
   

 

   

 

 
         

Navigating Crimmigration Issues 
As Lawyer of the Day 

 

 
When: April 22, 2025, from 12:00PM-1:00PM 
 
Where: Zoom 
 
Summary: This one-hour CLE will focus on the immigration consequences that 
can flow from processes that happen while one serves as Lawyer of the Day. We 
will focus on what happens after a noncitizen with an immigration detainer posts 
bail, advising clients about immediate plea offers, and navigating possible ICE 
enforcement at the courthouses.  This will be an opportunity to learn about 
crimmigration concerns, ask questions, and compares practices with colleagues. 
 
Admission Restrictions: To attend this training, you must be eligible to 
accept PDS case assignments or a student at Maine Law. 
 
Registration: Register here. 
 
Cost: Free! 
 
CLE: This training has been approved by PDS for CLE credit and is eligible for 
payment in accordance with Chapter 301-A. This training has been approved 
by the Board of Overseers for one hour of CLE credit. 
  

https://mainestate.zoom.us/meeting/register/TGJtLmVfTH-qbS0vG_L3CQ
https://www.maine.gov/pds/sites/maine.gov.pds/files/inline-files/Chapter%20301-A%202024-206.pdf


   

 

   

 

Faculty Biographical Information: 
 
Shannon McKinnon has been practicing immigration law in various capacities for her 
entire career.  She is committed to helping noncitizens successfully navigate the 
immigration system to achieve their personal and professional goals in the United 
States.  She loves finding strategic solutions and sharing her knowledge about this 
notoriously complex area of the law.  She has deep experience as a removal 
(deportation) defense litigator and has represented numerous individual clients and 
families seeking a wide variety of family-based and humanitarian immigration relief and 
benefits, including complex asylum cases.  
 
At FordMurray, Shannon handles a broad array of matters involving healthcare and 
higher education, family-based, and humanitarian immigration law.  She has particular 
expertise in the intersection of criminal and immigration law – often referred to as 
“crimmigration.”  
 
Shannon joined FordMurray in spring of 2024 after many years of practice in the New 
York/New Jersey immigration legal services communities.  She most recently served as 
the Legal Director at Immigrant Justice Corps (“IJC”) where she was responsible for 
leading IJC’s in-house legal team to provide affirmative and defensive immigration 
representation within New York City.  Shannon previously practiced in the Immigrant 
Rights Program at the American Friends Service Committee in Newark, New Jersey and 
the Immigration Law Unit of the Legal Aid Society in New York City.  She represented 
adults and juveniles in all stages of removal proceedings and developed proficiency in 
crimmigration.  Shannon also engaged in various community education initiatives and 
advocated for local policy reform on immigrant rights issues. 
 
Shannon is committed to supporting the next generation of immigration attorneys as 
they learn and grow.  She trained IJC fellows in the fundamentals of immigration law 
and practice and taught a practice-based externship course at Columbia Law School 
focusing on crimmigration and removal defense.  She will be teaching a bridge course 
at Maine Law School in Fall of 2024 designed to build essential crimmigration 
knowledge among law students.     
 
Shannon began her career as a general commercial litigator at a large, national law firm 
where she, together with Legal Aid, formed a pro bono program to defend detained 
immigrants facing deportation.  She received her J.D. from New York University School 
of Law and her B.A. from University of California at Los Angeles. 
 


