Publication Date: Wednesday, May 20, 2026
STATE OF MAINE
NOTICE OF STATE AGENCY RULEMAKING

PUBLIC INPUT FOR RULES A list of state agency rule proposals is published here each Wednesday. You can get a copy of a proposed rule by contacting the person listed in the notice. You can comment on a proposed rule by submitting a written comment to the agency or by attending the public hearing, if one is scheduled. If no hearing is scheduled, you can request one.  The agency must hold a hearing if it receives 5 or more requests.  If you have a disability and need assistance to participate in a hearing, you should tell the agency at least 7 days before the hearing. ONLINE INFORMATION Weekly notices, full text of adopted rules, and a list of agency rulemaking contacts are available at this website: 

https://www.maine.gov/sos/cec/rules/index.html
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[bookmark: _Hlk213059876]AGENCY: Department of Professional and Financial Regulation, Maine Board of Pharmacy
CHAPTER NUMBERS AND RULE TITLES:

· 02-392 C.M.R. Ch. 1, Definitions [Amend]
· 02-392 C.M.R. Ch. 20-A, Self-Service Customer Kiosks [Amend] 
· 02-392 C.M.R. Ch. 21, Centralized Pharmacy Services [Amend current Chapter 21, Central Prescription Processing] 
· 02-392 C.M.R. Ch. 24, Retention of Records by Pharmacies [Amend]
· Appendix A, Violations For Which Citation May be Issued [Amend]

TYPES OF RULES: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBERS: 2026-P123 (Ch. 1), 2026-P124 (Ch. 20-A), 2026-P125 (Ch. 21), 2026-P126 (Ch. 24), 2026-P127 (Appendix A)
[bookmark: _Hlk213059453]BRIEF SUMMARY: In December 2025, the Board proposed to update its rules regarding centralized pharmacy services.  After considering the comments submitted and additional information presented by board staff, the Board is proposing new versions of the rule chapters which set forth the requirements when multiple entities work together to perform centralized pharmacy services, which includes all activities, functions, obligations and responsibilities required by Board rules in connection with the processing, filling, refilling, or dispensing of a prescription drug order.   Copies of the proposed rules and the rulemaking forms can be accessed at https://www.maine.gov/pfr/professionallicensing/professions/board-pharmacy.

DETAILED SUMMARY:

The proposed rulemaking updates the Board’s rules on centralized pharmacy services.  The proposed changes remove unregistered facilities (as identified in 32 M.R.S. § 13721(1)(D) and Chapter 3 of Board rules), rural health centers and free clinics from the rule on centralized pharmacy services, clarifies that any centralized pharmacy services entity must be licensed by the Board pursuant to Chapter 8 (including closed-shop pharmacies) or Chapter 11 of Board rules, sets forth the requirements of the policies and procedures manual that must be maintained by each centralized pharmacy services entity performing or contracting for the performance of centralized pharmacy services, provides that a centralized pharmacy services entity may either deliver or mail medications to another centralized pharmacy services entity for final dispensing to the patient or dispense and deliver medications directly to the patient, subject to any restrictions contained in federal laws and regulations, and updates labeling and notice to patients requirements for prescriptions filled through centralized pharmacy services.  The proposed rulemaking adds a definition for “DDA,” the Drug Distributor Accreditation program administered by NABP and removes the outdated term “VAWD” or “Verified-Accredited Wholesale Distributor” program administered by NABP.   The proposed changes to Chapter 20-A include adding pharmacy interns to those licensees who may load finished refill prescriptions into a self-service customer kiosk or remove unclaimed prescriptions from a self-service customer kiosk or open the kiosk, subject to the other requirements set forth in rule.  The proposed changes include corresponding updates to Appendix A, Violations for Which Citation May be Issued, due to the changes to Chapter 21.

PUBLIC HEARING: N/A. Pursuant to 5 M.R.S. § 8052(1) and § 8053(7)(A), a hearing may be requested by five (5) interested persons by submitting a request in writing to the contact person for this filing. 
COMMENT DEADLINE: Monday, June 22, 2026 by 5:00 p.m. EST.  Comments may be submitted in writing:  (1) by e-mail to Kristin Racine at kristin.racine@maine.gov or (2) by mail to the Maine Board of Pharmacy, 35 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0035. 
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Penny Vaillancourt, Director, Office of Professional and Occupational Regulation
35 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333-0035
207-441-7153
207-624-8637
TTY users call Maine Relay 711
Penny.Vaillancourt@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different): N/A
[bookmark: _Hlk213059925]FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): N/A
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 32 M.R.S. §§ 13720, 13721, 13722, 13723, 13751(3), 13784, 13785, 13794
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): N/A
AGENCY WEBSITE: https://www.maine.gov/pfr/professionallicensing/professions/board-pharmacy
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: Penny.Vaillancourt@maine.gov


[bookmark: _Hlk229581664]AGENCY: Maine Public Employees Retirement System
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 94-411 C.M.R. Ch. 410, Retirees Returning to Work
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P128
BRIEF SUMMARY: This chapter places restrictions on retirees reemployment while receiving a MainePERS retirement benefit. This proposed repeal and replacement rule narrows  those restrictions to only those otherwise required by law, including only applying restrictions to retirees returning to work with the same employer, incorporates information on early distribution taxes and clarifies the language of the rule. 
PUBLIC HEARING: Thursday, June 11, 2026, 1:00 PM, 139 Capitol Street, Augusta, ME
COMMENT DEADLINE : Monday, June 22, 2026, 4:00 PM
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Bill Brown, Director of Actuarial and Legislative Affairs
P.O. Box 349, Augusta, ME 04332
1-800-451-9800 or (207) 512-3100
(207) 512-3101
711
bill.brown@mainepers.org
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different): N/A
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): There is no anticipated financial impact of this restated rule.
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 5 M.R.S. §§ 17103(4), 17603(9), 18205(9); 18801
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): N/A
AGENCY WEBSITE: www.mainepers.org 
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: rulemaking@mainepers.org 


AGENCY: Maine Public Employees Retirement System
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 94-411 C.M.R. Ch. 602, Procedures for Contract Awards
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P129
BRIEF SUMMARY: This Chapter outlines the procedure that may be used in selecting a contractor to provide deliverables to MainePERS. The proposed amended rule provides clarifications about the applicability of the rule, conforms to updated practices and updates language for clarity and accuracy.
PUBLIC HEARING: Thursday, June 11, 2026, 1:00 PM, 139 Capitol Street, Augusta, ME
COMMENT DEADLINE: Monday, June 22, 2026, 4:00 PM
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Bill Brown, Director of Actuarial and Legislative Affairs
P.O. Box 349, Augusta, ME 04332
1-800-451-9800 or (207) 512-3100
(207) 512-3101
711
bill.brown@mainepers.org 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different): N/A
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): There is no anticipated financial impact of this proposed amended rule.
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 5 M.R.S. §§ 17103
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): N/A
AGENCY WEBSITE:
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: rulemaking@mainepers.org 


AGENCY: Maine Public Employees Retirement System
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 94-411 C.M.R. Ch. 703, Advisory Rulings
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P130
BRIEF SUMMARY: This Chapter establishes the procedures for the submission, consideration and disposition for requests for advisory rulings as required by 5 M.R.S. § 9001.
PUBLIC HEARING: Thursday, June 11, 2026, 1:00 PM, 139 Capitol Street, Augusta, ME
COMMENT DEADLINE: Monday, June 22, 2026, 4:00 PM
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Bill Brown, Director of Actuarial and Legislative Affairs
P.O. Box 349, Augusta, ME 04332
1-800-451-9800 or (207) 512-3100
(207) 512-3101
711
bill.brown@mainepers.org 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT (if different): N/A
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES (if any): There is no estimated financial impact of this proposed new rule
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 5 M.R.S. §§ 9001, 17103, and 17105
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED (if different): N/A
AGENCY WEBSITE: www.mainepers.org 
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON: rulemaking@mainepers.org 

[bookmark: _Hlk229665934]
AGENCY: Department of Marine Resources
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 13-188 C.M.R. Ch. 11, Scallops [Apprentice Program]
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P131
BRIEF SUMMARY: This proposed rule-making amends the limited entry system for scallop licenses.  Scallop dive licenses are proposed to be issued through a license lottery held annually, as is currently the case.  Scallop drag licenses would be issued through a license lottery annually, but individuals selected through the lottery will need to complete a Scallop Drag Apprenticeship Program before they will be eligible to purchase their scallop drag license. 
[bookmark: _Hlk219288834]PUBLIC HEARING: June 10, 2026 at 5:30 p.m. – DMR Conference Room 118, Marquardt Building, 32 Blossom Lane, Augusta ME and remotely via Microsoft Teams. Remote access information is posted to  under meetings.
COMMENT DEADLINE: June 22, 2026
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING: 
Name: Deirdre Gilbert
Mailing Address: 21 State House Station, Augusta, ME 04333
Telephone Number: 207-624-6553
Fax Number: 207-624-6024
TTY Number: 877-243-2823, TTY 711
Email Address: DMR.rulemaking@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT: Same
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES: None
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: § 6702
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED: Same
AGENCY WEBSITE:  
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON:  


AGENCY: Department of Marine Resources
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE: 13-188 C.M.R. Ch. 26, Sea Urchins [2026-2027 Season]
TYPE OF RULE: Routine Technical
PROPOSAL FILING NUMBER: 2026-P132
BRIEF SUMMARY: This regulation would establish open harvest days for the taking of sea urchins by divers, rakers, trappers, and draggers in Zones 1 and 2 for the 2026-2027 season. For Zone 1, seasons are proposed for divers, trappers, rakers and draggers in 2026-2027, from which harvesters may only fish up to 15 days of their choosing, the same number of days allowed during the 2025-2026 season. For Zone 1, the daily tote limit is nine (9). For Zone 2, 40-day seasons are proposed for divers, trappers, rakers and draggers in 2026-2027, from which harvesters may only fish up to 30 days of their choosing. This proposal has the same number of fishing days and opportunity days as the 2025-2026 season. For the Whiting & Dennys Bays Limited Access Area in Zone 2, a 12-day season is proposed for Zone 2 divers, trappers, rakers and draggers in 2026-2027. For Zone 2, the daily tote limit is six (6).  The rule proposes to allow urchin harvest to begin ½ hour before sunrise instead of sunrise, which is currently the case.
PUBLIC HEARING:  June 8, 2026, 5:00pm. DMR HQ, room 118 Marquardt Building (32 Blossom Lane, Augusta ME), with an option to participate remotely via Microsoft Teams. For information on how to join the hearing, please visit: . Instructions will be posted on DMR’s homepage under meetings and events.
COMMENT DEADLINE:  June 18, 2026
CONTACT PERSON FOR THIS FILING:
Deirdre Gilbert
Mailing Address: 21 State House Station, Augusta Maine 04333-0021
Telephone: 207-624-6553
Fax: 207-624-6024
TTY: 877-243-2823, TTY 711
Email: dmr.rulemaking@maine.gov 
CONTACT PERSON FOR SMALL BUSINESS IMPACT STATEMENT: Same
FINANCIAL IMPACT ON MUNICIPALITIES OR COUNTIES: None
STATUTORY AUTHORITY FOR THIS RULE: 12 MRS §6749
SUBSTANTIVE STATE OR FEDERAL LAW BEING IMPLEMENTED: Same
AGENCY WEBSITE:  
EMAIL ADDRESS FOR OVERALL AGENCY RULEMAKING LIAISON:  
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[bookmark: _Hlk213059067]AGENCY: Department of Agriculture, Conservation, and Forestry
CHAPTER NUMBER AND RULE TITLE:

C.M.R. Ch. 407, Financial Support for PFAS Blood Serum Testing
C.M.R. Ch. 408, Financial Support for Mental Health Care

ADOPTION FILING NUMBERS: 2026-116 (Ch. 407), 2026-117 (Ch. 408)

CONCISE SUMMARY:

The rules are being revised to refine eligibility criteria and align the PFAS Fund’s appeal procedures with DACF’s appeal procedures defined in 01-001 C.M.R. c. 8.
  

EFFECTIVE DATE: Tuesday, May 19, 2026

AGENCY CONTACT PERSON: Beth Valentine
Agency Name: Agriculture, Conservation and Forestry 
Mailing Address: 22 SHS Augusta, ME 04333-0022
Telephone Number: 207-313-0962
Email Address:  
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