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STATE OF MAINE
NOTICE OF STATE AGENCY RULEMAKING

PUBLIC INPUT FOR RULES A list of state agency rule proposals is published here each Wednesday. You can get a copy of a proposed rule by contacting the person listed in the notice. You can comment on a proposed rule by submitting a written comment to the agency or by attending the public hearing, if one is scheduled. If no hearing is scheduled, you can request one.  The agency must hold a hearing if it receives 5 or more requests.  If you have a disability and need assistance to participate in a hearing, you should tell the agency at least 7 days before the hearing. ONLINE INFORMATION Weekly notices, full text of adopted rules, and a list of agency rulemaking contacts are available at this website: 

https://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/rules/index.html
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[bookmark: _Hlk210387618][bookmark: _Hlk210115451]AGENCY: Department of Health and Human Services, Office of Child and Family Services
CHAPTER NUMBER AND TITLE: 10-148 C.M.R. Ch. 31, Quality Rating and Improvement System: Rising Stars for ME
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical 
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2025-P166
BRIEF SUMMARY: This rule outlines how the Maine Department of Health and Human Services (the Department) pays a differential rate for child care services that meets or that makes substantial progress toward meeting nationally recognized quality standards, as required by 22 M.R.S.A § 3737. 

This rulemaking is necessary to make permanent changes that became effective on 9/24/25 due to Public Law 2025 c. 247, which requires that child care providers accredited in Maine by the National Association for the Education of Young Children, the American Montessori Society, the National Association for Family Child Care or the Council on Accreditation, or any of their successor organizations, or a Head Start program that meets national Head Start standards, receive the highest rating under the child care quality rating system.

The Department also proposes making additional minor changes to update the names of programs, remove criteria that is already required by 10-148 C.M.R. ch. 32, and, using the Department’s professional judgement, clarify language throughout the rule for more fluent implementation.

PUBLIC HEARING: A public hearing will be held on Monday November 3rd, 2025 at 1pm EDT (U.S. and Canada) via Zoom at: https://mainestate.zoom.us/j/85990207917.
COMMENT DEADLINE: The Department will accept written comments via U.S. mail, e-mail, or fax until Thursday, November 13th, 2025 at 11:59pm EDT (U.S. and Canada).
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING:
Connor Kelley, Quality Assurance Specialist
Maine Department of Health and Human Services
Office of Child and Family Services
2 Anthony Avenue
Augusta, Maine 04333-0011
PHONE: 207-624-7900
EMAIL: rulemaking.ocfs@maine.gov
FAX: (207) 287-3707
TTY: 711 (Deaf or Hard of Hearing)
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT: N/A
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES: The Department anticipates that this rulemaking will have no financial impact on municipalities or counties. 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 22 M.R.S.A. § 42(1); 22 M.R.S.A. § 3737
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED: 42 U.S.C. § 9857 et seq., 45 C.F.R. Part 98, and P.L. 2025 c. 247
AGENCY WEBSITE: https://www.maine.gov/dhhs/ocfs 
EMAIL FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: Emily.A.Cathcart@Maine.gov


[bookmark: _Hlk210642374]AGENCY: Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife 
CHAPTER NUMBER AND TITLE: 09-173 C.M.R. Ch. 1, Open Water and Ice Fishing Regulations (Haymock Lake)
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical 
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2025-P167
BRIEF SUMMARY:  The Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife has been petitioned to consider the following change to fishing regulations:

HAYMOCK LAKE, T7&8 R11 WELS (North Zone). General fishing laws apply, except: CI. S-19, S-25. Only 1 brook trout may exceed 14 inches.  

If adopted, the rule would open Haymock Lake to ice fishing.  A complete copy of the proposal may be requested from the agency contact person.
PUBLIC HEARING:  November 5, 2025, 5:00pm - IFW Ashland Office, 63 Station St, Ashland.  For those wishing to attend virtually via Microsoft Teams, please contact the agency contact person for login information.
COMMENT DEADLINE:  November 17, 2025 
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: Becky Orff, Inland Fisheries & Wildlife, 353 Water Street, #41 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333; becky.orff@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different):
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES: None anticipated. 
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 12 MRS Sections 10104 & 12453 
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED:
AGENCY WEBSITE: www.maine.gov/ifw 


[bookmark: _Hlk210643659]AGENCY: Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, State Board of Nursing
CHAPTER NUMBER AND TITLE: 02-380 C.M.R. Ch. 6, Delegation of Nursing Activities and Tasks to Unlicensed Assistive Personnel by Registered Professional Nurses
TYPE OF RULE: Major Substantive  
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2025-P168
BRIEF SUMMARY: The reproposed rule will replace Chapter 6 of the Board of Nursing’s rules, “Regulations Relating to Coordination and Oversight of Patient Care Services by Unlicensed Assistive Personnel.” The updated rule defines delegation and identifies the responsibilities of a registered professional nurse when delegating nursing activities and tasks to unlicensed assistive personnel. The Board of Nursing is required under 32 M.R.S. § 2102(2)(H), as amended by Public Law 2024, ch. 592 (effective August 9, 2024), to adopt major substantive rules to implement § 2102(2)(H) and (11). The Maine Legislature did not authorize the Board’s final adoption of the prior version of the rule. Resolves 2025, ch. 21. The Board of Nursing has reviewed legislative workgroup feedback and included additional detail in the reproposed rule.
PUBLIC HEARING (if any): November 6, 2025, at 9:00 am to be held at Maine State Board of Nursing, 161 Capitol Street, Augusta, ME 04333. Members of the public will also have the opportunity to attend and participate via remote means. Instructions on remote access and a link will be posted on the board’s webpage in advance of the hearing at https://www.maine.gov/boardofnursing/index.html
COMMENT DEADLINE: Friday, November 20, 2025, at 4:30pm
Written comments may be submitted to the contact person for this filing. For a copy of the proposed rule and rulemaking documents, please visit https://www.maine.gov/boardofnursing/index.html and scroll down to Laws/Rules Updates.
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: Amanda Boulay, Assistant Executive Director State Board of Nursing, 158 State House Station, Augusta, ME tel. (207) 287-1147, fax (207) 287-1149, TTY users call Maine Relay 711, Amanda.Boulay@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different): FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any):
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 32 M.R.S. § 2102(2)(H) and (11), as amended by P.L. 2024, ch. 592 (effective August 9, 2024), and 32 M.R.S. § 2153-A(1)
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different):
AGENCY WEBSITE: http://www.maine.gov/boardofnursing 
EMAIL FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: Amanda.Boulay@maine.gov


[bookmark: _Hlk210718854][bookmark: _Hlk210719700]AGENCY: Department of Environmental Protection
CHAPTER NUMBER AND TITLE: 06-096 C.M.R. Ch. 691, Rules for Underground Oil Storage Facilities
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical 
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2025-P169
BRIEF SUMMARY: Prior to enactment of P.L. 2023, ch. 16, the owner or operator of an underground storage tank (UST) used to store motor fuels or in the marketing and distribution of fuels was required to remove the tank and all associated piping from service upon expiration of the tank manufacturer's warranty, except that a double-walled UST was allowed to continue to be in service for up to 10 years beyond the expiration of the warranty, provided tightness testing was conducted to verify the integrity of the tank and the facility was brought up to current standards. 

The recent amendment to 38 M.R.S. § 564(5) removes the 10-year limitation, thereby allowing double-walled tanks to continue in service indefinitely as long as they meet all other regulatory requirements. The proposed rule revision would align Chapter 691 with the current law.

Beyond the necessary revisions to implement the amended law, the Department seeks to make the following revisions to Chapter 691.

· The last active single-walled UST storing motor fuels or used in the marketing and distribution of fuels was removed in 2020. Any new or replacement UST is required to be double-walled with continuous electronic monitoring. The Department recommends that Chapter 691 be revised to remove the unnecessary provision regarding leak detection options for single-walled USTs storing motor fuels or used in the marketing and distribution of fuels. 

· Revise Chapter 691, Appendix J: Requirements for Abandonment of Underground Oil Storage Tanks by Removal, to better align with the requirements, procedures, and operating conditions outlined in American Petroleum Institute (API) 1604; Closure of Underground Petroleum Storage Tanks and Petroleum Equipment Institute (PEI) 1700; Recommended Practices for the Closure of Underground Storage Tanks and Shop-Fabricated Aboveground Storage Tanks.

· Update Chapter 691, Appendix Q: Facility Closure Site Assessment Characterization and Notification Requirements, to align with changes to the soil and water laboratory notification levels of the Department’s Remedial Action Guidelines for Contaminated Sites (RAGs) Effective Date: November 15, 2023.

· Update Chapter 691, Appendix R: List of National Standards and Codes Cited. Update outdated standards referenced in Chapter 691 with current additions.

· Non-substantive language and formatting improvements. 

PUBLIC HEARING (if any): No public hearing is scheduled. There is a 30-day written comment period.  A public hearing will be held if the Department receives 5 or more requests before the end of the comment period.
COMMENT DEADLINE: Friday, November 14, 2025
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING:
Butch Bowie
Maine Department of Environmental Protection
17 State House Station
Augusta, ME 04333
(207) 215-4583
Butch.c.bowie@Maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different):
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): No fiscal impact on municipalities or counties is expected.
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 38 M.R.S. §§ 561 – 570-M
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different):
AGENCY WEBSITE:  www.maine.gov/dep/rules 
EMAIL FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: Tom.Graham@Maine.Gov 


[bookmark: _Hlk210728687]AGENCY:  Department of Environmental Protection
CHAPTER NUMBERS AND TITLES: 

· 06-096 C.M.R. Ch. 305, Natural Resources Protection Act – Permit by Rule Standards
· 06-096 C.M.R. Ch. 335, Significant Wildlife Habitat

TYPES OF RULES:

· Routine Technical – Sections 13 and 15 of Chapter 305	
· Major Substantive – Sections 19 and 20 of Chapter 305, and Chapter 335

PROPOSAL FILING NUMBERS: 2025-P170 (Ch. 305), 2025-P171 (Ch. 335)
BRIEF SUMMARY: This rulemaking would update Chapter 335 and Chapter 305 to account for statutory changes related to significant wildlife habitat. P.L. 2023, ch. 156 expanded the statutory list of significant wildlife habitats (38 M.R.S. 480-B(10)) to include habitat for state endangered and state threatened species. This rulemaking would add Section 12 to Chapter 335 and revise Section 20 of Chapter 305 to incorporate this change. P.L. 2025, ch. 338 changed the way significant vernal pool habitat, a type of significant wildlife habitat, is regulated. This rulemaking would incorporate those changes by further limiting development within 100 feet of a significant vernal pool depression and extending habitat protections for significant vernal pool habitat regardless of property boundaries.  

Additional objectives of the proposed Chapter 305 rulemaking are to:

· Revise Section 13, Habitat creation or enhancement and water quality improvement activities, to 1) include federally recognized Indian tribes within the state in the list of entities allowed to undertake projects, and 2) give the Department the option to allow the use of wheeled or tracked equipment in the water if certain standards are met. 
· Revise Section 15, Public boat ramps, to include federally recognized Indian tribes within the state in the list of entities allowed to undertake projects under Section 15. 
· Update the erosion and sedimentation control standards in Section 19, Activities in, on or over significant vernal pool habitat, and Section 20, Activities located in, on or over high or moderate value inland waterfowl and wading bird habitat or shorebird nesting, feeding, and staging areas. 

PUBLIC HEARING (if any): November 6, 2025, 9:00 a.m., Room 101 Deering Building, 90 Blossom Lane, Augusta, Maine 04330
COMMENT DEADLINE: November, 17, 2025
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING:
Naomi Kirk-Lawlor
17 State House Station
Augusta, Me 04333
Phone: 207-287-7844 
naomi.kirk-lawlor@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different): N/A
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): None
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 38 M.R.S. §344(7); 38 M.R.S. §341-H; P.L. 2023 ch. 156; P.L. 2025 ch. 338; 38 M.R.S. §480-BB
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): see above
AGENCY WEBSITE:  www.maine.gov/dep/rules 
EMAIL FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: Tom.Graham@maine.gov 


[bookmark: _Hlk210735283]AGENCY: Maine Department of Corrections
CHAPTER NUMBER AND TITLE:  03-201 C.M.R. Ch. 10, Policy and Procedure Manual – Adult (Section 20.1, Adult Resident Discipline)
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical 
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2025-P172
BRIEF SUMMARY: This rule is proposed to be repealed and replaced to clarify procedures that must be followed in disciplining residents of Department adult correctional facilities and to add new violations. Copies of the proposed rule are available upon request by contacting the Department contact person identified below or on the Department of Corrections website at https://www.maine.gov/corrections/policies in the “Recently Proposed Rules” section. Pursuant to Maine law, interested parties are publicly notified of the proposed rulemaking and are provided with an opportunity for comment. 
PUBLIC HEARING (if any): November 3, 2025, from 10:00 A.M. to 12:00 P.M. in person in the MDOC Board Room, 3rd Floor, Tyson Building, 25 Tyson Drive, Augusta, ME. The Department requests that any interested party requiring special arrangements to attend the hearing contact the agency person listed below before October 27, 2025.
COMMENT DEADLINE:  Comments on the proposed rule may be submitted no later than 5:00 P.M. on November 17, 2025. Interested parties may submit comments to the Maine Department of Corrections (MDOC) in the following manner(s):

· Navigating to the MDOC website at https://www.maine.gov/corrections/policiesandrules/comment and clicking on “Submit Comments” to fill out the “Rulemaking Public Comment” form (Preferred);
· By email to: Mary.A.Lucia@maine.gov; or
· In writing to: Mary Lucia, Maine Department of Corrections, 111 SHS, Augusta ME 04333.

CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING:
Mary Lucia
Department of Correction 
111 SHS
Augusta ME 04333
Phone: (207) 530-0983
Fax: (207) 287-4370
mary.a.lucia@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different): N/A
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any):  None
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE:  Title 34-A, Section 3032
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): N/A
AGENCY WEBSITE: https://www.maine.gov/corrections/ 
EMAIL FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: mary.a.lucia@maine.gov 


[bookmark: _Hlk210809223]AGENCY:  Public Utilities Commission
CHAPTER NUMBER AND TITLE:  65-407 C.M.R. Ch. 331, Notice for Property to Be Taken by Eminent Domain for or Property Abutting the Construction, Rebuilding, or Relocation of a High-Impact Electric Transmission Line
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical 
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2025-P173
BRIEF SUMMARY:  The Commission proposes to set forth the requirements for the notice to be given to: (1) real property owners whose property is subject to eminent domain for use in the construction, rebuilding, or relocation of a High-Impact Transmission Line by either an entity selected by the Commission to construct a High-Impact Transmission Line pursuant to 35-A M.R.S. § 3210-I (2) or a Transmission and Distribution Utility; and (2) the owners of property abutting a proposed High-Impact Transmission Line.  The proposed rule also provides the requirements for the educational materials that must be provided to property owners with this notice.     
PUBLIC HEARING: Friday, November 7, 2025 at 1:00pm at the Public Utilities Commission, 26 Katherine Drive, Hallowell, Maine 04347. Persons unable to attend this conference in person may elect to participate virtually by emailing Dale Coty at dale.coty@maine.gov at the Commission and requesting a Microsoft Teams invitation. Those unable to attend via video may participate by phone using the dial-in information that appears on the Microsoft Teams invitation (obtained as described above). 
COMMENT DEADLINE: November 18, 2025. Comments on the proposed rule may be filed electronically using the Commission’s Case Management System (CMS) or may be sent in writing to the Administrative Director on or before November 18, 2025.  Initial comments on the proposed rule may be filed using the Commission's CMS, in Docket No. 2025-00279, on or before November 4, 2025. Written comments should refer to the docket number of this proceeding, and be sent to the Administrative Director, Public Utilities Commission, 18 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333-0018.
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING : Rob Creamer, 18 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333; (207) 287- 1389; Robert.A.Creamer@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different):
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): None
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 35-A M.R.S. §§ 104, 111, and 3136.
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different):
AGENCY WEBSITE:  www.maine.gov/mpuc  
EMAIL FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: pamela.kowalchuk@maine.gov 
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AGENCY:  Clean-Up and Response Fund Review Board
[bookmark: _Hlk185235418]CHAPTER NUMBER AND TITLE: 90-564 C.M.R. Ch. 4, Oil Import Fees
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2025-195

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The amendments to Chapter 4, Oil Import Fees adjust the fees listed in Section 4 of the rule by increasing the fee from 18 cents per barrel of gasoline to 20 cents per barrel as well as increasing the fee from 6 cents per barrel for other petroleum products except unrefined crude oil, liquid asphalt, and number 6 fuel oil to 10 cents per barrel.

EFFECTIVE DATE: Sunday, October 19, 2025

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON: 		Christopher Fournier
AGENCY NAME: 				Department of Environmental Protection
ADDRESS: 					17 State House Station
						Augusta, ME 04333
TELEPHONE: 				(207) 287-7860
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