November 17, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. in room Maine A/B, 109 Capitol Street, Augusta, ME 04330. Please note, guest parking is available on the Capitol Street side of the building and where guests may enter the building.
The Department requests that any interested party requiring special arrangements to attend the hearing contact the agency person listed below before Monday, November 10, 2025.
COMMENT DEADLINE: Monday, December 1, 2025, at 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time.
Written public comments may be submitted via the link at https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/about/rulemaking
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING:
Evan Denno, SNAP Program Manager
Department of Health and Human Services
Office for Family Independence
109 Capitol Street
Augusta, ME 04330-6841
Phone: (207) 446-3201/Fax: (207) 287-3455
TT Users Call Maine Relay – 711
Evan.Denno@maine.gov
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different): N/A.
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES: None anticipated.
[bookmark: _Hlk10799605]STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 22 M.R.S. §§ 42(1) and (8)(A); 42 U.S.C. 1762 § 13(A).
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): N/A.
AGENCY WEBSITE: https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/ofi
E-MAIL FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULE-MAKING LIAISON: Emily.A.Cathcart@maine.gov
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AGENCY: Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Office of Professional and Occupational Regulation
CHAPTER NUMBER AND TITLE: 02-041 C.M.R. Ch. 10, Establishment of License Fees (Amend)
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2025-212

CONCISE SUMMARY:

Recently, the fee rule was amended to implement LD 2214, enacted by the 131st Legislature as P.L. 2023, c. 643.  LD 2214 directed that the fee rule be amended to the extent necessary to cover ongoing costs of two additional Elevator Inspector positions, to allow for a future reclassification or reorganization of all Elevator Inspector positions, to take into account reimbursement for required travel and expenses associated with elevator inspections, and to consolidate fees charged by the program. 

This rulemaking further amends the fee rule by clarifying that follow-up inspection and temporary use inspection fees apply to all passenger/freight elevator projects, and by ensuring that the new plan approval and initial inspection fees for Other Regulated Equipment specifically includes Limited Use Limited Application Elevators (LULA). 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE: Monday, October 27, 2025

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON: Penny Vaillancourt, Director
AGENCY NAME: Office of Professional and Occupational Regulation
ADDRESS: 35 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0035
TELEPHONE: 207-441-7153, TTY users call Maine Relay 711


AGENCY: Department of Public Safety Gambling Control Board
[bookmark: _Hlk161407310]CHAPTER NUMBER AND TITLE: 16-633 C.M.R. Ch. 19-A, Criteria for Independent Laboratory Certification
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2025-213

CONCISE SUMMARY:  

This rule implements the recent change in Maine law requiring The Gambling Control Board in cooperation with the Department of Public Safety to approve qualified independent laboratories for certification of slot machines and associated equipment from distributors and service vendors. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Wednesday, October 29, 2025 

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:  Milton Champion
AGENCY NAME: Gambling Control Board
ADDRESS: 45 Commerce Blvd., Augusta Maine 04333
TELEPHONE: 207-626-3901


AGENCY: Department of Health and Human Services, Office for Family Independence
CHAPTER NUMBER AND TITLE: 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 331, Public Assistance Manual Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF)(Maximum Benefit and Standard of Need Chart; TANF Rule #125A – COLA Updates)
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2025-215
CONCISE SUMMARY: 

The adopted rule updates the Maximum Benefit and Standard of Need Chart consistent with 22 M.R.S. § 3769-C(1)(D). This rule increases the Appendix Chart, page 3, Standard of Need and Maximum Grant, effective October 1, 2025 based on the Cost-of-Living Increase used by the Social Security Administration for that year.

The adopted rule changes are effective retroactive to October 1, 2025 consistent with SSA COLA increases, as required by statute. Retroactive rulemaking is permissible under 22 M.R.S. § 42(8)(A) as this update is necessary to comply with statutory requirements, provides a benefit to TANF recipients and does not adversely impact applicants, participants, beneficiaries, or providers.

This rule will not have an adverse impact on municipalities or small businesses.
See https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/about/rulemaking for rules and related rulemaking documents.

EFFECTIVE DATE: Sunday, November 2, 2025

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Alexandria Lauritzen, TANF Program Manager
Office for Family Independence
Department of Health & Human Services
109 Capitol Street
Augusta, ME 04333
Phone: (207) 215-7459/ Fax: (207) 287-3455
TT Users Call Maine Relay – 711
Alexandria.Lauritzen@maine.gov 
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