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BUREAU OF EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES (MAINE EMS)

Chapter 6:
ADVANCED LIFE SUPPORT DRUGS AND MEDICATIONS
§1.
GENERAL

1.
For the purpose of this Section, "drugs and medications" include only those substances used in the delivery of Advanced Emergency Medical Treatment consistent with Maine EMS Protocol. Maine EMS will maintain a list of approved drugs and medications and will revise and publish the list when changes in protocol dictate.
2.
A service authorized by Board license or permit to handle drugs or medications shall use as the source of drugs and medications a single hospital that has a pharmacy, several hospitals with either individual or central supply points, or some other source approved by the Board. The system of drugs and medications distribution will be overseen by a responsible pharmacist, or by a regional medical director or his/her physician designee.
3.
A service authorized by Board license or permit to handle drugs or medications shall operate consistent with these Rules except when an alternative system for the supply, storage, and logging of drugs and medications has been approved by a responsible pharmacist, by the regional medical director, and by Maine EMS. Under any such system, all drugs and medications shall be properly stored with provision for climate control.
4.
Any instances of missing controlled drugs or medications must be reported to Maine EMS as soon as possible. A full report of the service’s investigation of the missing drugs and any action the service may have taken regarding the incident must be sent to MEMS as soon as it is complete.
§2.
STORING DRUGS AND MEDICATIONS

1.
All drugs and medications must be stored in packaging as dispensed and labeled by a pharmacy.
2.
All drugs and medications shall be properly stored with provision for reasonable climate control.
3.
Unless otherwise approved by the Board, all drugs and medications must be secured in a storage box. The box must be secured with a one-time, pharmacy-type, numbered seal applied and recorded by an authorized representative of the hospital. The box must have a label attached indicating the name of the earliest expiring item and its expiration date.
4.
A drug/medication log for each vehicle (or, in the case of a non-transporting service, for each drug box) must be kept by the service indicating:
A.
Date the service received the storage box with new seals.
B.
Seal numbers (old and new) whenever seal is broken and replaced.
C.
Use and disposal of drugs/medications including applicable Maine EMS patient/run record number.
D.
Legible signature and license number of person making the log entry.
E.
To ensure that drugs and medications have not expired or been tampered with, the integrity of the seal and the expiration date must be checked at least weekly and recorded in the drug/medication log. Any service utilizing only one licensee authorized to treat with drugs and medications will insure that this check of seal integrity is carried out by an authorized official of the service other than this licensee.
F.
The drug/medication log will be checked at the annual service inspection, or as requested by the Board. Services shall maintain drug/medication logs for a minimum of 5 years.
G.
A service authorized by Board license or permit to handle drugs or medications and which elects to store those drugs that have been approved by the Board to be stored outside of the sealed drug box, shall comply with these Rules as applicable and any criteria approved and published by the Board.
§3.
PRESCRIBING, ORDERING, AND RECORDING

The administration of drugs to a patient shall be determined by applicable protocols and recorded on the run report.
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