STATE OF MAINE					UNIFIED CRIMINAL DOCKET
COUNTY, ss						LOCATION: [CITY/TOWN OF COURT]
							DOCKET NO.: [DOCKET #]
					)	
STATE OF MAINE			)
					)	
v.				)	MOTION FOR SEVERANCE OF DEFENDANTS
				)	M.R.U. Crim. P. 8(d)
[bookmark: DEFENDANT][DEFENDANT’S NAME]		)	 
		Defendant		)
	

COMES NOW Defendant, through undersigned counsel, and moves to sever this case from the case of his co-defendant, NAME OF CO-DEFENDANT (docket number [CO-D’s DOCKET NUMBER]), pursuant to M.R.U. Crim. P. 8(d). In support thereof, Defendant submits as follows: 
1. Defendant stands charged with [CHARGES];
2. [NAME OF CO-DEFENDANT] is charged in docket number [CO-D’s docket number] with offenses which allege he participated in the same offenses which Defendant is alleged to have committed in this case; 
3. On DATE, the State filed a Notice of Joinder to join this case with [CO-D’s docket number], pursuant to M.R.U. Crim. P. 8(b);
4. [REASON WHY JOINDER OF DEFENDANTS IS PREJUDICIAL.]
a. EXAMPLE 1: there are statements of the co-defendant contained in discovery, which inculpate Defendant. Presumably, the State intends to introduce those statements at trial. While those statements may be admissible against codefendant, there are inadmissible against Defendant. See Bruton v. U.S., 391 U.S. 123 (1968).]
b. EXAMPLE 2: Co-defendant’s counsel has indicated they are unavailable for trial until DATE. Defendant’s case will be ready for trial much sooner than that. Joinder of these cases for trial will cause a delay in Defendant’s trial. This will be prejudicial to Defendant’s right to a speedy trial and extends his pretrial restraint.
5. Maine Rules of Unified Criminal Procedure 8(d) provides:
 If it appears that a defendant or the State is prejudiced by a joinder of offenses against a single defendant or by the joinder of defendants, the court may order an election or separate trials of counts, grant a severance of defendants or provide whatever other relief justice requires, including ordering multiple simultaneous trials.” M.R.U. Crim. P. 8(d).

WHEREFORE, Defendant prays this Honorable Court grant this Motion for Severance and order these cases tried separately. 

_________________________________
[ATTORNEY NAME], Esq., Bar No. [BAR #]			Dated: November 4, 2022 
Attorney for Defendant
Firm Name
Address
Phone

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE:
I certify that a true copy of the foregoing Motion was sent to the State via electronic mail to [prosecutor’s email] on November 4, 2022.
_________________________________
[ATTORNEY NAME], Esq., Bar No. [BAR #]			Dated: November 4, 2022
Attorney for Defendant


ORDER:
Defendant’s Motion is granted // denied. 

						
Judge/Justice Unified Criminal Court
