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An article from a research database: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A web page: 

 
  

Elements of an MLA Citation, 8th Edition 
 

Tip: pay close attention to punctuation 

 

 

 
 

"Chocolate." The Encyclopedia of American Food and Drink,  

John F. Mariani, Bloomsbury, 2nd edition, 2014. Credo 

Reference, 

yccc.idm.oclc.org/login?url=http://search.credoreference.

com/content/entry/bloomfood/chocolate/ 

0?institutionld=3427. Accessed 20 Aug. 2019 

 

MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers. 8th ed., Modern 

Language Association of America, 2009. 

Title of article 

(in quotes) 

No individual 

article author 

 

Author of 

encyclopedia 

 

Date of 

publication 

 

No author? 

Start with title 

 

Edition  

(if needed) 

 

City of 

publication no 

longer needed 

 

Title of book 

(italicized) 

 

Publisher 

 

Publisher 

(edition if any) 

and 

Date of 

publication 

 

Belangee, Susan, et al. "Cybersocial Connectedness: A Survey of 

Perceived Benefits and Disadvantages of Social Media 

Use." Journal of Individual Psychology, vol. 71, no. 2, 

Summer 2015, pp. 122-34. EBSCOhost, 

search.ebscohost.com/  

login.aspx?direct=true&db=a9h&AN=103721597&site=

ehost-live. 

.  

Author  

More than 2 use 

et al. 

 

Magazine or 

journal title 

(italicized) 

Use vol. for 

volume & no. for 

issue number + 

date of 

publication 

 

Title of article 

(in quotes) 

 

Page numbers ADD p. or pp. 

 Name of 

database 

(italicized), 

with URL 

 

Name of 

database  

(in italics),  

with URL 

 

 
Title of the 

encyclopedia 

(italicized) 

 

"A First Look at Two WWII Battle of the Atlantic 

Shipwrecks." National Oceanic Atmospheric 

Administration, U.S. Department of Commerce, 22 Aug. 

2014, www.noaa.gov/media-release/first-look-at-two-

wwii-battle-of-atlantic-shipwrecks. 

 
 

When there is 

no author 

begin w/title  

 

Title of web 

site (in italics) 

Date of publication 

or copyright  

 

 

Title of 

document or 

article (in 

quotes) 

 

Publisher of 

website 

 

If you have publication date you 

don’t need date of access  

Do what your instructor requires 

MLA now 

recommends a 

URL but 

omits https:// 

URL of web 

source, without 

“http://” 
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MLA Works Cited: Books & E-books 

 
Type of 

Source: 

Noodlebib Asks:  

Where Is it? What Is 

It?  

Choose this: 

Work Cited Example: 

Enter the information provided by your sources.   

 

Include only the sources you used. 

In-text Example:   

 

Book by a 

single author 

 

 

Print or in-hand > 

Book 

 

Enter the ISBN # for a 

book. Noodlebib will 

format the citation.   

Reinhart, Peter. The Bread Baker's Apprentice: Mastering the Art of 

Extraordinary Bread. Ten Speed P, 2001.   

 

 In MLA Works Cited, capitalize every significant word in the title. 

 Indent the second and subsequent lines. 

 Abbreviate Press to P for publishers also University to U 

 

Use last name of the author and 

the page number in parenthesis. 

Example: (Reinhart 212). 

OR 

Example:   According to 

Reinhart, the French have 

perfected bread making (212). 

Book by 2 or 

more authors 

 

Print or in-hand > 

Book 

 

To add other authors: 

click add another 

contributor 

Conee, Earl, and Theodore Sider. Riddles of Existence: A Guided Tour of 

Metaphysics. Clarendon P, 2005. 

Invert the first author’s name only 

  

More than 2 authors? Name only the first and add, et al. 

 Newman, Susan, et al. 

Example: (Conee and Sider 22). 

 

Include page #s when possible 

 

Example: (Newman et. al. 42) 

 

Book with an 

editor 

Print or in-hand > 

Book 
 

Editor as contributor 

Nunberg, Geoffrey, editor. The Future of the Book. U of California P, 1996. 

 

U of California P used for University of California Press 

 

Example:   (Nunberg 187). 

Book with no 

author or 

editor 

Print or in-hand > 

Book 

Author field blank 

MLA Handbook. 8th ed., Modern Language Association of America, 2016.      

 

No author? Use the title in text 

(Can be shortened) 

Example:   (MLA Handbook 57). 

Entry in an 

anthology 

Print or in-hand > 

Anthology/Collection 

Olsen, Tillie. "I Stand Here Ironing." Making Literature Matter, edited by John 

Schlib and John Clifford, 4th ed., Bedford/St Martin, 2009, pp. 281-87. 

 

Example: (Olsen 283). 

 

Entry in an 

online ency. 

from Credo 

Reference  

 

Database > Reference 

Source   
 

 

"Chocolate." The Ecyclopedia of American Food and Drink, John F. Mariani,  

     Bloomsbury, 2014. Credo Reference, yccc.idm.oclc.org/  

     login?url=http://search.credoreference.com/content/entry/bloomfood/chocolate/  

     0?institutionld=3427. Accessed 20 Aug. 2019. 
 

Date retrieved is now optional. DO WHAT YOUR INSTRUCTOR REQUIRES 

MLA recommends a URL, but http:// is omitted 

Example: (“Chocolate”) 

 

If no page #s simply use the 

author or title. 

E-book in 

YCCC online 

catalog 

Database > Book 
 

Name of the database 

is ProQuest Ebook 

Central 

Melnick, Arthur. Happiness, Morality, and Freedom. Brill, 2014. ProQuest 

Ebook Central, https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/yccclibrary-

ebooks/detail.action?docID=1815769. 

 

 

Example: (Melnick 55). 
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MLA Works Cited: Magazines, Journals, and Newspapers 

 

Type of source: Noodlebib Asks:  

Where Is it? What Is 

It?  

Choose this: 

Work Cited Example: 

Enter the information provided by your sources.   

 

Include only the sources you used. 

In-text Example:   

 

Journal article 

 

Print or in-hand > 

Journal  

Jaffe, Eric. "Mental Leap." Science News, vol. 170, no. 10, 2006, pp. 154-157.  

      

 

Example: (Jaffe 156). 

 

 

Journal/magazine 

article from a 

database like 

Academic Search 

Complete 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Article from a 

database with 

DOI number  

If a DOI number 

is available omit 

the URL 

Database > Journal 

 

 

 

 

 

Database >Magazine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Database > Journal 

 

ADD prefix doi: to 

DOI number 

Belangee, Susan, et al. "Cybersocial Connectedness: A Survey of Perceived 

Benefits and Disadvantages of Social Media Use." Journal of Individual 

Psychology, vol. 71, no. 2, Summer 2015, pp. 122-34. ECSCOhost, 

search.ebscohost.com/  

login.aspx?direct=true&db=a9h&AN=103721597&site=ehost-live. 
 

Cloud, John. "When Secrets Go Viral." TIME Magazine, vol. 178, no. 20, Nov.  
     2011, p. 62. EBSCOhost, search.ebscohost.com/  
     login.aspx?direct=true&db=a9h&AN=67194680&site=ehost-live.  

 

Date retrieved is now optional and MLA recommends you include a URL, 

OMIT http:// DO WHAT YOUR INSTRUCTOR REQUIRES 

 

Dobrynin, Mikhail, et al. "Detection and Attribution of Climate Change Signal in  

     Ocean Wind Waves." Journal of Climate, vol. 28, no. 4, Feb. 2015, pp.  

     1579-1591. EBSCOhost, doi:10.1175/JCLI-D-13-00664.1.  

 

With more than 2 authors use first author, et al. in the citation. Be sure to 

invert the name, Smith, John. 

Example: (Belangee et. al. 

156). 

 

 

 

 

Example: (Cloud 62). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example: (Dobrynin, et al. 

1584). 

 

 

 

Newspaper article 

 

 

 

 

Newspaper article 

from a database 

like ProQuest 

Newsstand 

Print or in-hand > 

Newspaper 

 

 

 

Database > 

Newspaper 

 

Doyle, Megan. "Another Round of Growth for Craft Brewers." Portland Press  

     Herald, 11 Aug. 2016, sec. A, pp. 1+. 

When pages are not consecutive, the START page number is followed by + 
sign. 

 
McKay, Bessy, and Melanie Evans. "Source of U.S. Zika Outbreak is One of   

several Mysteries." Wall Street Journal, Eastern edition ed., Aug 11 2016,  
 ProQuest. Web. 20 Aug. 2019 .  

Example: (Doyle A1). 

 

 

 

 

Example: (McKay A1). 
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MLA Works Cited: Online Sources/Visual Media 

 

Type of source: Noodlebib Asks:  

Where Is it? What 

Is It?  

Choose this: 

Work Cited Example:  

Enter the information provided by your sources.   
 

Include only the sources you used. 

In-text Example:   

There are usually no page numbers 

available when citing web 

resources. 

Web resource: 

 

(Date of access 

needed if there 

is no 

publication date 

or if the site 

changes 

frequently) 

 

 

 

Blog 

Website > Web Page 

 

 

 

Website > Web Page 

 

 

Website > Web Page 

 

 

 

 

Website > Blog 

"Positive Psychology and the Science of Happiness." The Pursuit of Happiness,  

     2018, www.pursuit-of-happiness.org/science-of-happiness/. 

If publisher of the site is the same as site name, leave publisher field blank 
    

Kraizer, Sherryl. "Safety on the Internet." Coalition for Children, 23 Nov.  
     2011, safechild.org/safety-on-the-internet/.  

 

"A First Look at Two WWII Battle of the Atlantic Shipwrecks." National 

Oceanic Atmospheric Administration, U.S. Department of Commerce, 22 

Aug. 2014, www.noaa.gov/media-release/first-look-at-two-wwii-battle-of-

atlantic-shipwrecks. 
  

Hollmichel, Stefanie. "The Reading Brain: Differences Between Digital and 

Print." Weeds, 25 Apr. 2013, somanybooksblog.com/2013/04/25/the-

reading-brain-differences-between-digital-and-print/. 

Example: (“Positive Psychology”). 

No author? Use a shortened 

version of the title. 

 

Example: (Krazier). 

 

 

Example: (“First Look”). 

No author? Use a shortened 

version of the title, omit initial 

articles: A, An, or The 

 

Example: (Hollmichel). 

DVD 

Always provide 

the director, if 

possible 

Viewed/heard live > 

Film or Video 

Recording     

Addicted to Love. Directed by Griffin Dunne, Warner Home Video, 1997. 
   

On the Waterfront. 1954. Directed by Elia Kazan, Columbia Pictures, 2001. 

On the Waterfront is a re-release of a film originally made in 1954, 

therefore 2 dates. 

Example: (Addicted). 

 

Example: (On) 

Cite only first word if it’s enough 

to direct reader to correct entry. 

Image, 

photograph or 

work of art 

Viewed/heard live > 

Work of Visual Art 

 

Website > Photo or 

Illustration 
 

Homer, Winslow. Artists Sketching in the White Mountains. 1868, Portland 

Museum of Art.  
  

Atlantic Shore Line Locomotive #100, Sanford, ca. 1930. Maine Memory 

Network, trolleymus.mainememory.net/page/2920/detail/50684/display.htm

l. Accessed 24 Aug. 2016. 

Example: (Homer). 

 

 

Example: (Atlantic). 

 

You Tube video 

clip 

Website > video clip 

(online) 

"What's an In-Text Citation? APA Version." You Tube, uploaded by 

YCCCLibrary, 23 Jan. 2018, 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=LePqAWpK3x0. Accessed 22 Aug. 2019. 

For a user-contributed clip, give the name of the contributer 

Example:  ("What's an In-Text" 

[1:19]). 

Cite the time in the video that you 

are referencing 

 


