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FIFTY-NINTH REPORT

The Maine State Board of Licensure for Professional Engineers was established in 1935 to protect the public through regulation of the practice of engineering in the State of Maine by establishing and maintaining professional standards.

The Board is authorized to examine, certify, and grant certificates to applicants who satisfactorily qualify as Professional Engineers and as Engineer-Interns; to renew all professional engineering licenses every two years upon payment of a specified renewal fee; to publish and distribute a roster of all professional engineers; to make an annual report; to make rules and regulations consistent with the laws relating to engineers; and to investigate complaints of alleged violations of such laws and rules.

 The Board is composed of seven members. The Governor appoints five professional engineers and one public member for terms of five years. In addition, the Chief Engineer of M.D.O.T. serves as an ex-officio member of the Board. Nominees for appointment can be recommended to the Governor by  Maine representative engineering societies. From its membership, the Board annually elects a chair and vice-chair. The chair annually appoints committees and their chairs.

During this two year period Mr. Ralph F. Sweet, P.E. was Board Chair with Mr. William A. Lotz, P.E. as Vice Chair. Warren T. Foster, P.E., served as Executive Director for the Board. Other Board members are: Mr. Stephen W. Cole, P.E.; Mr. John E. Dority, P.E.; Dr. Donald Grant, P.E.; and Ms. Kathy Gustin Williams, P.E. 

Maine Board members fully participate in the activities of the National Council of Examiners for Engineering and Surveying (N.C.E.E.S.). Several Maine Board members serve on National Council committees. Individual Board members also maintain membership in several State and National engineering societies. Their participation helps to keep the Board informed about current trends, activities, and opportunities in the engineering profession.

The Board continues to use the uniform written examinations provided by the National Council for both the Fundamentals of Engineering (F.E.) and the Principles and Practice of Engineering (P.E.) examinations. The National Council makes these examinations available to all state boards; it also grades the examinations and returns the results to the boards. Boards of all fifty states, the District of Columbia , and four territorial jurisdictions use the N.C.E.E.S. examinations. This national usage helps to achieve uniformity in conducting reciprocity licensure amongst the state boards as all work to ensure the competence of applicants.

Starting in 2003, the Board contracted with the Engineering and Land Surveying Examination Services (E.L.S.E.S.), an agency of the N.C.E.E.S., for the administration of the spring and fall P.E. and F.E. examinations. This E.L.S.E.S. examination administration continued through 2007.

The written Principles and Practice of Engineering (P.E.) examinations are offered in the spring for the engineering disciplines of Architectural, Chemical, Civil, Electrical, Environmental, Mechanical, Naval Architecture & Marine, and Special Structural I & II. In addition, written examinations are offered in the fall for the engineering disciplines of Agricultural, Control Systems, Fire Protection, Industrial, Metallurgical, Mining/Mineral, Nuclear, and Petroleum. 

A total of 177 examinees sat for the Principles and Practice of Engineering examinations offered during the past two year period. Of these, 99 achieved a passing grade.

There were 504 that sat for the Fundamentals of Engineering (F.E.) examination, 308 passed this exam. The F.E. examination is now a closed-book exam which allows only the N.C.E.E.S. Reference Handbook and a calculator as aids during the exam. The afternoon portion of this exam is now discipline specific. The discipline choices offered are Chemical, Civil, Electrical, Environmental, Industrial, Mechanical, and General engineering.

During the past two year period, the Board approved 546 new P.E. licenses bringing the total of Maine licensees as of December 31st, 2007 to 4302.

Of these new licensees, 445 qualified by comity from other jurisdictions and 99 qualified by N.C.E.E.S. written examinations. The balance of 2 qualified by oral examinations which are given for applicants who are licensed in other jurisdictions and have not passed the 8-hour written Principles and Practice of Engineering examination.

The time and administrative requirements for processing licenses by comity with other states can be significantly reduced if individual licensees have their records maintained by the National Council. For information, write to N.C.E.E.S. at P.O. Box 1686 , Clemson , S.C. 29633-1686 or call 1-864-654-6824 or 1-800-250-3196.  You may also make application for an NCEES record at www.NCEES.org  and click on ‘Records Program’. 

Since 2003, online P.E. licensure biennial renewal has been available and encouraged. The address is www.maine.gov/professionalengineers/ . Of the 2007 renewals, 2023 have been completed on line. 

During the two year period from January 1, 2006 to December 31, 2007, the Board held nine regular meetings as well as two special meeting which were held on June 6, 2006 to finalize the rule changes and December 1, 2006 to finalize the wording of the legislation expanding exemption from the licensing law. In 2006 Board rules were revised to be consistent with Maine law enacted in September 2005.

In 2007 the following exemptions for specific minor construction were added to 

Title 32 Chapter 19, Section 1255 of the Revised Statutes of 1964:

 8. Persons engaged in design of minor construction. Persons engaged in the design of the following minor construction do not need to provide stamped and sealed plans and specifications unless specifically required by the code enforcement officer.
A. Detached one-family or 2-family residences; [PL 2007, c. 379, § 3 (NEW).]
B. Farm buildings with an overall floor plan not exceeding 3,000 square feet; [PL 2007, c. 379, § 3 (NEW).]
C. Single bathroom additions or renovations in an existing building if there is no impact on the buildings compliance with the National Fire Protection Association Life Safety Code adopted by the Department of Public Safety, Office of the State Fire Marshal;[PL 2007, c. 379, § 3 (NEW).]
D. Revisions or additions to plumbing systems costing up to $10,000 if the work has no impact on the buildings compliance with the National Fire Protection Association Life Safety Code adopted by the Department of Public Safety, Office of the State Fire Marshal and does not involve roof drains; [PL 2007, c. 379, § 3 (NEW).]
E. Revisions to existing heating, ventilation and air conditioning systems and design of new heating, ventilation and air conditioning systems if the work has no impact on the building’s compliance with the National Fire Protection Association Life Safety Code adopted by the Department of Public Safety, Office of the State Fire Marshal requirements and the project does not include more than one heating, ventilation and air conditioning unit with a maximum cooling capacity of 5 tons or heating capacity of 200,000 BTUs; [PL 2007, c. 379, § 3 (NEW).]
F. Revisions or additions to structural systems costing up to $10,000 if the design is in accordance with the tables provided in the International Building Code; and [PL 2007, c. 379, § 3 (NEW).]
G. Revisions or additions to electrical systems costing up to $10,000 if the work has no impact on the building’s compliance with the National Fire Protection Association Life Safety Code adopted by the Department of Public Safety, Office of the State Fire Marshal. [PL 2007, c. 379, § 3 (NEW).]
All the work that is done under these exemptions must be in accordance with the licensing requirements of the trade involved, including, but not limited to, all construction industry design standards such as the National Fire Protection Association standards, state and municipal building and energy codes, the State Fire Marshal’s requirements and ASHRAE Standard 62 and ASHRAE Standard 90.
Four newsletters were published and distributed to all licensees in the last two years, two in 2006 and two in 2007.

During the two year period, a total of twelve complaints were filed against licensees and four complaints against non-licensees. Eight complaints were closed since there was no evidence of a violation. Eight consent agreements were negotiated. 
The Board expends considerable effort to locate engineers whose licenses have expired. In the back of this roster is a list of those it is unable to reach under Contacts Lost. If you have knowledge of the present address of any on this list or if you know of any who are deceased, please notify the Board at pengineers@prexar.com .

Day to day administration of the Boards activities is carried out by the Boards Supervisor of Licensing and the Office Assistant. The Board’s Executive Director takes care of all official Board matters such as quarterly meetings. He prepares the budget and work program. He also assists the complaint officer with the processing of unlawful practice complaints.

The Board’s Supervisor of Licensing provides full time regular office hours from 8:00 A.M. to 4:30 P.M., Monday through Friday. The Board’s office is located on the second floor of the Augusta Airport terminal building.

The Board cordially invites members of the engineering profession and others who have information which may affect the operation of the law or its administration to telephone or email the office, the Chair, or the Executive Director.

Publication of this roster will be followed by a supplemental roster and report which will cover the period from January 1, 2008 to December 31, 2008.

TO BE SURE OF RECEIVING ALL NEWSLETTERS AND RENEWAL NOTIFICATIONS, PLEASE KEEP THE BOARD OFFICE INFORMED OF CHANGES IN YOUR HOME AND BUSINESS ADDRESSES.

