

Publication Date: Wednesday, October 7, 2026
STATE OF MAINE
NOTICE OF STATE AGENCY RULEMAKING

PUBLIC INPUT FOR RULES A list of state agency rule proposals is published here each Wednesday. You can get a copy of a proposed rule by contacting the person listed in the notice. You can comment on a proposed rule by submitting a written comment to the agency or by attending the public hearing, if one is scheduled. If no hearing is scheduled, you can request one.  The agency must hold a hearing if it receives 5 or more requests.  If you have a disability and need assistance to participate in a hearing, you should tell the agency at least 7 days before the hearing. ONLINE INFORMATION Weekly notices, full text of adopted rules, and a list of agency rulemaking contacts are available at this website: 

https://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/rules/index.html
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AGENCY NAME:  Maine Library Commission
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 94-075 C.M.R. Ch. 1,  The Maine Regional Library System
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P226
BRIEF SUMMARY:  27 M.R.S. § 112(2) charges the Maine Library Commission with “[e]stablish[ing] the policies and operations of the Maine State Library and the State's library program including minimum standards of library service, the apportionment of state aid to libraries, the designation of library regions and their boundaries, the endorsement of the designation of area reference and resource centers and the designation of research centers after full consideration of the advice of the State Librarian.”  This rule establishes the geographic boundaries of the regions of the Maine Regional Library System and assigns libraries and Area Reference and Resource Centers to each region. This rule also identifies services provided by the Maine State Library to members of the Maine Regional Library System and sets forth the eligibility criteria that must be met in order for member libraries to receive each of the services.  Finally, this rule establishes the dates by which libraries must be in compliance, and explains how non-compliance will be determined and addressed.  This rule replaces the existing Chapter 1, the contents of which are subsumed within the new rule. 
PUBLIC HEARING: October 27, 2026, 9am to 11am, at the former Augusta Mental Health Institute (AMHI) campus, 90 Blossom Lane, Deering Building, Room 101, Augusta, ME 04333, and via Zoom https://mainestate.zoom.us/j/83958164926?pwd=qgYPAkJdMPmTcgkuW4lzitaRfEWsFF.1 Meeting ID 839 5816 4926; Passcode 70768896 
COMMENT DEADLINE: November 20, 2026 at 5:00 p.m.
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Lori Stockman, State Librarian
Cultural Building/230 State Street
64 SHS
Augusta, ME  04333
Maine Relay 711
207-287-5600 (v)
207-287-5624 (f) 
Lori.Stockman@maine.gov    
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different):  N/A
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any):  Public libraries that do not come into compliance with the rule by the dates established in the rule will not have access to certain services provided by the Maine State Library.  Municipalities might choose to continue to offer those services at the municipality’s expense.
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE:  27 M.R.S. § 111(2)
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): 27 M.R.S. § 112(2)
AGENCY WEBSITE: www.maine.gov/msl
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: Lori.Stockman@maine.gov 


AGENCY NAME: Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, State Board of Nursing
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 02-380 C.M.R. Ch. 8, Rule Relating to Advanced Practice Registered Nurses 
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P157 (Second Notice)
BRIEF SUMMARY: On February 17, 2026, Public Law Chapter 540 “An Act to Address Maine’s Health Care Workforce Shortage and Improve Access to Care” was enacted authorizing the State Board of Nursing to modernize current licensing requirements by establishing practice standards including the length of time a certified nurse practitioner must practice as an advanced practice registered nurse; any requirements for employment by a clinic or hospital that has a supervising nurse practitioner within the clinic or hospital serving in a mentorship role to a certified nurse practitioner; and any other factors determined necessary by the board. The proposed amendments to Chapter 8 include updating language for standardization, formatting, adding definitions, updating requirements for initial approval, adding practice standards for mentorship by a certified nurse practitioner, updating the requirement of evidence of an active RN license throughout licensure as an advanced practice registered nurse and updating requirements relating to temporary approval to practice pending certification.  On September 2-3, 2026, the Board reviewed comments submitted on the initial proposed amendment and chose to make additional changes to include the exception for a supervisory mentorship with a physician and updating the time required for clinical practice for a nurse practitioner under the exception section to reflect the same 1-year clinical practice requirement noted in Section 2(2)(A).  
PUBLIC HEARING: None planned. Requests to hold a public hearing by any interested party may be submitted in writing to the identified agency contact person.
COMMENT DEADLINE: November 7, 2026, 430pm
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Amanda Boulay
161 Capitol St/ 158 SHS Augusta ME 04330
207-287-1147
207-287-1149
Amanda.boulay@maine.gov  
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different):
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): none
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 32 M.R.S. § 2102 as amended by P.L. Chapter 540 (effective February 17, 2026), 32 M.R.S § 2153-A(1), 32 M.R.S. § 2205-B as amended by P.L. Chapter 540 (effective February 17, 2026), and 32 M.R.S. §§ 2210-2211 
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different):
AGENCY WEBSITE: https://www.maine.gov/boardofnursing/index.html
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: Amanda.boulay@maine.gov 


AGENCY NAME: Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Office of Professional and Occupational Regulation, Board of Occupational Therapy Practice
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 02-477 C.M.R. Ch. 7, Code of Ethics
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P227
BRIEF SUMMARY: The Board of Occupational Therapy Practice proposes to adopt the 2025 American Occupational Therapy Association (AOTA) Code of Ethics.  Copies of the proposed rule and the rulemaking documents can be accessed at https://www.maine.gov/pfr/professionallicensing/professions/board-occupational-therapy-practice. 
PUBLIC HEARING: N/A.  Pursuant to  5 M.R.S. § 8052(1) and § 8053(7)(A), a hearing may be requested by five (5) interested persons by submitting a request in writing to the contact person for this filing.  
COMMENT DEADLINE: Friday, November 6, 2026 at 5:00 p.m. EST.  Comments on the proposed rule may be submitted by emailing Candice.B.Wright@maine.gov or by mailing comments to the Maine Board of Occupational Therapy Practice, Attn: Candice Wright, 35 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0035.
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Candice Wright, Regulatory Board Manager, 35 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0035, T: 207-624-8601, TTY: Maine relay 711, F: 207-624-8637, Candice.B.Wright@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different): N/A
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): N/A
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 32 M.R.S. § 2274(2)
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): N/A
AGENCY WEBSITE: https://www.maine.gov/pfr/professionallicensing/professions/board-occupational-therapy-practice
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: Penny.Vaillancourt@maine.gov 
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[bookmark: _Hlk213059067]AGENCY NAME: Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 09-137 C.M.R. Ch. 16, Hunting [16.07 – Deer Hunting (Special Regulations and Closures]
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical  
[bookmark: _Hlk214621423]RULE ACTION: Amendment of Existing Rule
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-211

CONCISE SUMMARY:

In accordance with 12 MRS, §11401, the Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife in conjunction with the Town of Tremont in Hancock County has adopted a rule to conduct a deer hunt during the month of November beginning in 2026 and extending for 3 years. Deer taken during this special hunt are in addition to the statewide bag limit. All other specifications of the special hunt set by the Town and all other laws and rules relating to deer hunting shall apply. Please contact the agency contact person for a complete copy of the rule.  

EFFECTIVE DATE: Wednesday, September 30, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Becky Orff
Agency Name: Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
Mailing Address: 353 Water Street, 41 SHS
Telephone Number: 207-287-5202
Email Address: becky.orff@maine.gov 


AGENCY NAME: Department of Marine Resources
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 13-188 C.M.R. Ch. 36, Atlantic Herring [2026 Season 2 Effort Measures]
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical  
RULE ACTION: Amendment of Existing Rule
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-212

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The Days Out Commissioners have set zero landing days for October 1 through October 11, 2026 for Season 2 of the Atlantic herring fishery. Two landing days have been designated beginning October 12 at 12:01 a.m. through October 13 at 11:59 p.m., followed by zero landing days October 14 through to November 8, 2026. Four consecutive landing days have been designated starting Monday, November 9 at 12:01 a.m. through to Thursday at 11:59 p.m., weekly. The Commissioner has determined that it is necessary to take emergency action to comply with the changes to the interstate management of the Atlantic herring resource and to reduce the risk of an overage in the Area 1A sub-ACL that could deplete the supply of Atlantic herring. The Commissioner hereby adopts this emergency regulation as authorized by 12 M.R.S. §6171(3)(C).   

EFFECTIVE DATE: Wednesday, September 30, 2026 (Emergency Rule)

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Aurora Burgess
Agency Name: Department of Marine Resources
Mailing Address: 21 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333
Telephone Number: (207) 592-0295
Email Address: DMR.rulemaking@maine.gov 



AGENCY: Department of Administrative and Financial Services (DAFS), Maine Revenue Services (MRS)
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 18-125 C.M.R. Ch. 104, Filing of Maine Tax Returns
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-213

CONCISE SUMMARY:

Maine Revenue Services (“MRS”) is proposing to amend Rule 104 (“Filing of Maine Tax Returns”) to add any tax return and tax return schedules and worksheets for which MRS provides a program of electronic filing or electronic data submission to the list of forms that are subject to the electronic filing mandate.  The rule also proposes to impose an electronic filing requirement beginning in 2026 on certain taxpayers and tax return preparers filing fuel tax or cigarette tax refund applications and, beginning in 2027, that file mining excise tax or composite income tax forms.  The rule removes service provider and initiator of deposit tax returns from the list of returns that are required to be filed electronically.  Other technical changes are made to the rule to enhance clarity. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Wednesday, October 7, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Alex Weber, General Counsel
Agency Name: Maine Revenue Services
Mailing Address: 24 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333
Telephone Number: 207-624-9712
Email Address: alexander.j.weber@maine.gov


AGENCY: Department of Administrative and Financial Services (DAFS), Maine Revenue Services (MRS)
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 18-125 C.M.R. Ch. 806, Nonresident Individual Income Tax
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-214

CONCISE SUMMARY:

Maine Revenue Services (“MRS”) is proposing to amend Rule 806 (“Nonresident Individual Income Tax”) to clarify that contributions to the Maine Paid Family and Medical Leave Act program is compensation for purposes of determining income of a nonresident individual subject to Maine income tax.  Also, consistent with the federal Servicemembers Civil Relief Act and the provisions of other Maine tax law,  the rule adds to certain military pay earned or derived by a nonresident individual that is not subject to Maine income tax to include, in addition to compensation paid to active members of other branches of the military, the compensation paid by the United States to active duty members of the Space Force, the commissioned corps of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and the commissioned corps of the Public Health Service who are assigned to a military air base, naval station, or any facility in Maine, public or private, to which they must report under service orders.  Other technical changes are made to the rule to enhance clarity and to remove gender-specific language. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Wednesday, October 7, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Alex Weber, General Counsel
Agency Name: Maine Revenue Services
Mailing Address: 24 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333
Telephone Number: 207-624-9712
Email Address: alexander.j.weber@maine.gov


AGENCY: Department of Administrative and Financial Services (DAFS), Maine Revenue Services (MRS)
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 18-125 C.M.R. Ch. 807, Residency
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-215

CONCISE SUMMARY:

Maine Revenue Services (“MRS”) is proposing to amend Rule 807 (“Residency”) to clarify the determination of when an individual is treated as a “safe harbor” resident (i.e. a resident treated as a nonresident due to spending a significant amount of time outside Maine) and to clarify that certain military compensation derived by a Maine resident from service in the Space Force outside Maine is not taxable to Maine.  Other technical changes are made to enhance clarity. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Wednesday, October 7, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Alex Weber, General Counsel
Agency Name: Maine Revenue Services
Mailing Address: 24 State House Station, Augusta, Maine 04333
Telephone Number: 207-624-9712
Email Address: alexander.j.weber@maine.gov


AGENCY NAME: Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 01-001 C.M.R. Ch. 272, European Larch Canker Quarantine
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical  
RULE ACTION: Repeal of Existing Rule
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-216

CONCISE SUMMARY:

[bookmark: _Hlk213061229]European larch canker has been a federally regulated pest for over 50 years.  Maine has been partially infested with European larch canker since the 1970s. To maintain its partially infested status with the USDA (United States Department of Agriculture), Maine has been required to implement a program to conduct an annual survey to monitor the spread of European larch canker within the state. The state has been monitoring the spread of this pest for the past 40 years.  USDA-APHIS requests that states maintain parallel regulations to their federal quarantines. Maine will no longer need to meet this requirement since the USDA will repeal the federal quarantine soon.  

EFFECTIVE DATE: Wednesday, October 7, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Gary Fish
Agency Name: Department of Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry
Mailing Address: State House Station 28, Augusta, ME 04333-0028
Telephone Number: 207-287-7545
Email Address: gary.fish@maine.gov 


AGENCY NAME: Department of Health and Human Services, Office for Family Independence
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 301, Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) Rules [Section 111-2, SNAP Rule #246A – Special Immigrant Juveniles]
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
RULE ACTION: Amendment of Existing Rule
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-217

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The Department adopts routine technical changes to 10-144 C.M.R. Ch. 301; Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) Rules to ensure compliance with P.L. 2025, Ch. 647, 1-A signed into law on April 6, 2026. Consistent with P.L. 2025, Ch. 647, 1-A, the adopted rule updates Section 111-2 to provide clarity for participants, applicants, and Department staff for Special Immigrant Juvenile requirements and survivors of human trafficking that do not qualify for federal food assistance benefits who may be potentially eligible for State Funded SNAP. In response to public comments, the following changes have been made to the final rule: 4(C)(5)(a)(ii) removed “court documentation establishing Special Immigrant Juvenile classification, including an order or other official record that includes” and has been replaced by “documentation issued by DHS showing adjustment of status based on Special Immigrant Juvenile Status that includes the individual’s full name and immigration related A-Number.” 4(C)(5)(a)(iii) has been updated to “an approved petition for Special Immigrant Juvenile Status issued by DHS that contains the individual’s full name and immigration related A-Number.” In addition, 4(C)(5)(a)(iii)(a-d) have been removed. 4(C)(5)(b) has been updated to “To aid in the verification process, individuals with this noncitizen status are encouraged to provide the most current version of a notice or other document from DHS confirming approval of Special Immigrant Juvenile classification that contains the individual’s full name and at least one of the following:” 4(C)(5)(b)(1-3) have been added. 4(D)(3)(a)(iii) has been added as “the individual is under 18 years of age and not in the care and custody of a parent or guardian, or has one or more of the parents in their household who meet i or ii above.” In addition, other non-substantive changes are adopted to correct typographical errors and align the rule language with the amended language in the law. 

EFFECTIVE DATE: Saturday, October 10, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Evan Denno, Program Manager - SNAP
Agency Name: DHHS – Office for Family Independence
Mailing Address: 109 Capitol Street, Augusta, ME 04333-0011
Telephone Number: (207) 446-3201
Email Address: Evan.Denno@maine.gov 


AGENCY NAME: Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Bureau of Insurance
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 02-031 C.M.R. Ch. 135, Employee Benefit Excess Insurance
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical  
RULE ACTION: Amendment of Existing Rule
ADOPTION FILING NUMBER: 2026-218

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The rule is amended due to activity in the market. 
  

EFFECTIVE DATE: Saturday, October 10, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON:
Name: Stacy Bergendahl	
Agency Name: Bureau of Insurance
Mailing Address: 34 State House Station, Augusta, ME, 04333-0034
 
Telephone Number:  (207) 624-8537
Email Address:  
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