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Beginning Tuesday, March 17, 2020 the Maine State Library will be suspending Van Delivery Services until March 30, 2020.  At that time, we will reassess the current COVID-19 impact on library closures in the state to determine if the service should be restored.  We have not yet had determination from the Maine CDC about the safety of handling book, bags and totes. This suspension is driven by the number of libraries that participate in van delivery and interlibrary loan being closed and discontinuing service.
Maine InfoNet will be disabling the ability to make requests through MaineCat, Minerva and MILS for the duration of the delivery suspension.  
For libraries that are not on van delivery, and whose ILL items are facilitated via the Maine State Library, Bangor Public Library or Portland Public Library using mail service, we will also suspend ARRC ILL services until March 30, 2020.  When we receive guidance on the safety of book and bag handling from the Maine CDC and assess the ability to process ILLs at each ARRC location, we will revisit the decision to suspend services and will communicate any changes to libraries via our listservs and websites.
We acknowledge that these are challenging times for all of us.  The scope of the coronavirus impact on Maine library services is significant and we appreciate all of you keeping library staff and your families safe.
Stay well.
Janet
